I’m sure many of us, if not all of us, have heard about the senseless killing of
Charlie Kirk. Charlie, who was 31, was a man of God who defended the truth and
exposed evil. He is now in heaven, enjoying the presence of Jesus.

Charlie was the founder of Turning Point USA at the age of 18. Since his
assassination, Turning Point USA received a staggering 18,000 new chapter
requests. This surge came shortly after Erika Kirk, Charlie’s widow, delivered an
emotional speech urging young people to carry forward his mission of faith,
patriotism, and moral conviction. Before this wave of interest, TPUSA had around
9,000 college chapters and 1,100 high school chapters. Erika’s message—“The
movement is not going anywhere, and it will only grow stronger when you join
it"—seems to have ignited a powerful response nationwide.

The Bible says, “Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the
ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many
seeds.” (John 12:24) Also, in Psalm 116:5, it says, “Precious in the sight of the
LORD is the death of his faithful servants.”

Now, we may harbor anger and bitterness against the person who killed Charlie.
Deep inside, we may even say, “He deserves the death penalty.” We may even be
truly antagonistic now against those who are on the liberal side who even seemed
to revel at the death of Charlie. Let’s look at how Jesus handled people who were
extraordinarily evil.

What did the person on the cross to the right of Jesus do? No one knows today.
Maybe he assassinated someone as amazing as Charlie Kirk. Yet God forgave him
and told him He would be with Him in paradise that very day.

That may be a stretch for you, but this one won’t be. We know about the first
martyr, Stephen. He was very much like Charlie. But who helped kill him? Wasn’t
it Saul, who converted and is now our beloved Paul, who wrote over half the New
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Jesus and Stephen both asked God to forgive those who were killing them.
Charlie would want that from all of us too. We need to forgive those that killed him
and those that cheer the killing, and love them and take the Gospel to them. What
else would ambassadors of Christ do?

Let us pray.

Father God, help us to remember You are still in the business of turning Saul’s
into Paul’s. So help us to love You enough to trust that we can love our enemies.
We lift up Charlie Kirk’s family to You today. What happened to them is absolutely
gut-wrenching, but You are an expert in making beauty from ashes. Turning Point
USA has had 20,000 new chapter requests, they only had 9,000 colleges and
schools before. We see so many people saying they are going to church for the first
time today. We hear the streets of London filled with nearly 2 million people
saying “Jesus is King!” The whole world is being moved closer to You. Let our
church be ready to move right now to be closer to ALL of them.

In the name of the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, seated on the throne right

now and forever, Jesus Christ, we pray! Amen!



INTEGRATING GOD’S WORD INTO MY LIFE
Psalm 119:20

Welcome to week six of 40 Days in the Word. What I want us to do this week
is prepare us for our last week of 40 Days in the Word. I want to do a little wrap
up and talk about how do I keep on keeping on? How do I maintain a heart for
God’s Word? How do I keep on continuing in the skills and the habits that we’ve
been developing for the past several weeks?

Jesus says in John 8:31, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my
disciples.” He didn’t say if you do it for 40 days then stop. He said if you
continue in my word then you are my disciple.

So this week I want us to look at “How do you maintain a heart for God’s
Word?” I’ve entitled this message, “How to Integrate God’s Word into My Life”.

You know what integration is? The opposite of segregation. Segregation
means to separate into groups. When you segment your life you live a segregated
life. When you take the pieces of the pie and say, this is my personal life and this
is my church life, and this is my business life, and this is my home life, and here’s
my social life, and here’s my school life, then you live a segregated life. You don’t
have an integrated life; and not having an integrated life means you lack integrity.
Integrity comes from that same word. To have integrity means to live your life
integrated, a whole. You don’t act one way with a group of people over here and
another way with a group over here. You don’t act different at home than you do at
church or the way you act at church is different from the way you act at work. To
act the same in all areas as a whole life is an integrated or a life of integrity.

