WILL THE REAL FATHER STAND UP?

Welcome to Fil-Am! We’re glad you’re here. Last month, when we celebrated
Mother’s Day, the title of my message was “Will the Real Mothers Stand Up?” So
today on Father’s Day. I’ll return the favor. The title of my message is “Will the
Real Father Stand Up?” In this message, | just want to share principles from the
Bible regarding how to become a real father.

You see, as a dad, you may wonder how to bring out the best in your children.
In this message, I’d like to share the three foundations of fathering. The three
important principles that God tells us.

1. If you’re going to help change somebody, help bring out the best in them,
first you must accept their uniqueness.

This is the starting point. Recognizing and valuing their individuality. Their
uniqueness as a person, as a child. You have to start with accepting them before
you can help them grow. Every child, every person, is unique. Every person is
different. Every person is special.

One of the most misunderstood verses in the entire Bible — it’s misquoted, it’s
misinterpreted — is this important verse. Proverbs 22:6. It’s a very famous verse
about parenting. “Train a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will
not turn from it.” A lot of people think this verse means if I raise my kid in a
godly way, if I train him in the right way then when they get old they’ll really live
for God and they’ll never turn away from God.

That’s just not true. I know lots of kids who were raised in a good, godly way
and somewhere they took a left turn or a right turn or a U-turn and they totally
messed up their lives.

You see, there’s a couple things we need to understand about this verse.



First it is not a promise, it’s a proverb. God does not promise that if you raise your
child in the right way, they’ll never turn away from it. So, what is a proverb? A
proverb is a short, traditional saying that shares a common truth or some sort of life
advice. However, it’s not always true. There are exceptions. So, if you raise your
kid in the right way, generally, most of them are going to turn out in the right way.
But there are exceptions. Like the black sheep in the family. Franklin Graham, the
son of Billy Graham and the President of Samaritan’s Purse was considered a black
sheep in the family when he was an adolescent. He rebelled against his parents
when he was young. But God set him on the right path later on. Again, a proverb is
not a promise.

Second, you need to understand the original Hebrew phrase “in the way he
should go.” As you know, the Bible is divided into two parts. The Old Testament
and the New Testament. The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew.
And the New Testament was originally written in Greek. So you need to
understand, what the phrase “in the way he should go” means in Hebrew.

So, what does it mean originally? The phrase “Train a child in the way he
should go,”” means three things.

First, train a child in the way he should go mean to understand the stage of life
your child 1s in. What does that mean? It means you don’t treat a preschooler like
a gradeschooler. You don’t treat a gradeschooler like a teenager. You don’t treat a
teenager like somebody who’s thirty years old. You understand that at each stage
of life there’s appropriate ways to train, to teach and to respond. And there’s
appropriate amount of responsibility they should have at each stage.

One of the problems we do today is we don’t understand this. We are forcing
kids to grow up too quickly. We are forcing them to know things that they don’t
need to know at an earlier stage. I don’t know if you’ve figured this out, have you

noticed that you’ve got tiny little girls dressing like teenagers? They haven’t even
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gone through puberty and they’re already dressing in a sexually suggestive way.
Do little girls really need to dress that way? No. Is it ok for them to not
understand certain things? Yes.

Let them be children. Everything in society forces them to grow up too quick.
Everything in society forces them to act older before their emotions are really
ready to handle it. We as parents need to protect them in the child’s stage of life.

Second, training them up “in the way he should go” means train them up
according to their strengths. That means you need to know what your kid is good
at. You see, part of the job of parenting is to discern in your children their
capabilities. What has God gifted them to be? Then your job as a parent is to train
them in the way they should go. In other words, if they’re good at math you help
them to go in that direction. If they’re good at music you help them go in that
direction. If they’re good at accounting or art or anything. Not in the direction you
want them to go. You accept their uniqueness. And you train them in the way that
God has shaped them to go.

And the third thing is to recognize what your child’s style is. In other words,
their temperament, their personality and the way they should go. So, no matter how
hard you try you’re never going to turn an introvert into an extrovert. And you’re
never going to turn an extrovert into an introvert. They’re just wired that way by
God. And He did it for a reason and a purpose.

It’s normal for all of us as parents to want to train all of our kids in the same
way. We think that’s being fair. Treat them all in the same way. There’s only one
problem with that — it doesn’t work. Anytime I hear somebody say, “I just treat all
my kids the exact same way,” you’re not a very good parent then. Because your
kids are not the exact same so they need to be treated in different ways. Not

unfairly but in different ways.



