
DARING TO BE GENEROUS 

 

​ Good morning! We’re on part 8 of our series “Daring Faith: The Key to 

Miracles” and today we’re going to talk about generosity. So, my message is 

entitled, “Daring to Be Generous”.  

In the Bible there are about seven thousand promises of God.  These are blank 

checks for you.  And God says, “If you do this, I’ll do that.”  With every promise 

there is a premise.  God says there’s a condition for every one of the promises of 

God in your life.  Promises for success.  Promises for satisfaction.  Promises for 

fulfillment.  Promises of blessing.  Over seven thousand promises of God to you. 

But every promise has a premise.  In the Bible the number one thing that God 

has promises about is connected to generosity.  There are more promises related to 

generosity in the Bible than any other subject. 

And when I say generosity I’m not just talking about money.  I’m talking about 

being generous with your time; being generous with your energy; being generous 

with your praise; being generous with your talent; being generous with every area 

of your life.  It is becoming an unselfish person.  There are more promises about 

that than anything else. 

So what is generosity?  Why is God so interested in generosity?  Why is he so 

interested in us learning how to be generous that he gives all these kind of rewards 

and promises, more than any other thing? The answer is because generosity is love 

in action.  You can give without loving but you cannot love without giving.  You 

cannot be loving without being generous.  

If I tell my wife that I love her but I’m not generous with my wife, I don’t 

really love her.  If I’m not generous with my kids, I don’t really love my kids.  

Because love gives.   

 
 



 
 

The Bible says, “God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son”.  

And as I said, generosity is simply love in action.  And if I’m not a generous 

person, I’m not a loving person – I may think I am, but I’m not – because love is 

all about giving.  It’s not about getting. 

Interestingly, I did a study of the major words of the Bible, the key words of the 

Bible.  The word “believe” – we all know that’s important – is used 272 times in 

the Bible.  Believe.  Two hundred seventy two times. Pray.  That’s an important 

word.  That is used in the Bible 371 times.  Three hundred seventy one times. ​

The word “love.”  Obviously that’s an important word, is used 714 times in the 

Bible.  But the word “give” is used 2,152 times.  Why?  Because God is a giver. 

Everything you have in your life is a gift from God.  If God was not generous 

you would have nothing.  Your heart would stop beating right now.  God is a 

generous God.  He gives you air, sunshine, a mind to think and everything else in 

your life is a sheer gift from God.  Even the ability to earn is a gift from God. And 

God wants us to learn to be like him. 

This morning, I’d like to share with you the benefits of being generous. I’m 

going to give you 10. I know that’s a lot but I hope you’ll be generous with your 

time as you listen to me.  

This is what happens every time you are generous. 

Number one, the first thing that happens, generosity honors God.   

​ 1.  ​ GENEROSITY HONORS GOD 

You see, giving is an act of worship and it’s a recognition that everything you 

have is a gift from God. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 9, “Others will praise 

God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of 

Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.” 

When you are generous, other people notice that and they praise God for your act 

of generosity.  
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Let’s look at Proverb 14:31. It says, “He who is generous to the needy honors 

him.” 

Number two, 

​ 2.  ​ GENEROSITY DRAWS ME CLOSER TO GOD. 

Why?  Because whatever I invest in is what I’m interested in.  If I invest my 

time in something, I invest my money in something, I invest my energy in 

something – whether it’s golf or a new business plan, whatever I invest my time 

and money in shows what’s important to me.   

When I invest in God and his work it not only honors God it draws me closer 

to him because wherever my money and time go is what attracts me. The Bible 

says this in Deuteronomy 14:23 (LB). “The purpose of tithing is to teach you to 

always put God first in your lives.” 

We give the first part of our income, the first ten percent, on the first day of the 

week.  We say “God you’re really number one – it all came from you.” 

In Matthew 6:21, Jesus says, “Your heart will be wherever your treasure is.” 