I want you to live that kind of life. I want you to become a man of the Word. I

want you to become a woman of the Word.



How does that happen? It isn’t going to happen at all unless you have the
desire. If you have no intention, if you don’t really desire to be a man of the Word,
if you don’t desire to be a woman of the Word, it’s never going to happen. It starts
with desire.

The first verse on your outline today is out of Psalms 119 verse 20 the
Contemporary English Version, it says this: “What I want most of all [in other
words the number one priority in my life] and at all times [that means it’s
integrated. It’s not just at church time, but at all times] is fo honor your laws.”
David is saying here I want to be a man of the Word. Whether I’'m at work or I’'m
at home or I’'m at a game or I’'m playing with my kids or I’'m on a golf course, |
want to be a man of the Word. I want my life to be led and guided and directed by
the Word of God.

What I want to do this weekend is show you how to do that. How you do that
1s in six very simple steps. So, let’s look at those steps.

1. The first thing I’m going to do if I’m going to become a man of the

Word or a woman of the Word is I must build on it.

In other words I make the Bible the foundation for my life. Whatever is the
foundation will determine how big the structure can be on top of it. So I’m going
to build my life on the Bible.

This 1s what Jesus talks about in Matthew 7. At the end of his very famous
Sermon on the Mount he says this: “Anyone who hears and obeys these teachings
of mine is like a wise person who built a house on solid rock.” (Matthew 7:24)
He’s saying you can build your life on sand or you can build your life on a rock.

If you build your life on the rock of truth, it is solid because truth never
changes. Opinion changes but truth doesn’t change. If it’s true it was true a
thousand years ago; it’ll be true a thousand years from today. Opinion does

change. But if you build on the rock of God’s Word then you’re going to build on
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the stability of something that never changes. When the rogue winds of life come,
when the storms of life, when the trials and the troubles and temptations and all
those tough times inevitably come into your life, you’re not blown away. You’re
not blown over. You don’t crumble like most people do because you are solid.
You’re built on a rock foundation.

On the other hand if you build on the shifting sands of opinion or whatever
happens to be popular, then you’re going to be unsteady. The foundation will
crumble and your life will be miserable.

You know, most people build their lives on shifting sand and their lives fall
apart. Let me give you four common foundations you don t want to build your life
on.

e Popular culture.

Some people build their life on popular culture, because they think, “I just do
what everybody else is doing. Ifit’s popular I do it and if it’s not [ don’t do it.”

The problem with that is whatever is popular today is going to be unpopular
tomorrow. Whatever is in style today will be out of style tomorrow. So it’s a
constantly changing foundation. God says this in Exodus 23:2: “Do not follow the
crowd in doing wrong ” because the crowd is often wrong.

e The second thing you don’t want to build on is tradition.

In other words, I do it because I’ve always done it. That’s a circular reasoning
idea. Or my parents have always done or my grandparents have done. We’ve
always done it that way!

Tradition isn’t bad. In fact something becomes a tradition because it works.
But no tradition lasts forever. Truth lasts forever but no tradition lasts forever.
Traditions eventually wear out, become obsolete and they’re not valid.

Even Jesus says this in Mark 7:8, he says to a group of religious leaders: “You

)

have let go of the commands of God and are holding on to the traditions of men.’
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I know a lot of churches like that. They’re holding on to traditions that aren’t
really in the Bible. They’re just something they’ve always done. Traditional. He
says you’re actually putting tradition before truth and that’s going to get you in
trouble.

e A third thing you don’t want to build your life on is simply reason.

We all need reason. Reason is reasonable. In fact, God gives us the ability to
reason. But sometimes what you think is reasonable is not actually right. “I’ve
always thought...” It really doesn’t matter what you’ve always thought. What
matters is what’s the right thing to do in this circumstance. When I rely on my own
intellect, when I do what I’ve always thought, what seems reasonable to me often
ends up being a mistake. Reason is a good thing but it’s not infallible. Proverbs
16:25, “There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death.”

