
OUR FAITHFUL GOD 

Lamentations 3:22-23 

Our Awesome God 

The year was 1866, and in a log cabin in the tiny town of Franklin, KY, 

Thomas Obadiah Chisholm was born. Although he never attended high school or 

college, he became an elementary school teacher at age 16. Five years later, he was 

named the local newspaper’s associate editor of the Franklin Favorite.  

When he was 27, he attended a revival service led by Dr. H. C. Morrison and 

gave his heart to Christ. He served as a Methodist minister and later as an 

insurance agent. He lived for a time in Winona Lake, Indiana, and in Vineland, 

New Jersey. He was never in good health and was often an invalid. 

During his lifetime he wrote over 1200 poems. In 1923, he sent a batch of 

poems to William Runyan, a musician who served at Moody Bible Institute in 

Chicago. On a trip to Baldwyn, Kansas, Mr. Runyan read the poems. One of them 

impressed him so much that he set it to music. 

He published it privately, little knowing it would become one of the most 

beloved hymns of the 20th century. In 1954, George Beverly Shea introduced it to 

Great Britain during the Billy Graham Crusade at Harringay Arena in London. 

Late in his life, Thomas Obadiah Chisholm penned these words of personal 

testimony: “My income has not been large at any time due to impaired health in the 

earlier years which has followed me until now. Although I must not fail to record 

here the unfailing faithfulness of a covenant-keeping God and that he has given me 

many wonderful displays of his providing care, for which I am filled with 

astonishing gratefulness.”  

The hymn he wrote is based on our text this morning. Most of us know the 

words by heart. Thomas Chisholm called it “Great is Thy Faithfulness.” 
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This morning, as we continue our series called “Our Awesome God”, I’d like 

to tackle the subject of God’s faithfulness and so I’ve entitled my message, “Our 

Faithful God”. It is based on Lamentations 3:22-23. Let us read together this 

passage: “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his 

compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 

Now, there is something of a paradox in the way we use this hymn. We tend 

to sing it at moments when we have experienced God’s blessings. We sing it at 

weddings, graduations, and at the end of a year as we look back and see how God’s 

hand led us day by day. And many church anniversaries base their themes on these 

words “Great is Thy Faithfulness”. But when disaster strikes in our lives, do we 

with all sincerity and honesty, sing this song? 

Now, faithfulness is a quality that we can ascribe only to God. Because how 

many people do you know who do exactly what they say? You go, “My husband, 

when I tell him, ‘Can you take the trash out’, he says ‘Yes, dear’ and he does it.” 

Maybe your husband is like that. But let me expand that question, “How many 

people do you know who do exactly what they say every single time and do it with 

such thoroughness and perfection that you never have to worry about anything they 

say or do?” That makes you really think hard, doesn’t it? I have an answer, my 

surgeon! If he wasn’t that kind of person, I would really be worried before he put 

me to sleep and operated on me early this year. But let me expand that question a 

little more. How many people do you know who, no matter what the circumstances 

and no matter how they feel, will always do exactly what they say they will do 

every single time and do it with the same thoroughness and perfection that you 

never have to worry about anything they say or do because you know if they say it, 

they will definitely do it without fail, without change and without excuse?  
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You’ll be hard-pressed to answer that question. Because sooner or later, that 

person who you thought was impeccable, almost perfect, is just like you, imperfect 

and fails your expectations.  

Recently, if you haven’t heard or read yet, a celebrated and best-selling 

Christian author, whose books include “What’s So Amazing About Grace?” and 

“The Jesus I Never Knew”, confessed to an extra-marital affair and was in this 

adulterous relationship for eight years. His name is Philip Yancey. Naturally, many 

who thought they could trust him and respect him were deeply disappointed. But 

not only him, there were others before him in recent memory, Christian or not, who 

have failed us because of their financial or sexual indiscretions.  

So, that raises the question, “Is there anyone out there who is what he claims 

to be?” 

I’d like to suggest one name you can trust-Jesus Christ. In John 14:6 he said, 

“I am the truth.” In John 18:37 he told Pilate, “I came into the world, to testify to 

the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” 

Now, the Bible contains several words for truth, the most important one 

being the Hebrew word amen, which means “so be it” or “truly”. Every time we 

say amen we are really saying, “It is certain” or “Yes, it is absolutely true.” 

