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THE ALPHA AND OMEGA
“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and
the End.” Revelation 22:13 (NIV)

We’re continuing our series on the titles of Jesus and we’re calling it “Jesus
1s”. Today, we’re looking at Jesus is the Alpha and Omega. Now, some of you may
be expecting a message about love. Valentine’s Day is a few days away after all.
However, it is on a day which is six days from today and, frankly, the directors
thought about when should we celebrate Valentine’s Day. If we did it today, it’s
kind of too early. If we celebrate it on Sunday, it’ll be a day too late. In the end, we
decided to celebrate it a day late. At least, the memory of the day is still fresh and
love in the air still lingers. So, remember that. Next Sunday is our Valentine’s Day
celebration. Wear red next Sunday. But men, remember that Valentines’ Day is on
Saturday. No excuses.

Going back to our message for today, the thing is, it is still a message about
love. The love of Jesus for each of us. | will touch on the never-ending love of
Jesus in this message.

Let me read Revelation 22:13.

So, Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning
and the End. All three phrases are synonymous, of course. They mean the same

thing. Now, Alpha is the first letter in the Greek alphabet. Omega is the last letter.



Fil-Am Community Church 2

(Show letters on slide) If John knew English, he would write, “I am the A and the
7.

Now, there are two other verses in Revelation where this title appears. First
in chapter 1.8, “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and
who was, and who is to come, the Almighty”. And then, also in chapter 21:5:6,

“He who was seated on the throne said..., ‘7 am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End.’”

Note that in both passages, God Almighty, the one who is on the throne
claims the title. Then, in our text for today, Jesus claims the same title. This only
means one thing. Jesus is God Almighty. This is one of those things that helped
convince me that Jesus is God when I was making the leap from the Jehovah’s
Witnesses to biblical Christianity.

Now, what does Alpha and Omega mean? They mean three things. First, it
means

1. JESUS IS COMPLETE

In the Hebrew alphabet the first letter is Aleph and the last letter is Tau. The
Jewish people used these letters in a similar way to our text. The rabbis used to say
that Adam transgressed the law from Aleph to Tau, but Abraham kept the law from
Aleph to Tau. They also used to say that God blessed His people from Aleph to
Tau. And what they were getting at is the sense of completeness. The law was
completely broken by Adam, the law was kept completely by Abraham, and God
had blessed His people in the most complete way possible.

So, this idea of completeness is applied to the Person of Jesus Christ. When
John says that Jesus is the Alpha and Omega — He is saying that Jesus is complete
within Himself with no need of anything or anyone else. He has all power, all

wisdom, all knowledge, all holiness, and all goodness. Another way of putting it is
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that there is nothing that He lacks. And isn’t that like God? Jesus is the perfect God
who is all holy, all good, all-loving, all-faithful.

Think about that for a second. If Jesus is complete and perfect, what does it
mean to you? It means that everything you need is in him. You will not lack
anything if you are in Jesus. He is the answer to your questions. He is your
satisfaction. The Psalmist says, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want”.

That’s from the King James Version. Other versions of the Bible try to
express this truth in their own way in order to capture the reality that Jesus is
complete and we are complete in Jesus:

Some of the familiar versions say it this way:

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want.” (NIV)

“The Lord 1s my shepherd, I have all I need.” (NLT)

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want.” (NASB)

“God, my shepherd, I don’t need a thing.” (MSG)

“The Lord is my shepherd, I have everything I need.” (GNT)

So, what does this exactly mean? You see, being your shepherd, Jesus
watches over you. Since he is watching over you, all your needs will be met. When
David wrote this, he was living at a time when food and shelter were really hard to
come by. More often than not, the ordinary Jew was always busy finding ways to
feed himself and his family. They have to be resourceful and creative. Most of
them lived a hand-to-mouth existence.

People in our time cannot identify with this because we have all the
amenities in life. The comforts of life are within reach. We have houses, cars, TVSs,
sometimes more than we need. And if we want more, we get it with the help of
what? The almighty credit card! We have been dependent on that card that has

been the curse of modern society.



Fil-Am Community Church 4

And I’m not talking only about material needs. We have emotional needs,
physical needs, relationship needs, spiritual needs, etc, but people run to things
offered by this world to meet their needs. If they’re feeling lonely, they go to
Disneyland. If they want direction in life, they watch Oprah or Dr. Phil. If they’re
unsure of the future, they read their horoscope or dial an 800 number and they’ll
hear someone say “I knew you would call”.

| hope none of us are doing these things. If you are, my point is, you cannot
find the answer in anything else but in Jesus, Amen? Try Jesus first and you’ll find
that you won’t try anything else afterwards.

