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Key verse: Genesis 1:27

“MANKIND”

Good morning Fil-Am, it is so good to see you here this morning. As said
numerous times here, but every Sunday feels like a Family Reunion, so let’s
get into the Word of God, more importantly let’s get the Word of God into

You!

Up to this point we have examined the doctrine of scripture and taken an in-

depth look at the nature and characteristics of God.

As we continue our study in this doctrinal series this morning, we come to

the doctrine of Mamn, appropriately called anthropology.

It is important to realize from the outset that the Bible is not merely an

instruction manual for mankind; on the contrary, it is God's

Revelation of Himself to humanity.

It is only when we understand God for who He is that we can understand
ourselves for who we are.

So it is within the context of understanding Who God is, that is our
perspective on theology that we are able to truly comprehend who we are.

Our text today is found in Genesis 1:27. It is a short and simple text and yet it
is one which is very significance. Not only does it positively declare what
man is and where he came from and who it is that made him, it negatively
declares what man is not and how man was not made.
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For the purpose of our study this morning I want to divide our discussion
into three parts. We will begin by looking at

v how humanity came to be, then move on to understand

something about

v the nature of and state of humanity, and finally understanding

these things, we will consider

v" What this knowledge calls us to do.

The 1* point this morning will be...

I. The origin of humanity: How did we get here?

The world is kind of a Spiritual Kindergarten where bewildered
infants are trying to Spell God, with the wrong blocks.

Before we get into the specifics of what the scripture has to say about how
we got here, it would probably serve us well to address and seek to dispel the
most prevalent modern myth concerning the origin of man, the theory, and

let me stress that word theory of evolution.

As you all know, it was in 1859 that Charles Darwin published his widely
acclaimed book entitled, The Origin of Species, in which he set forth his own
theory as to how humanity came to be. Interestingly enough, Darwin offered
no real explanation about the origin of anything. Instead he merely offered a
theory as to the evolution of species.

In other words, he could not explain how matter first came into being;

instead he hypothesized how one form of matter mutated into another form
of matter. And even that has been impossible to prove.

Scientists who support evolution are considered SChOlaI‘ly, while
Christians opposing evolution are backwoods Neanderthals. Scientists

supporting evolution are being fair and intellectual, while Christians
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opposing evolution are so stupid that they refuse to listen to reason or
consider the evidence.

You can hear comments like Christians are so narrow-minded, you have to
be stupid to believe in what the Bible says, if Christians would only use their
brains occasionally they would see the facts of science and stop all this
creation theory taught in the Bible.

Imagine a Family of mice who lived in a large Piano. To them the piano-
world came the music of the instrument, filling all the dark spaces with
sound and harmony. At first the mice were impressed by it. They drew
comfort and wonder from the thought that there was someone who made
the music, though invisible to them, above yet very close.

They loved to think of the Great Player whom they could not see. Then
one day a daring mouse climbed up part of the piano and returned very
thoughtful. He had found out how the music was made. Wires were the
secret, tightly stretched wires of graduated lengths which trembled and
vibrated.

They must now re-evaluate their old beliefs. None but the most conservative
could any longer believe in the Unseen player. Later another curious mouse
carried the explanation further and responded after venturing out a little
further. Hammers were the secret, numbers of hammers dancing and leaping
on the wires. This was a little more complicated theory, but it all went to
show that they lived in a purely mechanical and mathematical world. The
unseen Player came to be thought of as a myth.

And yet the pianist continued to play.

When we talk about Darwin’s evolution we are talking about one type of
creature, evolving into another type of creature. That a fish, given enough

time and the right conditions becomes a lizard, that a monkey can

become a human being as we know it today.
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Dinesh D'Souza, in his book “What's So Great about Christianity”, says
that despite a long history of experimentation, breeders have never been able
to breed across species lines and produce new species. He goes on to ask, "So
how can random mutations achieve what carefully orchestrated cross-
breeding has failed to do?" D'Souza says. While the fossil record shows
evidence of microevolution, that is one type of finch evolving into another
type of finch, there is no evidence for macroevolution which shows one
species evolving into a different species. In other words, there is no proof
that evolution is valid as a theory.