Therefore, to say “God is true” is the same as saying “God is faithful.” 

Here’s a simple definition. God’s faithfulness means that because he is the 

truth, everything he says and does is certain. That means he is 100% reliable 100% 

of the time. He does not fail, forget, falter, change or disappoint. In the words of 

Lewis Sperry Chafer: “He not only advances and confirms that which is true, but in 

faithfulness abides by his promises, and executes every threat or warning he has 

made.” He says what he means and means what he says and therefore does 

everything he says he will do. 
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Now, going back to the book of Lamentations, Jeremiah wrote it during 

Israel’s lowest moment. If you know what “lament” means, you know what 

“Lamentations” is all about. Jeremiah wrote as he sat amid the ashes of destroyed 

Jerusalem. His mood was bleak, he was angry and depressed. For most of the book 

he wrote, there is not one word of hope, not one ray of light. But when you come to 

our text, verses 22-23, the light begins to break through. It focuses on who God is. 

Our text declares he is our hope amid hopelessness. He is our light when all around 

is darkness. He is the way when we can find no way. He is our reason for living 

when we would rather give up. 

This text contains four phrases. Each one raises an important question we 

need to consider. 

1. Why Doesn’t God Destroy Me? 

You know, we all walk closer to the edge than we think. There is a thin line 

between disaster and prosperity, joy and sorrow, laughter and tears, life and death. 

A tiny malfunction can make things blow apart. You remember the Space Shuttle 

Challenger which exploded in 1986 in space just 73 seconds after liftoff? On the 

day it was launched, it was unusually cold which caused the two rubber O-rings in 

the solid rocket boosters to not become flexible and did not seal properly. More 

recently, Covid-19 taught us we’re not in control of our destiny. Let a microscopic 

virus invade our lungs, and we may end up in bed or in the hospital or on our way 

to the morgue. We’re not in control of our destiny 

Who can understand the mysteries of the universe? Why are you alive today, 

and someone else is dead? We’ve all been to many funerals, and no one has been to 

ours—yet! Listen to the answer of Jeremiah: “Because of the Lord’s great love we 

are not consumed” (Lamentations 3:22a). 

So why doesn’t God destroy us? He could, and he should. He could because 

he is God, and he should because we are sinners. Why doesn’t he? Jeremiah says it 

4 
 



is “because of the Lord’s great love.” The Hebrew word for “love” is hesed, a word 

rich with meaning. It means “loyal love” that will not let go because it does not 

depend on emotion but on an act of the will. God loves us because he promised to 

love us, and nothing can cause him to break his promise. 

That leads me to make the following point: As bad as things are, if it weren’t 

for God, things would be much worse. That seems obvious, and perhaps it is, but 

we need to hear it again. If it weren’t for God, no matter how terrible things are in 

your life right now, they would be much worse without the Lord. We tend to forget 

that. Many of us go through life with a sense of entitlement: “I deserve this. I’ve 

earned it.” Even when we pray, we think, ‘I’ve been good, so God has to do this for 

me.” 

I read about a pastor in upstate New York who was diagnosed with cancer in 

his early 30s. After extensive treatment, the doctors told him there was nothing else 

they could do. So they sent him home to spend his remaining months with this 

family. They also said he could preach as long as he felt able to do so.  

In his first sermon after his treatment, the pastor spoke on Romans 5:8, 

concentrating on the little word “yet” as in “While we were yet sinners, Christ died 

for us.” All his life, he had used that text to preach the gospel to the lost, but now, 

in his dying days, he was preaching it to himself.  

It’s a sobering thing to die young because no one expects that to happen. 

The pastor said he had always thought he had 30 or 40 or even 50 more years to 

live. That meant he had plenty of time to eliminate his bad habits, heal broken 

relationships, and grow in his walk with God. But now there wasn’t enough time. 

Slowly, the truth broke through. He wouldn’t have enough time to get better. He 

would have to face the Lord with all his faults and flaws, with those bad habits still 

there and with some relationships not healed. He said he wasn’t afraid to die, but 
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he wasn’t ready either. What had he learned from his ordeal? Chiefly, he had 

learned that he must depend wholly on the grace of God. 