But trying Jesus can be hard because it means surrendering your rights to
Jesus and abandoning yourself. Giving up those things that you cherish the most.
And what do we cherish the most? Our independence. We want to do things our
own way.

Jesus will not have it any other way. It’s either him or the highway. He says
in Luke 9:23 (NLT), “Then he said to the crowd, “If any of you wants to be my
follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and
follow me.”

Years ago, | believe | mentioned this before, | suffered from severe panic
attacks. When I get them, I’d feel tense all over my body, from my head to my toe
and there were times I just didn’t want to move any part of my body. I began to
have them because | turned away from God and dabbled in eastern religions. But
they didn’t give me the answers I was looking for and then | experienced setbacks
in my life, one after the other, until | became a total wreck. At the time, I began to
go to church again, tried to be active, but it didn’t help. Then, I took on physical
activities like running everyday thinking that physical activities could help

improve my mental and emotional well-being. That didn’t help either. I remember
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after my morning run, I would still feel tense and anxious while taking a rest in the
living room.

Until in my desperation I called on Jesus. I said, “Lord Jesus, I don’t” know
what to do but | acknowledge you are Lord. | surrender. Please do what you want
to do with my life.” After that prayer, I decided to stop running and doing all other
activities | thought would cure me. | left everything to Jesus. And that’s when he
gradually intervened in many areas of my life that needed change.

He gave me a new job, opened a ministry for me in my church in Australia,
led me to undergo missionary training in Hawaii and Russia, brought me here to
the US, made me enroll in a Bible school in New York, took me to Brooklyn to
pastor a church, spoke to me about marrying a beautiful girl, moved me here to
Virginia and directed me to settle in a church filled with wonderful and loving
people in Alexandria. Amen? I hope you’re not having panic attacks since | came.

Are you hungry and thirsty? Jesus offers you himself. He is the Bread of
Life and the Fountain of Life. In fact, he says in John 14:4 (NLT), “But those who
drink the water | give will never be thirsty again. It becomes a fresh, bubbling
spring within them, giving them eternal life."

Friend,you have everything you need in Jesus. And, in Jesus you will not
want anything. That’s why he is your Alpha and Omega. The first and the last and
everything in between. So, what is our take-away?

Jesus is complete and | am complete in him. Say that to your neighbor.

Another meaning that the title Alpha and Omega tries to convey is that
2. JESUS IS ETERNAL

Alpha and Omega doesn’t mean that Jesus has a literal beginning and a
literal end. It tells quite the opposite. Jesus did not have a beginning in the way that

you and | had. While it is true that he was born as a baby on earth, he existed in
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heaven prior to that. That’s why he said to the Jews during his day, “Before
Abraham was, I am” (John 8:58 NIV).

Alpha and Omega means Jesus was at the beginning of all things and will be
at the close. You see, it was Christ, as second Person of the Trinity, who brought
about the creation: “Through him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made” (John 1:3), and his second coming will be the beginning
of the end of creation as we know it.

“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will
pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and
the earth and its works will be burned up.” (2 Peter 3:10) But, of course, in the
next verse it says that God will re-create the heavens and the earth. So as God
Incarnate, Jesus has no beginning, nor will He have any end with respect to time.
He is from everlasting to everlasting. He always existed and always will exist.

Because Jesus is eternal, his character and the things he has done for us are
eternal as well. There’s no expiration date, so to speak. It’s hard for us to believe
this because we are finite human beings, we have limited understanding. We are
used to thinking that everything expires. Like this man who was caught by his wife
seriously staring at their marriage certificate. After a long time his wife asked,
“What are you looking for? He replied, “The expiration date.” I thought I’d throw
that in because Valentine’s Day is near. Men, there’s no expiration date in your
marriage certificate. Let me hear the women say, Amen. If there is, let me know.

So, going back to my message before my time expires, because he is eternal,
Jesus’ love for you is eternal as well. There will never be a time when he stops
loving you. Our problem sometimes is that when things go bad, when we’re
suffering, like when we get sick or we lose our job, we have this misguided notion
that Jesus is angry with us and is punishing us, that he doesn’t love us anymore.
That’s not what the Bible says. You shouldn’t rely on your feelings. You should



Fil-Am Community Church 7

rely only and believe only on the eternal truth in the Bible that says that Jesus loves
you and that will never change. Whatever you may do or not do. Period.

How many of you have seen a hamster running on a wheel? That poor
hamster runs on a wheel thinking that it will take him somewhere. But, of course,
he never goes anywhere. Many Christians are like hamsters. They think that by
doing this and that, being good, being busy, they will earn the favor of God.

Or they will please God. And, therefore, God will bless them and love them
more. Nothing can be further from the truth. God already loves you for who you
are.