The fossil record does not convincingly document a single transition from
one species to another! When Charles Darwin himself, was asked to explain
the fossil evidence, could only stare: “I can give NO Satisfactory

answer.” He went on to further explain “Nature may almost be said to have
guarded against the frequent discovery of her transitional of linking forms.”

While I do not agree with all of his conclusions, Dinesh D'Souza, in his book,
goes on to make a strong case not only for the existence of God, but also for
the creationism. D'Souza correctly states that there are three things the
theory of evolution cannot account for.

v" First he says that Evolution cannot explain the beginning

of life. Darwin didn't even try. He assumed the first living thing and

then he tried to show how one living thing could be transformed into
another.

v’ Second, Evolution cannot explain consciousness, which
illuminates the whole world for us. We know as human beings we are
conscious. How did unconscious life transform itself into conscious
life? Evolution has no answers.
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v" Finally, says D'Souza, Evolution cannot explain human

rationality or morality. Rationality is the power to perceive
something as true. We can include in rationality the unique human
capacity for language, which is the ability to formulate and articulate
ideas that comprehend the world around us. People in the most
primitive cultures developed language as a means of rationality while
cats cannot utter a single sentence.

v" The Christian worldview works off of the presumption that there is

a God who created all things and who intervenes in time and space,
many times in miraculous ways, as He relates to mankind, His
supreme creation.

v The Darwinist worldview is agnostic or atheistic. Agnostics say

they cannot know whether or not there is a God, while atheists assert
that there is no God.

v Naturalism is the doctrine that nature is all there is. According to
naturalism, there are neither miracles nor supernatural forces.
Therefore reports of the supernatural can only be interpreted
naturalistically.

v Materialism is the belief that material reality is the only reality

and that there is no separately existing mental or spiritual reality.

So despite any evidence which may point to a Creator or to a Designer of the
universe, modern science has predetermined that God cannot exist and
therefore is working from a bias or presupposition which will not allow for
His existence, even if the facts point to Him.

I mention this to assure you that secular reasoning refuses to recognize the
truth that is set before them. This is precisely what Paul says in Romans 1:20
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when he says, "From the creation of the world His invisible attributes, that is,
His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood
through what He has made. As a result, people are without excuse.”

As Christians we do not check our intelligence at the door, on the contrary,

we welcomee scientific discovery, for the more we learn about our

universe, the more we seen the fingerprints of God on everything that is.

While the Darwinists work from an understanding or position of atheism, as
Christians we too have our own understanding. We work from a worldview

where God is and is the Creator of all that is.

Every time we see a sunset, a newborn baby or a bird in flight, it affirms what

we know to be true that there is a God and He is the Creator.

Not only do we rely on general revelation that is nature itself, to reveal the
glory and presence of God, as believers we have special revelation,
scripture to give us a sure and certain word, not only about who He is,

but about whom we are and how we came into existence.

You see folks, at the end of the day it takes a lot more faith to believe in the

theory of evolution than it does to believe in the Bible.

There is nothing in nature which proves the theory of evolution, but
everything in nature points to the existence of God. While time and time
again the proponents of Darwinism have had to eat their words, scripture
has never been proven false. Human history and archeology do nothing

but continue to affirm the reliability of scripture.

It is possible for a person to contend that a Poem is nothing but black
marks on white paper. And such an argument might be convincing, before
an audience that could not read. You can examine the print under a
microscope or analyze the paper and ink but you will never find something
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behind this sort of analysis that you call “a Poem”. Those who read,

however, will continue to insist that the poem does exist.

To many this Bible that I hold in my hand is nothing more than a book, a
collection of fairy tales and ethical teachings. But to a Christian we know

that within the pages of this book is the written Word of God, the

Sword of the Spirit, it holds the keys to the Kingdom, the very power
oflife and death!