He’s saying, “Wherever you put your money that’s where your heart’s going to 

be”.  If you want to be closer to God, put some money in the things the count for 

eternity.  It’ll draw you closer to God. 

Number three,  

​ 3. ​ GENEROSITY MAKES ME MORE LIKE JESUS. 

Generosity makes me more like Jesus.  Because the most generous person who 

ever lived, of course, was Jesus Christ.  He sacrificed his own life. 

The Bible says we have been saved because of the generosity of Jesus.  Every 

time you give – time, money, energy, anything – you become more like Jesus.  

Every time you give, your heart grows bigger.  Every time you give, you become 

more like Christ. The Bible says this. Proverbs 21:26 (NLT), “Some people are 

always greedy for more, but the godly love to give!” 
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And the more godly you become the more generous you are.  It also works in 

reverse: the more generous you are the more godly you’re going to become.  The 

more godly you are the more generous you’ll be.  The more generous you are the 

more godly you’ll be.  In other words to live a holy life is to be a giver.  It makes 

me like Christ. 

Number four,   

​ 4.  ​ GENEROSITY IS THE CURE FOR MATERIALISM. 

Materialism is all about getting.  Get all you can and can all you get.  

Materialism is about taking in and acquiring and hoarding and I’ve got to get more 

and more and more.  The only antidote, the only antidote to materialism is giving.   

You may say I’m not materialistic.  But if you’re not generous you are.  Thus, 

to break the grip of materialism in your life, you give. That’s the antidote to 

materialism. 

Jesus says in Matthew 6:24, “You cannot serve both God and money.”  Note 

the word “cannot.” Notice he didn’t say you should not serve both God and money.  

He said you can’t.  It’s impossible.  You can’t have two gods in your life.  You’ve 

got to decide what’s more important to you – having lots of money or serving God.  

What’s more important to me?  Is God number one in my life or is money number 

one in my life?  He says you can’t have two gods.  You can’t serve both in your 

life.  

In a consumer driven culture, and especially in the good life of the Metro DC 

area, it’s pretty hard to fight materialism.  Everybody agree with that?  It’s very 

easy to get caught up in being a consumer and thinking that my life, that my net 

worth determines my self worth.  It does not.  Your values are not your valuables.  

And your net worth and your self worth are not connected. 

But daily you are bombarded by advertising.  And Satan has a little tool he 

likes to use to make you materialistic.  It’s called catalogs.  When you look through 

4 
 



 
 

a catalog you go, “I didn’t even know they made that but I’ve got to have it now!  

Where was I without that?” 

1 Timothy 6:17-19 says this. “Command those who are rich in this present 

world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but 

to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment. 18 Command them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be 

generous and willing to share. 19 In this way they will lay up treasure for 

themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold 

of the life that is truly life.” 

Folks, you don’t know what you’re really living for until you break the grip of 

materialism in your life. 

Number five,  

​ 5.  ​ GENEROSITY REVEALS MY CHARACTER. 

In other words it shows what kind of heart you really have.  It shows do I have 

a selfish heart or do I have an unselfish heart?  Do I have a generous heart or do I 

have a stingy heart?  Giving – generosity – shows what my heart is really like.   

In fact, the Bible says that God uses money to test what’s really inside of you.  

And he uses money to test and see if he can trust you with more.  And he says if 

you’re faithful with little things I’ll give you more things.  And the Bible says if 

you’re faithful with that which is not your own – what I loan you while you’re on 

earth – I will give you greater blessing in eternity. 

You may not realize this but the rewards and responsibilities that you have in 

heaven are going to be based on how you manage your money.  Look at this next 

verse.  Jesus Christ said it, “So if you have not been trustworthy in handling 

worldly wealth, [You don’t manage your money well; you’re not generous with it] 

who will trust you with true riches?”  (Luke 16:11) 
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And the answer is nobody.  Nobody. God won’t.  Your responsibility and 

rewards in heaven are going to be built on how you handled what God gave you 

right now.  What did you do with what you were given? 

