
DARING TO COMMIT 
Romans 6:13 

 

We’re in part six of Daring Faith: the Key to Miracles.  This week I want us to 

look at Daring to Commit. 

Folks, our lives are actually shaped by our commitments. We become whatever 

we are committed to.  If you don’t commit yourself to anything, you become 

nothing in life.  You’re shaped by your commitments. Great people are just 

ordinary people who’ve made a great commitment to a cause greater than 

themselves. 

Nobody is naturally great.  You’re not naturally great, I’m not naturally great. 

Even Pacquiao and Eala are not naturally great. We’re just normal ordinary people.  

People become great men or great women of God when they commit themselves to 

something greater than themselves.  You need a cause bigger than you to live for.  

If the only thing you’re living for is you that’s not a big enough reason to get out of 

bed. 

The problem is a lot of people are afraid of making commitments.  And we see 

that in our society today.  We have a lot of people who don’t want to commit to 

anything.  And for a lot of people it’s kind of like going down a buffet line.  The 

fear of commitment comes from “there might be something better a little bit later 

on”.  And so you stand in front of the salad area at the first of the buffet and think, 

I really don’t want to fill up my plate; there might be something better.  Then you 

go a little bit further down to the casseroles or whatever and you go, there might be 

something better.  You get down to the meats and you think, I’ll wait for the 

desserts.  You get down to the end and the desserts don’t look that much better.  

And because you haven’t committed, you get to the end you don’t have anything 

on your plate because you were afraid to commit. Well, that applies to Americans. 

 
 



For Filipinos, it’s different. We fill up our plates with whatever. Even those food 

we don’t like, we get them. That’s overcommitment. And that’s another sermon. 

Point is, you cannot live a life without making some kind of commitment.  You 

can’t buy a house without making a commitment.  You can’t buy a car without 

making a commitment.  You can’t have a job without making a commitment.  You 

can’t get married without making a commitment.  So, commitments define our 

lives.  And the key is to make good ones.   

The Bible says this about commitments.  Romans 6:13 says, “Do not offer any 

part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves 

to God [that’s the commitment part] as those who have been brought from death to 

life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness.”​  

That’s the highest commitment you can make in life.  To give yourself 

completely to God to be used for the purposes that he made you. 

Romans 12:1 says pretty much something similar.  “Therefore, I urge 

you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living 

sacrifice, [note the words “offer” and “sacrifice”] holy and pleasing to God—this 

is your true and proper worship. .”   

Folks, we’re only two weeks away from our Daring Faith offering.  We’ve 

been talking about offering and sacrifice for a long time.  But this isn’t talking 

about money.  This is talking about your life.  Offer your life as a sacrifice to God. 

What I want to do this weekend is talk to you about how the five deepest needs 

in your life are met by five great commitments.   

You know that we believe that there are five purposes for life.  They’re covered 

in the Great Commandment and the Great Commission.  The Great Commandment 

and the Great Commission are the two great statements of Jesus where he says, 

“Love God with all your heart and love your neighbor as yourself…  Go make 

disciples, baptize and teach them to do everything I’ve commanded you.”    
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From those two passages, the Great Commandment and the Great Commission, 

there are five verbs and five things God wants us to do with our lives.  He wants us 

to know him, to love him, to grow in him, to serve him, and to share him with 

others.  We call this membership, maturity, ministry, mission, and magnification.  

We also call it worship, discipleship, fellowship, ministry, and evangelism.  It 

doesn’t really matter the words you use.  The fact is God has five purposes for your 

life.  But they’re worthless unless you commit to each of them. 

You’ve heard me teach on the purposes of life many, many times.  But one of 

the things I want to point out to you this morning is that you cannot fulfill God’s 

purpose for your life by yourself.  I’ll say it again:  You cannot possibly – possibly 

at all, there’s no way you’re going to do this, fulfill God’s purposes for your life by 

yourself.  We were made for each other.  We were wired for community.  We’re 

made for relationships.   