The scripture gives us a clear and straightforward affirmation about the
origins of humanity. In Genesis 1:27 the Bible says that "So God created man
in His own image; He created him in the image of God; He created them male
and female."

So while the theory of evolution says that mankind is nothing more than a
highly evolved animal, the biblical record is clearly different. It says that man

is the unique and crowing creation of God, created in His own image,

with inherent value and worth.

Man is no mere accident, the product of a blind, naturalistic process over
untold millions of years. Man was created as an adult, and placed on the
earth to subdue it and rule it. Man is made in the image of God and therefore
stands light years above all of God's other creations.

[t was not a collision of planets and mass that created us, it was God that
created us.

If I take the pieces of a watch and put them in a box, how long will I have to

shake the box before I can pull out a working watch?

If you shook it for an hour, ten years or a million years what would you have
then?

It would still be just a bunch of watch parts.
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Now take that to a grander scale and see how we as Christians are so narrow-
minded that we are supposed to believe that is exactly how the universe
came into existence, by the parts of the universe being randomly shaken and
collide in order to produce life?

Who is really narrow-minded?

OK, we know we got here. But what about who we are? What does God's
word have to say about human nature and our state of being?

II. Human nature and our fallen state

If you don’t stand for SOMETHING, You'll stand for NOTHING and fall
for ANYTHING!

The book of Genesis tells us that in the beginning, in the Garden of Eden,
God created Adam and Eve, two individuals; one man and one woman. It
says that He created them in His image.

What does it mean to be created in the image of God? Well it means

that while we are not exactly like God, when God created us, He gave us
some of His own qualities.

The uniqueness of living things is one of life’s most awesome wonders. No
two blades of grass, not two roses, no two insects or animals are precisely
alike. Each creature of God is different from all the rest. Genetics tells us that
prior to birth each person has an array of genes unlike that of any other
person, living or dead. Each set of fingerprints, footprints is unique,
individual and unmatched. Heart specialists tell us that no two cardiograms
are alike.

Neurologists tell us that no two brain wave test produce the same result,
there have been over seventy seven billion persons on planet earth, all
unique from each other.
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A. We are created to be persons

That is, we each have individual personalities we were created for intimate
relationship, mankind, like God, can know and be known. As we have
studied the Trinity, we know that God is one God who expresses Himself in
three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Each can be known
and can know others. So this is one sense in which we have been created in
the image of God.

B. We have been created to be eternal

The Bible tells us that God has put eternity in our hearts. In the New
Testament we read that at the resurrection some will be raised to eternal life
and others to eternal retribution, again, this speaks to the eternal nature of
man. Each person is tripartite, that it, they are made of body, soul and spirit.
The beasts of the field have bodies, they have the spirit of life within them
but they do not have eternal souls. Of all of God's creations only man was
given an eternal soul. It is this eternal element which imprints us with the
image of God who Himself is eternal.

C. We have been created in God's image with certain physical
aspects

Most of us accept the Biblical assentation that we have been created in the
image of God, and most people think that being created in the image of God
means we look like God, like little copies or replicas of God. So what does it
mean to be created in God’s image, We are not made to be little images of
God, we are made to Image God, to reflect God in our lives.

While God is a Spirit and does not have a body there are things which God
has given us physically which enable us to be like Him. For instance, our
eyes enable us to see. While God sees everything and we see only some
things, nonetheless we are able to see, which makes us like Him. God hears
all things, and our physical ears enable us to hear some things, again, one of
the ways wherein our physical bodies endow us with certain qualities of the
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Divine. Our mouths and voices give us the ability to speak, God speaks, and
thus we are, in this way, like Him.

D. We are created in God's moral image

As creatures that are morally accountable to God for our actions, we have an
inner sense of right and wrong that sets us apart from animals who merely
respond from fear of punishment or hope of reward. C.S. Lewis calls this a

moral "oughtness , that is, we know what we ought to do and what we
ought not to do.