How many times have you made a decision that you thought was reasonable — I
need to marry this person... I need to get into this business... I need to accept this
job offer... I need to make this investment. What seemed like the right thing was
an absolute disaster. Because your reason isn’t always infallible. You make
mistakes. We’re not always as logical as we think we are.

e The most important one to avoid is the fourth one. Emotion.

Some people build their lives simply on emotion. They build their lives on a
feeling. If it feels right, I do it. If it feels wrong, I don’t do it. In other words I do
what I feel like doing. Do what you feel. 1 feel like doing it and it feels right so it
must be right.

There’s a problem with that — feelings lie. They lie to you all the time. You lie
to yourself more than you lie to anybody else. And your feelings sometimes tell
you things are going great when they aren’t. And sometimes your feelings tell you
things are going to fall apart when they’re actually better than you think they are.
Feelings lie to you all the time. They’re highly unreliable.
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If you live by your feelings you will spend your life manipulated by your
moods. Most of what gets accomplished in the world today is done by people who
don’t feel like doing it when they did it. If you only do what you feel like doing
you’ll stay in bed most days of the week. A lot of times to get anything done
you’ve got to do what you don’t feel like doing.

And if you build your life simply on emotions, there’s a word for that:
immaturity. Maturity and wisdom is when you act according to your values,
according to your convictions and according to what’s right rather than what I feel
like doing. The Bible tells us in Judges 21 — this is like 5,000 years ago — “At that
time there was no king in Israel and people did whatever they felt like doing.”
(Judges 21:25 MSG) Sounds like 2025 to me. Just doing what they feel like doing.

You want to build your life on the Word of God. Even if you don’t always agree
with it. Even if you don’t always like it. It’s not always convenient. It’s not
always politically correct. But if God said it, it’s got to be true. So, God, I'm
going to build my life on the Bible. It is my final authority. Not Oprah, not Dr.
Phil. This is my final authority for life.

2. After you start building on it, the second thing you have to do is you

have to feed on it.

You have to feed on the Bible to get the strength you need. The Bible tells us
that the word of God is spiritual food, in fact it uses several pictures. The Bible
describes itself as the water, the milk, the bread, and the meat of the spiritual life.
So that’s everything that you’re going to need for sustenance. But you have to be
feeding yourself, you have to be eating something. Because just like you need
physical food for physical strength, you’ve got to have spiritual food for spiritual
strength. So you have to be feeding yourself constantly all the time.

If you were a construction director, would you want to send a guy out on your

construction crew that hasn’t eaten anything in two weeks? Or if you’re a
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commander in the army would you send a person into battle who hadn’t had a meal
in a month? Of course not. We need to feed ourselves so we have strength to
accomplish the tasks ahead of us.

The Bible says that we’re all building. The Bible also says we’re all in spiritual
warfare. You’re not going to have much success on building your life or in
winning the spiritual battles you face if you’re starving yourself to death. So we
need to be feeding ourselves on the Word of God.

One of the things I’ve found is, unlike regular food, when I feed on the Word,
the more I eat the hungrier I get. The more I taste to see how good the Lord is, the
more of the sweetness of the honey of the Word, the milk of the Word, the hungrier
I get for it. So I need to be feeding myself on the Word. There’s a verse we looked
at in our home groups first session weeks ago. Colossian 3:16. The Bible says,
“Let the word of Christ dwell in your richly.” Let it dwell in you. Let it move into
you. Let it inhabit you, take up residence, in a rich, profound and life-giving way.
That’s what that verse is saying.

So how do we feed ourselves on the Word of God, to allow that to happen, so
that God’s Word is dwelling in us and building us up?

Let me give you some things to write down.

1. The first way you can take the Word of God in is I can receive it with my
ears.

That means I have to be hearing the Word of God. The Bible says, “...faith
comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about
Christ.” (Rom. 10:17)

So how do you hear it? Commit yourself to come to church. Listen to the
Word of God being preached to you. Listen to it when it is read to you. You can
hear the Word of God when you listen to Christian teaching on podcasts on your

phone or in your cars.