Let me take a little survey here. How many of you grew up with either a
brother or a sister? How many of you would say that in style, I am extremely
different from my brother or sister. I rest my case!

Just because you’re raised in the same family doesn’t mean you’re all the same.
You are not. You’re very, very different. It’s really funny. The most self-righteous
people are people who only have one child and they get lucky and that first one is
compliant. They think it’s a result of their parenting. They just got lucky on the
draw. They should have number two! Then they’re going to be a lot less haughty
about their parenting skills. They think that little junior is great because they’ve
done something. No, you just got lucky and had a compliant child.

God intentionally makes everybody in the world different. You’re not like
anybody else and your children are not like their brothers and sisters. They’re all
different. God made us all different intentionally for a couple reasons.

One of the great tasks of parenting is to help your kids recognize their uniqueness.
Not only do you need to accept it, you need to help them recognize their
uniqueness. That they don’t have to be like anybody else. That they are originals.
They don’t need to compare themselves with anybody else. They’re not in
competition with anybody else. That is a fundamental truth you have to teach your
children. They’re not in competition with anybody else — in their family or
outside.

God warns us over and over and over to never compare ourselves because
we’re all unique. Galatians 6:4 says this “Each one should test their own actions.
Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to
someone else.”

How can you tell as a parent when you’ve accepted your child’s uniqueness?

How can you tell? It’s real simple! You stop trying to make them like you. That’s



it. You stop trying to mold them into your image and you start letting them
become what God made them to be in His image.

I hate to tell you this but the world only needs one of you. In fact, for some of
you, one’s a little too much. The world only needs one of you so God doesn’t need
any duplicates of you. Your goal in life is not to make your children Minnie Me
and trying to mold them into your image. God has a unique design and a unique
purpose for them. So many parents try to make their kids carbon copies of
themselves. They say, “I excelled in this subject in school so naturally you’re
going to excel in it.” Or ““ I was good at this sport so naturally you’re going to be
good at this sport.” Or even worse, “‘I like this sport so you must like it too.”
Maybe not. Maybe not!

God didn’t bring your children into the world to satisfy your ego. God brought
your children into the world to be what He wants them to be. And what happens
when you say, You have to be as good as [ am in this subject or as good at this or
that or you have to like just what I like it sends a message to your kids that says, I
can’t be myself. And that is the wrong message to send to children.

Your goal is not to mold kids into your image. Your goal is to help them
discover what God made them to be.

I guess what I’m saying is this, kids are not clay to be molded. They’re human
beings to be unfolded that’s the goal. To be unfolded. The fact is this — hear me in
this, parents — God sovereignty chose who your kids would be and He didn’t make
any mistake about it. He chose the DNA and He put it together in a way that God
chose what would be their dominant genes and recessive genes and He knew
exactly what He wanted. He intentionally put them in your family and He knows
what He’s doing. So accept their uniqueness.

There’s a second way to become a real father and that is....

2. Affirm their value



Why is this so important, to affirm people’s value? Because everyone is
starving for affirmation. I’ve met thousands of people. I’ve never met a person
who doesn’t need affirmation. We all go after it in many, many different ways but
everybody is starving for this thing of affirmation. Why is it important to affirm
their value? Because God values every one of us. Look at how Jesus explained
our value in Matthew 10:29-31 “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not
one of them will fall to the ground outside your Fathers care. And even the very
hairs of your head are all numbered. So dont be afraid; you are worth more than
many sparrows.”’

I know on Father’s Day we realize that we didn’t grow up with perfect parents.
Because of that sometimes we wonder about our value. Let me just set that to rest
for you right now. God values you more than you could possibly imagine. He
values every one of us. God custom-designed you, every one of us, before we
were even born and values what He wants to do in every one of our lives.

The Bible says in Psalm 139:13-14, “For you created my inmost being;you knit
me together in my mother s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”

If you have any doubts about your value, let me tell you this: no baby is born
by accident. God values you. God custom designed you and had a plan for your
life even before you were born. If your parent valued you as you were growing up
you understand how important this is. If your parents didn’t value you, you really
understand how important this is.

So how do we do this? How do you affirm your kid’s value? The next verses
talk about how our heavenly Father does it for us. Just learn from God. How does
God value us so then how can we value each other?