That’s where the little word “yet” kicked in. He would go out into eternity 

“yet” a sinner. His only hope of heaven was not personal improvement or spiritual 

growth. For the first time in his life, he understood the grace of God. Not just 

theoretically, but practically and totally. If God’s grace wasn’t enough, he was in 

trouble because there wasn’t enough time for massive self-improvement. 

What is our hope in the face of death? It is simply this: God’s grace reaches 

us while we are sinners, saves us as sinners, keeps us even when we fail, and when 

we die, that same grace takes us all the way to heaven. That’s the power of the 

gospel of Jesus Christ. In many ways, the doctrine of God’s grace is one of the 

hardest to believe. Even in church, we struggle to believe it. 

One day, C.S. Lewis happened to pass by a group discussing which features 

of Christianity separated it from other religions. Without batting an eye, he 

responded, “Why, grace, of course.” He’s right, of course. We are not consumed 

already because of the Lord’s great love. 

2. How Do I Know God Will Keep on Loving Me? 

“For his compassions never fail” (Lamentations 3:22b). The best part of this 

little phrase is the word “compassions.” Note the plural. That’s very unusual in 

English. When I was typing it in Word, Microsoft Co-Pilot said, “check whether 

the noun is plural or singular” and suggested “compassion never ends.” I ignored 

that. But truly, his compassions never end. If you’ll see my manuscript here, it is 

underlined by Co-Pilot saying “hey, compassion is singular, not plural.” 

But, of course, Co-Pilot doesn’t know that it is a translation of the word 

“rahanim” in Hebrew which is grammatically plural. And why is it plural? To 

express the fullness, intensity, or greatness of God’s compassion. It means his 

compassion is overflowing, and abundant.  
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The root word of “rahanim” by the way is “rechem” which means womb. 

So, the plural form evokes deep, tender, mother-like compassion — the kind of 

visceral care associated with a mother’s love. 

The Bible is full of stories of people who ran away from God, who were 

disobedient and stubborn, and yet God did not destroy them, did not abandon them. 

We can cite the example of Jonah, who despite his disobedience and running away 

from God, was forgiven by God and called back to preach repentance to the 

Ninevites who responded and were saved by God. We think also of David, who 

despite his sins of adultery and murder, was forgiven by God and was restored to 

become the greatest king and warrior of Israel. There’s also Peter who, despite 

denying his Lord, was also forgiven and restored to become the first shepherd of 

the church. And, of course, Paul, who despite his persecution of the early 

Christians, was saved by God’s mercy and used by God to become the greatest 

Christian evangelist and missionary. 

In our own time, have you heard of Jelly Rolly? That’s not a candy, it’s the 

nickname of a person. He won three awards at the recent Grammys. The most 

striking win came when he took home the trophy for Best Contemporary Country 

Album. In his acceptance speech, this is what he said, “First of all, Jesus, I hear 

you and I am listening, Lord! I am listening, Lord! Second of all, I want to thank 

my beautiful wife. I would have never changed my life without you. I’d have 

ended up dead or in jail. I’d have killed myself if it wasn’t for you and Jesus. I 

thank you for that. There was a time in my life, y’all, when I was broken. That’s 

why I wrote this album. I didn’t think I had a chance. There were days that I 

thought the darkest things. I was a horrible human. There was a moment in my life 

when I only had a Bible this big and a radio the same size in a six-by-eight-foot 

cell and I believe that those two things could change my life. I believe that music 

had the power to change my life, and God had the power to change my life. I want 
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to tell y’all right now: Jesus is for everybody. Jesus is not owned by one political 

party. Jesus is not owned by no musical label. Jesus is Jesus and anybody can have 

a relationship with him. I love you, Lord.”  

Jelly Roll was on a roll that night. And he attributed everything to Jesus. 

Folks, that’s a modern example of how the compassions of God never ends to 

anyone who has reached rock-bottom.  

The next question we will consider is 

3. When Will God Give Me What I Need? 

“They are new every morning” (Lamentations 3:23a). 