Of course the problem with that, as most of us know, is we forget just about
everything that we hear. I think the statistic is we forget about 95% of what we
hear. If you’re a male, you forget about 105% of everything you hear. So you
can’t just let it go in one ear and out the other. You have to do the second thing.

2. The second way to feed on the Word of God is I read it with my eyes.

So I hear it with my ears but now I read it with my eyes. Why do you think
God gave you his Word? Not just so you can put it on a shelf or download it on
your phone and forget about it. Having a Bible in your house or on your phone is
not going to bless your life. You’ve got to have the Bible in your heart. You’ve
got to take it in by reading the Word of God. So we read it with our eyes.

But reading is still not enough. I can read without understanding. I can read in
a hurry and I really don’t absorb any. So there’s a third way we can feed on the
Word of God and really grow.

3. Iresearch it with my hands and with my mouth.

What does that mean? It means studying the Word of God. Remember, the
difference between reading devotionally and studying the Bible is that when you
study the Bible you’ve got a pencil in your hand. You’ve got to be writing things
down. Writing down your thoughts. Journaling what God is saying to you.

But you also do it with your mouth by talking to other believers. That’s what
small group life is about. We feed ourselves by feeding one another of the truth
that God is speaking to us out of his Word.

So we research it with our hands and our mouth by writing it out and by talking
it out.

4. A fourth way to feed yourself on the Word is I can reflect on it with my
mind.

I reflect on it with my mind. I don’t just read it, maybe talk about it and go on

like nothing happened. But I spend time meditating on the Word of God. That’s
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what 40 Days in the Word has been all about. Different ways to meditate, to reflect
on the Word of God. To think about it, to chew on it, to discuss it with ourselves,
talking about it.

5. Then a fifth way I can feed myself is [ remember it with my heart.

There’s a difference between remembering with your mind and with your heart.
This 1s talking about memorizing Scripture. I’m going to get into that in just a
minute but I want to show you a picture first. I want to show you a picture of what
it can look like to let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly.

I can receive the Word of God with my ears. [ have here a cup of water and a
tea bag. The cup represents your soul. And the tea bag is the Scripture. If I hear or
read a passage of Scripture it’s like dipping the tea bag in one time. It doesn’t
really do very much to the water does it? But if I come back and I begin to study
it, to take notes, to write down things about it, to start to talk to other people about
what the Word of God says. and I start to reflect on it and meditate on the Word
something starts to happen to my soul just like something is now happening in this
water. The water is absorbing the color and the flavor and the aroma and the
character of the tea. That’s what it’s like to let the Word of Christ dwell in you
richly. Not poorly, but richly. You begin to absorb what it really is saying when
you do these things.

Why does God want us to do this? That brings us to the next point.

Not only are we to feed on it; we integrate the Word into our lives when we live
by it.

3. You’ve got to live by the Word of God.

The Word of God is not only food for your soul, the Word of God is your
standard of living. It is the Word of God that sets the standard by which you judge
everything else of value in your life. You’ve got to build your life on something.

It comes when we allow the Word of God to become the standard by which we
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live. The Bible says in Psalm 1, “Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with
the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers,
but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on his law day and
night.”

What does that mean? It means if you want your life to be blessed you don’t
build your life on the counsel of the world, on the way the world thinks. But you
meditate, you build your life on the way that God thinks.

It’s the Word of God that will give you hope when you’re in crisis. It’s the
Word of God that will give you comfort when you are in despair. It’s the Word of
God that will give you strength when you are weak. It’s the Word of God that will
give you wisdom when you’re confused. It’s the Word of God that will give you
guidance when you’re looking for direction. And it’s the Word of God that will
give you strength to resist, to fight against temptation.