The Bible says, “It’s not good for man to be alone.”  Whether you marry or not 

you need relationships in your life.  You need a spiritual family.  Some things you 

can only do with others, you can only learn with others, you can only be with 

others.  We’re going to talk about those five commitments this morning. 

Let’s get right into it.   

The first commitment is the one that causes your faith to be strengthened.  And 

unless you make this commitment your faith will not be strengthened on a regular 

basis for the rest of your life.  Here it is.  Number one.  The first commitment:   

1. ​ TO STRENGTHEN MY FAITH . . . I MUST UNITE WITH OTHERS 

IN WORSHIP. 

To strengthen my faith I must unite with others in worship.  Worship is for God 

but it brings benefits to you.  I could give you 50 benefits of worshiping God.  Let 

me just mention two.  It renews your faith and it restores your joy.  It renews your 

faith and restores your joy.   
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​ ​ Let me show you two verses.  “Those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, 

they will walk and not be faint.” (Is. 40:31) 

​ ​ How many times have you gotten up on a Sunday morning and said, I am so 

tired.  I really don’t have any energy to go to church, to go to worship.  And yet 

you went to worship and afterwards you were energized.  Because going to church 

renews your strength.   

​ ​ You’re not going to get your strength renewed watching golf on TV.  That’s 

just going to make you lazier and lazier.  You get renewed, your strength gets 

recharged, when you get up and worship with other believers. So you come in here 

and you’re like a cell phone that gets recharged. You’re no longer lobat after the 

service. Who recharges you? God through his Word. Through music and it’s 

worship.  That’s what renews our strength. 

​ ​ Look at this other verse: “These things I remember as I pour out my soul: 

how I used to go to the house of God under the protection of the Mighty One with 

shouts of joy and praise among the festive throng.”  (Psalm 42:4) The psalmist is 

saying that when he comes to church to worship, he experiences joy which makes 

him praise the Lord. Note he says the festive throng. So, it’s the whole church that 

experiences this joyful celebration. What’s more notable is that he admits that if he 

doesn’t come to church or neglects it, the opposite happens. He feels sad and 

destitute. Have you ever felt that way?  

​ ​ So, the first life commitment renews my strength and restores my joy.  

​ ​ Now, the second commitment.  This is the commitment that helps you 

discover your identity and your purpose in life. 

2.​  TO DISCOVER MY IDENTITY & PURPOSE.  .  . I MUST 

CONNECT WITH OTHERS IN FELLOWSHIP. 
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​ ​ Folks, we only learn who we are in relationship.  We only learn our true 

identity in community.  You’ll never learn who you really are by yourself.  You 

only learn it in relationships. 

​ ​ For instance, if you had been born and you lived your entire life to adulthood 

with no human contact, none at all, you wouldn’t have the slightest idea who or 

what you were.  You wouldn’t even know you were a human being.  

​ ​ In February 1867, hunters in Bulandshahr, Uttar Pradesh, India, discovered a 

six-year-old boy living in a cave with a pack of wolves. The boy was found 

walking on all fours, eating raw meat, and making sounds like a wolf. He was 

taken to the local magistrate and later sent to the Sikandra orphanage in Agra. 

​ ​ At the orphanage, despite being surrounded by humans, he never learned to 

speak and remained mentally and physically impaired for life. He was reported to 

bark, howl, and even smoke heavily. Over the next two decades, he lived among 

other children but continued to act in ways that mirrored his animal upbringing — 

walking on all fours, eating raw meat, and making animal-like noises. 

​ ​  So, you know you’re a human being because you’re in relationship to other 

human beings.  You learn your identity by being in relationships.  If you had no 

human contact, you wouldn’t know who you are. 