Matthew 10:30 talks about the fact that one of the ways we can value our kids
is by paying attention to them. God sure pays attention to us. Matthew 10:30
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(MSG) “God pays attention to you down to the last detail, even to numbering the
hairs on your head.” For some of us, God’s job is getting a little easier every day.
And for some of us, God knows the real color of the hairs on our head. He knows
every detail. He appreciates and notices us.

You can affirm your kids just by noticing them. Just by looking at them. Eye
contact has incredible power when it comes to expressing and sharing values. Put
down the phone and look at them. Turn from what you’re doing and look at them.
Sometimes I have this blank look in my eye because I’'m thinking about what’s
going on here and what’s going on there while my kids are talking to me. Lord,
please. Help me get that blank look out of my eyes and look at them. We don’t
really understand the gift that you’re giving your kids just by eye contact. That’s
how you appreciate their value, by paying attention.

The second way, the next verse, is by showing affection. Hosea, “I led them
with cords of human kindness, with ties of love. To them I was like one who lifts a
little child to the cheek, and I bent down to feed them.”” That picture reminds us
that people need loving touches. Your kids need hugs. I know sometimes as they
get older you think they don’t need that any more. But kids always need hugs.
They always need loving affection. When you do that, that values them.

I understand that some of you didn’t grow up in affectionate families so you’re
thinking, I don’t know how to do this. You can learn it. Everybody can learn to be
affectionate. The only way to learn it is to start trying it. So here's a project for
this week. Give some kind of a loving touch to everyone in your family this next
week. You’re thinking, “My kids are thirty years old! I don’t know what they’re
going to think of this.” Start now. “My dad never did this for me.” Break the
mold! Begin to show that love and affection because it is a way of expressing

powerful value.



Then the third thing you and I can do following the example of God is by
expressing appreciation. Isaiah 43:4 “God says, ‘You are precious to Me. You are
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honored and I love you.”” When was the last time you said something like that to
one of your kids? If you feel like you can’t say it, then write it down. Write a note
of encouragement. Just write out something that says, You’re doing a good job. I
appreciate what you’re doing. Anytime you appreciate your kids, you raise their
value. You know what the word “appreciate” means when it comes to finances.
When something appreciates it raises in value like a house. Every time you
appreciate your kids with words you raise their value.

Great people make people feel great. If you want an example of that read the
New Testament letters of the Apostle Paul. He knew how to write to help people

see what God could do in their lives. We shape our kids and everybody around us,

we shape them by how we talk to them.

How often do people need affirmation? The book of Hebrews says it’s a daily
thing, a daily habit in our lives. I think it would scare us to death if we could look
at a videotape of our kids’ lives and see how often we set them up for either failure
or for success by some simple word, some simple phrase that we didn’t even think
about it. That’s the power of this.

So who do you need to encourage today? Look at the power of this next verse. “A4
word of encouragement does wonders!” (Prov. 12:25) As a dad, who do you need
to encourage? I guess all of your kids.
So, we come to the third point. The third foundation for great fathering....
3. Trust them with responsibility
You accept their uniqueness. You affirm their value. And the third key to great

parenting or fathering is to trust them with responsibility. Nothing brings out the



best any faster than having somebody believe in you. Having somebody trust you
in a real way with responsibility.

Jesus said this is the way we grow. We grow through being trusted with
responsibility. Luke 16:10 and following, “Whoever can be trusted with very little
can also be trusted with much.” People respond to responsibility. “Responsible”
means you’re response able. You are able to respond. That’s what responsible
means. When you give people responsibility you give them the ability to respond.
God says you trust them with little things then greater and greater and greater.

I’ve found this throughout my entire life. When I was a little boy my dad
would trust me with little responsibilities. As I grew he trusted me with greater
ones and greater ones and greater ones. That’s happened my entire life.

When you’re faithful in those little stages then he gives you the next stage.
And when you’re faithful in that he gives you the next stage. When you’re faithful
in that he gives you the next stage and the next and the next. All of a sudden you
wake up one day and you find out who have great responsibilities. But it didn’t
happen overnight. It happened through a lifetime as you were learning to grow in
response ability, the ability to respond to the pressures you are given, to the job you
are given, to the circumstances you are given. Every great parent and every great
teacher and every great leader knows that people respond to responsibility. That’s
how you grow them.

So one of the most important skills in life is learning to be responsible. I want
to tell you something. Nothing in our society is teaching responsibility except
parents. Nothing in our society! Maybe the army does, the military. But most
things are teaching blame everybody else. You’re a victim, it’s not your fault.
Blame the world, blame circumstances, blame your parents.