Here is a word of hope for anyone who is fearful. God’s mercies are new 

every morning. The experience of the children of Israel in the Sinai wilderness 

illustrates this principle. Exodus 16 records the story. The Israelites had just 

crossed the Red Sea. After that great miracle, they started grumbling. They were in 

the desert, saying, “Why did you bring us out here? At least we had food back in 

Egypt. Who cares about miracles? We’re going to starve to death.” 

Moses went to God and said, “God, I’ve got trouble with your people.” And 

God said, “Tell them to get ready because I am going to provide food for them.” So 

the Lord sent the children of Israel manna and quail. The quail flew in at night. 

Numbers 11:31 says the birds were three feet deep on the ground in every 

direction. In the morning, the Jews found dew on the ground, and when the dew 

disappeared, they found wafers that tasted like crackers with honey—manna. 

God’s instructions were specific: “Go out and get as much as you need for 

yourself and your family. But don’t get any more than you need.” Why? Because if 

you get more than you need, it will rot, and the maggots will infest your manna. 

Anyone who tried to hoard extra manna ended up with a worm-infested, rotting 

mess. 

Consider what this means:  

8 
 



●​ We never have to live on yesterday’s blessings. 

●​ God’s blessings are never early, but they aren’t late either. 

In July 1945, shortly after leading Great Britain to victory in World War II, 

Winston Churchill suffered a shocking setback when his party was defeated at the 

polls, ending his time as prime minister. Hoping to console him, his wife 

Clementine suggested that his defeat was really a blessing in disguise. “If so, it is 

very well disguised,” he replied. 

Many of us no doubt feel the same way about our problems. We see the trouble, 

but where is the blessing? We all wonder about tomorrow! We all wonder what will 

happen tomorrow. Will our health hold up, or will we have a heart attack or a 

sudden stroke? Will we end up in a nursing home or waste away in a hospital? 

What about our children? Will they serve the Lord? What if something happens to 

them? Who will take care of us in our old age? Singles wonder if they will ever 

marry. Married couples look at all the divorces and wonder if they will make it. We 

all have concerns about our career choices, and we wonder where we will be in ten 

years. 

Let us learn the lesson of Lamentations 3:23: God’s mercies come day by 

day. They come when we need them—not earlier and not later. God gives us what 

we need today. If we needed more, he would give us more. When we need 

something else, he will provide that as well. Nothing we truly need will ever be 

withheld from us. Search your problems, and within them you will discover the 

well-disguised mercies of God. 

4. What is my hope for the future? 

“Great is your faithfulness” (Lamentations 3:23b). 

This text led Thomas Obadiah Chisholm to author the poem that became a 

beloved hymn sung on every continent. Here’s a simple way to bring its truth into 

focus: Great is our fickleness . . . Great is Thy faithfulness.  
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You see, We may grow weary…but our God cannot. We may give up…but 

our God cannot. We may vacillate…but our God cannot. We may fail a thousand 

times…but our God cannot fail, not even once. 

In the early days of Word of Life Ministries, the founders Harry Bollback 

and Jack Wyrtzen visited Harry Ironside, the famous Moody Memorial Church 

pastor in Chicago. He said they went through a winding library filled with books to 

get to Dr. Ironside’s office. 

When they finally arrived, Dr. Ironside asked Jack Wyrtzen how much 

money Word of Life needed every week. When Jack replied, $3000 (this was back 

in the 1940s), Harry Ironside commented, “That’s a lot of money. What would 

happen if you didn’t get the money?” 

“I guess they’d put me in jail,” Jack replied. 

“You don’t have to worry about that.” Dr. Ironside said. “God has never 

failed anyone yet, and you’re not important enough for him to make an exception 

now.” 

As we know, Word of Life continues to thrive. 

Let’s review the four questions and see God’s answers: 

1. Why doesn’t God destroy me?​

“Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed.” 

2. How do I know God will keep on loving me?​

“For his compassions never fail.” 

3. When will God give me what I need?​

“They are new every morning.” 

4. What is my hope for the future?​

“Great is your faithfulness.” 

​ Let us all stand as we sing “Great is Thy Faithfulness”. 
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