​ ​ Here’s what the Bible says.  The Bible says specifically we need to be 

connected to God’s family.  We need to be connected in fellowship.  We need to be 

connected to the body of Christ.  Body of Christ is a phrase that’s used for the 

church. Romans 12:4-5, “For just as each of us has one body with many members, 

and these members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we, though 

many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.”   

​ ​ Now, your job if you’re a follower of Jesus Christ is to make relationships 

better, not make them worse.  To create peace and harmony and love.  Not conflict. 

The Bible says this: Ephesians 2:16,  
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“Together as one body, Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death 

on the cross, and our hostility toward each other was put to death.” 

​      God invented the church as an agent for reconciliation in the world.  God 

invented the church to be the one place where there is no distinction between how 

you look, how much money you make, who you are.   

By the way, that verse where it says Christ reconciled both groups…  Do you 

know the history behind this?  The temple in Jerusalem was the most segregated 

building in the world.  It was incredibly segregated.  None of us, not one of us 

would be able to go into the temple in Jerusalem.  Because inside the temple there 

was the Holy of Holies, there was the inner court and there was the outer court.  

And no non-Jews were allowed in the temple.  We would be called Gentiles.  In 

fact, do you know what the law said?  That if you as an Asian or an American or 

European walked in… you weren’t Jewish and you walked into the outer court, 

they could kill you.  The death penalty.  You talk about segregation!  That’s the 

ultimate segregation.   

​      The Bible says Jesus came to be finished with that.  When Christ died on the 

cross not only was the veil in the temple destroyed between God and man but 

symbolically that wall came down.  He not only tore down the wall, he invented an 

entire new organization.  And it’s the only organization on the planet for 

everybody.  It’s called the church.  Whether you’re red, yellow, black or white, all 

are precious in his sight.  The church is for everybody.  It’s a whole radical 

concept.  Amazing grace for every race.   

This is the second commitment in life.  I’ll not only worship God with others, 

I’ll build fellowship among other people.  Because we need each other for 

fellowship.   
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The third life commitment is about developing your potential.  You will never 

develop your full potential as a man or as a woman until you make this 

commitment.  It is this:  I must learn from others to grow.   

3.​ TO DEVELOP MY POTENTIAL...  I MUST LEARN FROM OTHERS 

TO GROW 

There are some things you will never learn on your own.  You only learn them 

in community, in relationship.   

This is why we emphasize small groups so strongly at Fil-Am Church.  Our 

small groups consist of our CARE Groups, the Youth Group, the Young Adults 

Group, the Men’s Group, the Women’s Group. There are some things you can’t 

learn unless you’re in relationship in a small group of some kind.  

For instance, you can only learn forgiveness in relationships.  You can’t learn 

that on your own.  You can only learn loyalty in relationships.  You can’t learn that 

on your own.  You can’t learn love on your own.  You can’t learn it without people.  

In fact, the most important things you need to learn in life require that you be in 

relationship with other people. And if I want to build my potential I must learn 

from others to grow.  And where is the best place to do that?  In the family of God.  

In the body of Christ.  In the church. 

Ephesians 4:16 (NLT) says this. “He makes the whole body fit together 

perfectly. As each part does its own special work, it helps the other parts grow, so 

that the whole body is healthy and growing and full of love”  

Note the word “grow.”  We help each other grow.  I help you grow.  You help 

me grow.  You need other people.  There are many things in life you cannot learn 

unless you’re in relationship with other people.  God wired us to need each other. 

Here’s the fourth commitment. 
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4.  TO EXPERIENCE SIGNIFICANCE . . .I MUST SERVE WITH OTHERS 

IN MINISTRY. 

Ministry is just the word for meeting the needs of other people.  I must serve 

with others in ministry. 

You see, significance does not come from status.  A lot of people think if I just 

have a little hood ornament on my car then I’m significant.  Or if I wear a certain 

kind of logo on my shirt or my dress then I’m significant.  Why do people wear 

things with brands on them?  They’re trying to let those brands make them 

significant.  They think “I’m better because I’m wearing this brand”.  No, you’re 

not.   