Of all of God's creations, man alone was given a choice by God to obey or
disobey the voice of God. The beast of the field, the fowl of the air and the
fish of the sea live by instinct, and do not possess the ability to reason and
rationalize moral, as does man.

Cats don't sit around and discuss the nature of the person of Christ. Dogs
don't have the ability to delve into the finer nuances of ethics and morality.
Man alone was given that ability, and in this we bear the image of our
creator, who is Himself the personification of righteousness, justice and
moral uprightness.

Our likeness to God is reflected in behavior that is holy and righteous before
Him and our unlikeness to Him is revealed whenever we sin.

E. We were created to rule

God told Adam and Eve to have dominion over the world. He gave them the
power and the ability to rule over it. Think about it, before the fall all of
nature was under Adam's rule. But when he rebelled against God, nature
rebelled against him and has been in rebellion ever since.

So, we can say that in the realm of intellect and reasoning, in the dominion
He has given us over creation, in our spiritual capacity to know God and be
in fellowship with Him and in our physical appearance and ability to walk
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upright, something which sets us apart from all animals, we reflect the
uniqueness of the image of God.

The theory of evolution is more than simply a theory about how humanity
came to be. It is rooted and grounded in a philosophy which seeks nothing
less than the denial of God's existence.

That's why we often call it atheistic evolutionism. The evolutionist says that
man is merely an animal, perhaps more highly evolved than the rest of the
animals, but none the less just an animal.

And if that is so, if we are here by chance and there is nothing more than
naturalism and materialism, and there is no God then man is free to follow
his instincts, after all, he's just doing what's natural.

Evolution champions a theory known as the survival of the fittest, which
simply means that in a world where natural selection is the law of the land,
only the fittest survive, in fact, only the fittest should survive.

In the moral universe of the Darwinists there is no room for

handicapped children, for unwanted pregnancies or for the feeble and
elderly.

With a cold and efficient determination that would make Hitler proud, the
morality of evolution would not only allow but justify the extermination of
those who are not society's fittest.

We know that Sin entered the world in Genesis 3 when Satan tempted Adam
and Eve. They had the ability to choose between obeying God and
disobeying Him and of their own free will they chose to disobey Him.

The consequences of their actions were disastrous, because they rebelled
against God, God not only cast them out of the Garden, but through their
sin, sickness and death came into the world and the entire earth became
hostile to humanity.
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Once Adam and Eve sinned, all of humanity, that is, all of their descendants
came under the condemnation of sin. That means that you and I and every
other human born are born with a sinful nature. We are not only sinners
because we sin; we sin primarily because we are sinners.

As soon as we are morally able, we sin; not just because we want to but
because it is simply our nature. We are born with a natural inherent bent
toward sin. It's just in our nature.

That's why the Bible says that all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God. Jeremiah 17:9 says that the Human heart is deceitful above all things
and is desperately wicked. This is just the truth about human nature.

You don't have to teach a baby to be selfish or to fight another child for a
toy, this comes natural. You have to teach children to behave, not to
misbehave. You have to teach them to be nice, not to be mean; that comes
natural.

The one and only exception to this was Jesus, who was born of the Holy
Spirit and of the Virgin Mary. The Bible calls Jesus the second Adam, that is,
He is the only other man who did not naturally possess a sinful nature.

The question comes up whether or not Jesus could have sinned. But there is
another way of to look at it. It's not that Jesus did not have the ability to sin,
I believe He did, otherwise He would not have been 100% human and could
not have been truly tempted.

What set Jesus apart from us is that He had the ability not to sin and He
resisted the temptation to sin, thus succeeding where our ancestor Adam

failed. That's why Jesus was an acceptable sacrifice for our sins.

He who knew no sin became sin on account of us. Because He was innocent
of sin, He was willing to pay the penalty for our sins with His blood.

So you see, while we were created in the image of God, and part of that
initially meant that man was without sin, when Adam sinned against God,
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his sin not only separated him and his wife from God, but all of their
descendants.