Number six   

​ 6. ​ GENEROSITY BRINGS GOD’S BLESSING. 

I could give you a hundred verses on this in the Bible.  Generosity brings God’s 

blessing.  If you want God’s blessing on your life you must learn to not be a miser; 

you must learn to not be stingy.  You must learn to be open handed with what God 

has given you – helping other people with everything you’ve got.  The more you 

give away your time, your talent, your treasure the more God will give you.  

Giving brings God’s blessing. 

Look at these verses. Proverb 22:9, “The generous will themselves be blessed.” 

You either believe that or you don’t.  But God said it and it’s true. 

Deuteronomy 15:10, “ Give generously to them and do so without a grudging 

heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all your work and in 

everything you put your hand to.”  You want God to bless everything you put your 

hand to?  There’s the answer right there.  Give generously.  That’s one of those 

7,000 promises. 

Here’s another one.  2 Corinthians 9:7-8, “You must each decide in your heart 

how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God 

loves a person who gives cheerfully.’ And God will generously provide all you 

need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share 

with others.” 

Generosity brings God’s blessing. 

Number seven, 

​ 7.​ GENEROSITY INCREASES MY HAPPINESS. 
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Everybody knows this.  The only people who don’t know it are people who 

aren’t generous.  Jesus said it like this in Acts 20:35 (TEV). “Jesus said, ‘There is 

more happiness in giving than in receiving.’”  That’s the literal rendering of “It is 

more blessed to give than to receive.” The Greek word used is Makarios for 

blessed which is another word for happiness. 

I will admit to you when I was a child at Christmas it wasn’t all about what I 

bought everybody else.  When I was a child it was all about what I got.  And as a 

child all my joy came from the presents I got not from the presents I gave to other 

people.   

But that was a long time ago.  I was immature and I was self centered.  Today 

I’m a father.  Today at Christmas it’s not about the presents I get.  My joy comes 

from watching other people unwrap the gifts that I’ve given to them. Why?  

Because I grew up!  I stopped being self centered.  It stopped being about me.  

That’s called maturity.   

Unfortunately some people never grow up.  And at 80 years old it’s still all 

about them. What am I getting out of this?  And they’ve never learned the joy of 

generosity.  Generosity increases my happiness. Doesn’t it make you feel happy 

when you see another person being happy because you have given to that person? 

Number eight, this is a big one… 

​ 8.​ GENEROSITY MULTIPLIES MY MONEY. 

Generosity actually multiplies my money.   

You see, God has worked out the universe in such a way that when I give God 

ten percent of my income – that’s called tithing – that he makes the 90 percent go 

farther than if I had a hundred percent on my own. The Bible says this: Proverbs 

11:25 (ESV), “You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way.”   

God multiplies your money.  You play this game.  God says, “You give to me 

and I’ll give to you and you give to others and I’ll give to you and we’ll see who 

7 
 



 
 

wins.”  You’re never going to win the generosity game. I can tell you that.  

Generosity multiplies my money. 

Number nine, 

​ 9.   GENEROSITY BRINGS GOD’S PROTECTION. 

A lot of people don’t know this one.  That it actually brings God’s protection.  

On your family.  on your business.  On your own life.  

Psalm 112:5-7, “Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, 

who conduct their affairs with justice. Surely the righteous will never be shaken; 

they will be remembered forever. They will have no fear of bad news; their hearts 

are steadfast, trusting in the Lord.” 

  Notice it doesn’t say you’re not going to have any troubles.  It says you’re not 

shaken by them.  Everybody has tough times.  Everybody goes through problems. 

Everybody receives bad news. There’s no guarantee of a problem free life.  But 

when you’re generous, God says I’ll make sure you’re not blown away by them.  

You’re not going to be moved by the difficult circumstances that happen in your 

life.  

Generosity brings God’s protection. 