So, significance does not come from status.  Significance does not come from 

your salary. Significance does not come from clothes. Significance comes from 

service.  Significance comes when you stop thinking about you and you start 

thinking about other people and you give your life away. The Bible says it like this.  

1 Peter 4:10, “Each of you has received a gift to use to serve… [yourself.  Oh, 

that’s not what it says.]  “Each of you has received a gift to use to serve others.”   

You see, the talents you’ve got, they’re not for your benefit.  Your talents were 

given to you to benefit the people sitting next to you.  And their talents were not 

given for their benefit.  Their talents were given for the benefit of you.  So we need 

each other.   

Service is the path of significance.  You’re not going to find it any other way.  

You’re never going to feel as good about you until you start giving your life away. 

Here’s what the Bible says. The purpose of working together in ministry. 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, “Two are better than one, because they have a good return for 

their labor: If either of them falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone 

who falls and has no one to help them up.  
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Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep 

warm alone? Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord 

of three strands is not quickly broken.” 

So, folks, what you want in life is not prominence.  What you want is 

significance.  And we get that through service.   

Jesus says in Matthew 25:40, “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 

The last or the fifth life commitment is the one that makes the eternal 

difference.  This is the one that you’ll be rewarded for over and over and over in 

eternity.  It is this, the fifth commitment.   

5. TO MAKE AN ETERNAL DIFFERENCE...  I MUST JOIN WITH 

OTHERS ON MISSION. 

To make an eternal difference I must join with others on mission.  God has a 

life mission for your life and you can only do it in the context with others.  A life 

message and a life mission.  God put you here to have a message to the world and a 

mission in the world.  And you do that in context with others. 

Before Jesus goes back to heaven he gives his last words.  Last words of people 

are very important.  And the last words of Jesus are called the Great Commission.  

I mentioned it earlier.  It’s Matthew 28.  “Therefore go and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 

Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I 

am with you always, to the very end of the age."   

Follow me on this.  God has a purpose for all of history and God has a purpose 

for your life.  Why would God give you a purpose for your life totally unconnected 

to his purpose for history?  He wouldn’t.  That would be illogical.  So somehow the 

purpose for your life is connected to his purpose for history.   
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What is God’s purpose for history?  He’s building a family.  It’s the whole 

reason there’s a universe.  It’s the whole reason there’s an earth.  God wanted a 

family.  On earth that family’s called the church.  It’s also called the kingdom of 

God.  And when everybody has come into that family that God knows is going to 

say yes, has made the choice to love him back, then this period of history will be 

over.  We go into phase two, which is eternity.  So somehow, God says I want your 

purpose in life to be a part of my big purpose which is taking the good news to 

everybody else. 

The whole reason we have Fil-Am Church is the Great Commission.  It’s all 

about not just loving Christ, loving his family, growing in Christ, serving Christ.  

It’s also about sharing Christ.  Taking the good news.  And it’s the best news in the 

world.  Past forgiven, purpose for living, home in heaven.  Where else are you 

going to get that?  Nowhere.  It’s the best news in the world. 

I know that some of you have been struggling.  Some of you have even been 

fearful as we’ve talked about the offering coming up in a couple of weeks. I talked 

about it in detail during the kick-off message of this series.  It’s a 36 month 

commitment, a financial commitment.  It just makes you nervous.  Makes you 

fearful.  Okay.  If you feel like that forget it.  Just drop it.  Because that’s not your 

real problem.   

If you’re nervous about your financial commitment in Daring Faith you 

missed the point.  The real problem is not that.  The real problem is you’ve never 

settled these five commitments.  Because if you had, time and money are the least 

of your worries.  If you say God, I totally give you my life.  That means I’ve given 

you my past, my present, my future, my money, my time, my talent.  It means that 

it all belongs to him.  If I’m struggling, holding something back, it means I haven’t 

ever made these big commitments, the five commitments.  That’s the real issue.  