Psalm 119:11 says, “I have hidden your word in my heart so that I might not sin
against you.” He says this is the reason I’ve hidden your word. This is what
memorizing the Bible is about. It’s about hiding it. Taking it into my heart. He
says I’ve hidden your word in my heart not so I can just be a goody-two-shoes little
Christian. But it’s so I will not sin against you.

Remember in Matthew 4 when Jesus was tempted? There were three times the
devil came and tempted him. And all three times Jesus only used one weapon to
defend himself. He said “It’s written...” When the devil would tempt him again
he says, “Yeah, but it’s written.” It is the only weapon he used to defend himself.
If you want to be like Christ you’ve got to defend yourself the way he did.

So often, when we most need the Bible is when we don’t have a Bible with us,
when we’re talking to a friend who’s in trouble, or when we’re tempted by
something. We don’t have our Bible with us. That’s why we have to hide the
Word of God in our hearts. God will bring the word back to your mind. But he
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can’t bring it back to your mind if you haven’t hidden it in your heart yet. He’ll
bring the word back to your mind for yourself, for what you’re facing. And he’ll
bring it back to your mind for what some friend of yours is facing, some challenge
that they’re up against. That’s why God wants us to remember the Word with our
hearts, to put it in, to memorize it, and then to let that be the standard by which we
live our lives. By which we build our lives and fight the good fight of faith.

I want to bring us back to this picture of this tea one more time. You see what’s
happened in just the last couple of minutes I’ve been talking. This water has taken
on a whole new identity. It has absorbed the color and the flavor and the aroma and
the character of the tea. The water has turned to wine, I mean, tea. In fact, it tastes
like tea.

When you let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly you absorb the nature of
Christ, the flavor and the aroma of Christ. You take on a whole new identity and
you begin to become the man or the woman of God that he has always wanted you
to become. Not only do you know what the Word of God says, you begin to
become more and more like the author.

To become a woman of the Word or to become a man of the Word you’ve got to
first make the Bible your foundation and you build on it. You’ve got to make the
Bible your food and you eat it. Then the third metaphor is you make it your
lifestyle, which you’re going to live by. You make it your standard by which you
live.

That leads us to the fourth action step. If [ want to be a woman of the Word, if [
want to be a man of the Word, I’ve got to build on it, I’ve got to feed on it, I’ve got
to live by it,

4. I’ve got to act on it.

James 1:22 says and [ want us to memorize this, “Do not merely listen to the
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word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.’
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If I go to church and it’s going in one ear and out the other, I’m living a life of
self-deception. I think because I’ve written notes down I’ve got it. No. I don’t
have it. I only believe the part of the Bible I actually do. We’ve spent six weeks
teaching you how to write personal application, how to personalize it and
paraphrase it and probe it and pronounce it. All those ways we talked about in our
home groups.

Here’s what I want to challenge you to act on. I want to challenge you as we
get into the last week of 40 Days in the Word to make a commitment to keep on
doing what you’ve been doing — not to stop. I want to challenge you to keep on
being in a small group and I want to challenge you to keep on reading the Bible
every day, having a daily quiet time, a daily devotion.

And most importantly, I want to challenge you to apply in your life what you
are reading in the Word of God. That’s the sure-fire way of becoming like Christ.
Which is what God is shaping us to be. And don’t despair. The road may be hard
but God is beside you to help you. You just have to commit yourself to change.

But committing to change starts only when you commit your life to Jesus.
Because he’s the only who change you. We don’t have the power to do it. The
Bible says that Jesus has the power to transform you.

Friend, if you haven’t made a commitment yet to follow Jesus
wholeheartedly, you can do that today. Just believe that Jesus died for your sins, he
was buried and rose from the grave on the third day. Jesus said, “Very truly I tell
you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and
will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life.” All you need to do is to
repent of your sins, to ask forgiveness from God and decide to obey his commands

written on his Word, the Bible. If you want to do that I’ll pray for you.
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