Then number 10,   

​ 10.   GENEROSITY WILL BE REWARDED IN HEAVEN. 

​ The Bible says this: 1 Timothy 6:18-19, “Tell them to use their money to do 

good....”  [Note the word “use.”  Money is to be used.  It is not to be loved.  It is to 

be used.  If you use money, you love people.  If you start loving money, you’re 

going to use people. 

You see, money is a tool.  Money is neither good nor bad.  It’s just neutral.  

You can use it for good or you can use it for bad.  There’s nothing evil about 

money.  It’s just neutral.  It can be used in really good ways; it can be used in really 

bad ways.   
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People say, “Doesn’t Bible say money is the root of all evil?”  No, it doesn’t.  It 

doesn’t say that.  It says the love of money is the root of all evil.  You’re to love 

people and use money.  Not reversed.  So he says use their money to do good,  

“…They should be rich in good works and should give happily to those in need, 

always being ready to share with others whatever God has given them. By doing 

this they will be storing up real treasure for themselves in heaven—it is the only 

safe investment for eternity! And they will be living a fruitful Christian life down 

here as well.” 

Folks, one thing is true. You can’t take money with you.  You never see a 

hearse pulling a U-Haul full of luggages of money.  You can’t take it with you but 

you can send it on ahead.   

How do you do that?  Four times in Scripture Jesus says store up treasure in 

heaven.  How do you do that?  How do you bank in heaven?  

By investing in people who are going there.  That’s how you do it.   By 

investing in what we’re doing in Daring Faith.  Getting people into heaven.  

Getting them strong.  Getting them growing.  He said that’s investing in heaven.  

He said what you send on ahead you’re going to be able to enjoy the treasures in 

heaven for yourself. 

One of the most important things that Jesus said is this next verse.  Luke 16:9, 

“I tell you, use worldly wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is 

gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.” 

What does it mean to use my worldly wealth to benefit others and make 

friends?  He’s not saying go out and buy a bunch of friends.  That’s not what he’s 

saying.  What he’s saying is this: Take some of your money and use it to build 

bridges of friendship to bring people to Jesus Christ who are then going to be saved 

and they’re going to go to heaven with you.  And when you get to heaven then 
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there will be people in heaven who greet you and say, “You’re here!  Thank God 

for all you did.  You gave some money that brought me to Jesus Christ.  I’m in 

heaven because of you.  I’m your friend forever.”   

Is anybody going to be in heaven because of the way you use your money?  

Are you going to have any friends up there because people say, “Thank you.  I’m 

here because of you.  You bought a Bible, you sponsored a project; you built a 

church; you helped the program; you did other things… and through that I came to 

know the Lord.  I’m here because of you.  I’m your friend forever.”   

That is what it means to be rewarded in heaven.  And those are rewards you’re 

going to have forever.  Everything I spend on myself on earth, I’m losing.  

Everything I invest in others and in God’s work I’m going to gain again in heaven.   

Where do I want to keep my greatest wealth?  Here where I get to use it for 80 

years.  Or in heaven where I get to use it for trillions of years in eternity?  It’s a no 

brainer.  Generosity will be rewarded in heaven.   

Folks, those are the 10 benefits of generosity. Will you be generous with your 

time, money, and effort? God rewards generosity. He is always faithful. 

Now, talking about generosity, we’re going to have a Special Offering Sunday. 

That will be two weeks from now. At our Worship at the Park. Next Sunday, my 

family won’t be here. We’re going to drive Eze back to his school. Pastor Arnel 

Santos, I mean, Aristoteles of Agape Baptist Church will be speaking in my place. 

So behave. 

So, two Sundays from now we are going to make a pledge to participate in our 

Building Project. We’re going to distribute envelopes that contain a pledge which 

you will sign before putting it back in the envelope. I’ll give you more details this 

week through an email. So, you have two weeks to pray about and ask God to 

guide you in making a pledge. Are you with me or are you with me? 
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