The only way to learn to accept responsibility, the only way to learn it is to be

given it, given the opportunity to be responsible. All of us have a need, a desperate
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need in your life to be trusted. You have a need in your life to prove yourself. You
have a need in your life to be given responsibility. You have a need in your life to
develop competencies. You have talents in your life that nobody’s challenging you
on. Nobody’s saying, “You’d be good at this,” and pushing you and helping you
and growing you.

Jesus taught this but He also modeled it. He took the twelve disciples and
these were not exactly really brilliant people. They’re just common workers,
they’re fishermen, they’re tax collectors. They’re just normal people. They’re not
the top of their class. They’re not voted most likely to succeed. They’re certainly
not wealthy or privileged or grew up in exciting homes where they were taken to
museums every night. Jesus picked twelve ordinary people and one of them flaked
out — Judas. He spends three years with them, giving them responsibility. Greater
and greater responsibility. Finally He says one day, “Guys, I’'m going back to
heaven. I’m leaving the future salvation of the world in your hands.” And the
guys go, “Wait a minute, Lord! Us?” “Yeah, ’'m leaving the future salvation of
the world in the hands of eleven fishermen.” Peter goes, “Lord, is there a Plan B?”
And Jesus says, “There is no plan B. You’re it!”

That’s what you call trusting with responsibility. Obviously it worked. We’re
all here. There are about two billion Christians in the world. Why? Because
eleven men stepped up. They stepped up to the responsibility and they were given
a worldwide vision, “Go into all the world!” And they stepped up.

They did a survey of older parents awhile back. They asked them what would you
do differently if you had it to do all over again. What would you do differently?
Most of them said, “If I had it do differently I would do less for my kids and teach
them to do more for themselves.” The fact is whenever you take responsibility for
someone you take it away from that person. When I take responsibility for your

actions then I take it away from you. As a parent, when they’re babies you are
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responsible for them. But as they grow you change from responsibility for them to
responsibility fo them.

What is your responsibility to your children? To be a good parent. That means
you do these things. And you don’t make them dependent upon yourself. Part of
bringing out the best in your children is allowing them to fail. That’s so important.

The biggest barrier we have in this trusting people with responsibilities is our
tendency and desire to want to protect our kids. We want to protect them first of
all from making mistakes. And second, we want to protect them from the negative
feelings of failure. We don’t want them to make a mistake, we don’t want them to
fail, we don’t want them to feel bad after they fail. So we try to protect them from
all three things. That’s a really dumb thing. Because when they do fail we then
bail them out because we don’t want them to have negative feelings.

That prevents them for learning very valuable lessons. What is that lesson?
The lesson is this: failure is a part of life. Anybody want to give a testimony? You
fail every day, every week, every month, every year because nobody’s perfect. We
all fall short. Failure is a part of life. And one of the great lessons you have to
learn is it’s not fatal. Some people are so afraid of failure. Like, if I fail then / am
a failure. No. It’s not the same thing. You’re not a failure. You just failed. So
you pick yourself up and you go again.

The difference between a failure and a successful person in life is that
successful people fail just as much they just get back up and again. They get back
up again. One of my favorite verses in the Bible in Proverbs says, “For though the
righteous fall seven times, they rise again.” (Prov. 24:16) Why I like that verse is
because it says even good guys stumble. Even good guys fall. Even righteous
people make mistakes. They fail. But they get back up. That’s what righteous
people do. They don’t give up.
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Look at how many elections Abraham Lincoln lost. Like nine in a row before
he became President. He just kept on going. He kept on going! So failure is a part
of life. Everybody fails. If you don’t allow them to fail this is what they never
learn — they never learn how to recover. And recovery from failure is one of the
most important skills of life. Because you’re going to fail. You cannot go through
life batting a thousand. You’re going to fail.

I want you to remember though that God sees you in your failure. He will help
you to get back up. He’ll lift you up when you’re down. He will come beside you
and pick you up. You just ask for his help. King David failed many times in his
life. His greatest failures were when he committed adultery and murder. After
experiencing God’s grace and forgiveness, he wrote in Psaslm 40:2, “He lifted me
out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire; he set my feet on a rock
and gave me a firm place to stand.” God is faithful and forgiving and loving. As a
dad, your primary role is to come alongside your child who failed and assure them

of your love and acceptance and forgiveness as well.
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