However, God, in His great love, who created us to be in fellowship with
Him and to live for His glory, desired so much for us to be restored, that He
sent His only Son Jesus to pay the penalty for our sins so that by placing our
trust in Him we could have forgiveness of sins and once again be in
fellowship with God.

So, now that we understand about our OTigins and something about our

nature and our fallen sinful state, what do we do with this

knowledge?

How do we take what we know and translate it into actions? What action

does this knowledge call for?

II1. What are we to do?

A quote from the movie, “The fastest Indian” Anthony Hopkins asks one of

the Indians, “Have you lived here your whole life?” he responds, “Not

»

yet.

Allow me to suggest four things I believe this knowledge calls for us to do -
four practical suggestions as to how we can apply this teaching to our lives.

A. Live in Relationship with your Creator

We are created for God’s pleasure, we are to worship him with our
hearts not just our hands. Not by simply making replicas of him but through

relationships.

The greatest truth we will ever understand about ourselves is that we are
sinners in need of God's grace.
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On our own, without God's grace and His giving of Himself through the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, there is no way we can ever be in fellowship with
Him.

God loves us and invites each of us to freely receive His gift of forgiveness of
sins and eternal life. All we have to do is accept His free gift. He is offering it

to you Today:.

If you have never come to know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, if
you've never placed your trust for eternal life in Him,

God is inviting you today to be in fellowship with Him through Jesus
Christ the Son.

By placing your trust in the finished work of Jesus you can overcome the
curse of sin and be restored to fellowship with God. And there is no other
way to be in fellowship with God. Jesus said in John 14:6, "I am the way, the
truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me." Only in
Jesus will you find a pathway which leads to fellowship with God.

B. Live in accordance with your Creator's purpose

God did not need man, but scripture tells us in Isaiah 43:7 that He created us
for His own glory. This tells us that we are significant and that we are
important to God.

Our purpose in life then, is not to

v GlOI‘ify ourselves which is narcissism, or to

v" Seek our greatest pleasure, which is hedonism, but
v To glorify God!
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According to scripture God created mankind in a perfect state with the
desire and intention of being in fellowship with Him. But sin made us selfish
and directed our desires and attention away from God.

When we come to Jesus, when we allow Him to restore us to fellowship with
God we can once again live in accordance with our Creator's purpose.

Since we were created for His glory, our greatest joy and our greatest
fulfillment is to be found in being in relationship with God and glorifying
Him through our lives.

That means everything we do, everything we say, every breath we take
should bring Glory to God.

That'll revolutionize the way you live your life. Everything you do should be
to the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31 says, “Therefore, whether you eat or
drink, or whatever you do, do everything for God's glory."

C. Live in accordance with your Creator's principles

Simply put this means allowing God's truth to govern your thoughts and
actions. For so many Christians there seems to be a disconnect between
what we do at church on Sunday mornings and what we do throughout the
rest of the week in the work-a-day world, but this should never be the case.

If we are Christians than we are called to be ambassadors for

Christ, demonstrating His truth to the world around us in all we say and

do, no matter what day of the week it is.

Through our lives the world should be able to see that Jesus is real and that
our God lives and reigns. You cannot be in right fellowship with God and you
certainly cannot live for His glory if you are not living in accordance with His
word.
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D. Live to advance His rule and reign

This means making the Kingdom of God and His righteousness the
central and dominant focus of your life. This means telling others about

Him.

Knowing what you know about all humanity, that they are all sinners and
possess a desperately wicked heart, and knowing that Jesus is the only cure
for the sin sick heart of humanity, you and I have a responsibility to go and
tell others how they can know their Creator and how they can live in
consonance with His divine purpose for their lives.

Conclusion:
What about you this morning?

Have you ever come to terms with your own sinful nature and recognized
that you need Jesus to forgive you of your sins?

The scripture says that whosoever will may come. All you have to do is to
come and ask Jesus to forgive you and to give you His gift of eternal life.

He has promised that if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Let us pray....