Will I trust God in these five big issues of my life? 
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When you settle that one everything else gets easy. 

In the Bible, Paul talks about a group of Christians in a part of Greece called 

Macedonia.  Macedonia is where Alexander the Great came from.  The church at 

Macedonia, Paul was there and helped them start the church.  They were going 

through a very strong famine.  There was a drought and the place was incredibly 

poor and they barely had enough food to feed themselves.  It was a very, very poor, 

poverty-stricken church in Macedonia.   

Yet when the people in the church of Macedonia heard about the tough times 

that the church of Jerusalem was going through, they were having a famine, too, 

and on top of that they were being persecuted, so the people who were in abject 

poverty themselves in Macedonia took up a generous offering and sent it to 

Jerusalem.   

Paul, in the Bible, brags on the Macedonian Christians.  He goes, I don’t 

believe these guys.  They’re unbelievable.  Out of their deep poverty welled up 

great generosity.  They gave more than they were able.  They gave more than they 

could afford.  They were poor themselves.  They were destitute.  Yet they took up 

an offering to help poor people in another place.   

And he goes, let me explain to you why they were able to do this.  It’s the next 

verse.  2 Corinthians 8:5, “They gave as much as they were able, and even beyond 

their ability. Entirely on their own,  they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege 

of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. [What explains this ability to give 

beyond what they have?]  And they exceeded our expectations: They gave 

themselves first of all to the Lord [they committed themselves fully to God], and 

then by the will of God also to us. 

In other words if you settle the first issue, does my life really belong to God, 

the second issue is really easy.  Do I trust God?   
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Next week, we’re going to distribute envelopes. What is it for? Remember 

during my kick-off message of this series weeks ago, I said that one of the four 

purposes of our Daring Faith Campaign aside from “To advance our spiritual 

maturity” and so forth is “To finance our Building Project through an offering and 

a 36-month pledge.” So I said our dream is to have a building of our own in three 

years. Now, I’ve been praying about it and I thought why not two years? Do you 

agree? And the way to accomplish that, first of all, is to really pray hard about it. 

Amen? So, you’re still on board? But prayer needs to be coupled with action. And 

that’s where the envelopes come in. First, you will sign a pledge how much you’re 

willing to give for our building project. And folks, let me tell you, one family, 

when they heard about our project the first time I mentioned it, made a pledge to 

give $10,000. Praise God. So, you’ll put that pledge in the envelope and we’ll 

collect it at our family camp. Some of you are not going to the camp but you’ll get 

it in the mail anyway and bring it back the week after the family camp. So, you’re 

not off the hook.  

Folks, when you look at the pledge to sign, the question you should ask is not, 

“What do I want to give?”  The question is, “Does God really own my life?” 

You see, it is only when you give yourself unreservedly to God that miracles 

will happen in your life and in our church. Ephesians 3:20 says, “Now to him who 

is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 

power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 

I dare you then to commit.  
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Let us pray: 

 

Would you pray this prayer:  Dear God, I want to strengthen my faith.  I want to 

discover my identity.  I want to develop my potential.  I want to experience 

significance.  And I want to make an eternal difference.  So today I want to 

settle these five life commitments.  First, I commit the rest of my life to uniting 

with others in worship, in order to strengthen my faith and restore my joy. 

 

​ Then I commit to connecting with others for fellowship.  To being in a small 

group.  To being an agent of reconciliation in the world and treating everyone 

with respect and dignity. 

 

​ Then I commit to learning from others in order to grow.  And becoming what 

you want me to be. 

 

​ And I commit to learning to serve you by serving others in ministry.  And to 

use whatever talent you’ve given me not for myself, but for the benefit of 

others.   

 

​ And I want to make an eternal difference.  And I want to join with others on 

the mission of Daring Faith.  I want my part, like the little boy who gave his 

lunch to feed the 5,000, and make a difference in eternity.  
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