You are his child. This relationship will never change. Therefore, whatever
you do or not do will not make him love you less or more. His love is constant and
should I say, everlasting? In Jeremiah 31:3 (NIV), God says, “I have loved you
with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.” So, get off
that wheel. And just start trusting that Jesus loves you.

Now, because Jesus loves you eternally, it follows that he also saves you
eternally. You see, he saved you because he loves you. And since his love will
never change, the salvation he gives you will never change as well. There will
never be a time when you lose your salvation or you will ever become less saved.
“Once saved always saved” is the term that is commonly used for this teaching
from the Bible.

Some well-meaning Christians teach the opposite, that we can lose our
salvation or that salvation is not permanent. They cite verses in the Bible that seem
to teach that like in Hebrews 6:6 where it seems to say that it’s possible for
someone who has been enlightened to fall away or in Matthew 24:13 where it
seems to say that we have to endure to the end to be saved. But these verses have

to square up with several other verses that talk about how secure we are in the
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hands of Jesus and the Father and that nothing or no one will ever separate us from
the love of Christ. Look at these verses:

“I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish, no one will snatch
them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no
one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.” (John
10:28-30 NIV)

“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,k
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39 NIV)

Aside from this, this doctrine of losing one’s salvation must also square up
with God’s character of love and faithfulness and his sovereignty as well.

The usual argument for the losing one’s salvation teaching is if you cannot
lose salvation, it becomes a license to sin. It will make Christians say, “Hey, I'm
saved and so it doesn’t matter now whether I drink or gamble or go see that
obscene movie. I'm going to heaven anyway.” | actually heard that argument from
another pastor. And so they hunt and peck verses in the Bible to support their
stance.

But it’s not about what we think is right or what we’re afraid Christians will
do. It’s about what the Bible clearly teaches. Besides, do you actually know any
really sincerely converted to Christ person who ever thought of using the “once
saved always saved” teaching as a license to sin? If ever you know one, then I’d
question that person’s conversion. A person who can think that way doesn’t have
the Holy Spirit living in him. A person who is truly saved will seek to do the will
of God.

Anyway, we are saved by Jesus, and our salvation is kept by Jesus. Our

salvation is the work of Jesus through and through. We don’t have any part in it. It
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was began by our Lord and it will be finished by our Lord. That’s why Hebrews
12:2 says that Jesus is the author and finisher of our faith.

Now, | can go on and on about the many blessings that we have in Jesus like
eternal forgiveness, eternal joy, eternal hope, and so on and so forth. But my time
Is not eternal and so let me give you our take-away.

Jesus is eternal and my blessings are eternal.

So, Alpha and Omega means that Jesus is Complete. Jesus is eternal and
lastly,

3. JESUS IS AUTHORITATIVE

The Greeks used to say that Zeus was the beginning, the middle, and the
end. The Jewish rabbis took over this idea and applied it to God, with their own
interpretation. They said that, since God was the beginning, He received his power
from no one; since He was the middle, He shared his power with no one; and since
He was the end, He never handed over his power to anyone.

And now Jesus uses this same language concerning Himself — the point is
that Zeus is not in charge, and neither are any of the other so-called gods. Jesus is
the only true God, the creator and master of the universe.

What authority does Jesus have? In the New Testament, we see that Jesus
exercised authority over several things. For example, he has authority over nature.
He stilled a stormy sea. He has authority over sickness. He healed the sick, made
the lame walk, made the blind see, made the leprous whole again. He has authority
over people. He called people to follow him. He has authority over death. He
raised Lazarus and a little girl. He has authority over events and circumstances. He
raised himself from the dead. He has authority over demons. He ordered demons to
leave a man’s body.

Jesus has been called a great teacher and a prophet. They say that Jesus is

like any great teacher in history. But the authority of Jesus over nature, over
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people, etc. is what sets him apart from these other great teachers. They can never
do what Jesus has done. All of these great teachers of the past are gone but Jesus is
alive. Amen?

So, you see, because Jesus is authoritative, he is powerful and mighty. He
has total control of everything. Therefore, you don’t need to be afraid. Jesus has
total control of your situation.

Are you facing a difficult challenge in life? Do you have a financial
problem? Are you suffering from sickness? Is your child hard to discipline? Do
you feel stressed out in your job? Are you enslaved to a destructive habit? You
want to change but you don’t have the power to do so?

Friend, Jesus has authority over your circumstance. He has authority over
your problems. He says in John 16:33, “I have told you these things, so that in me
you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! | have
overcome the world.”

What is our take-away? It is this: Jesus is authoritative and my situation is
under his control.

[ invite you right now, to stand where you are,...



