HOW TO STUDY A BIBLE PASSAGE
Philippians 2:19-30

Good morning, Fil-Am! Welcome to week four of 40 Days in the Word. I’'m
very, very excited about what we’re going to do today because I’'m going to give
you a behind the scenes look at how to do a Bible study.

So far, we’ve looked at the Inspiration of Scripture, the four reasons why you
know that you can trust the Bible as God’s Word. Then, we looked at the Bible’s
Foundation. The five reasons God gave us the Bible and what it does in your life.
Then, we looked at Illumination and we looked at how does God show me what he
wants me to see in the Bible. How the Holy Spirit enlightens our mind. This week,
in week four, we’re going to look at Observation of the Scripture. What I’'m
talking about here is I’'m going to teach you how to do a Bible study. So, my
message this morning is entitled, “How to Study a Bible Passage.”

I’m not just going to teach you a Bible study, ’'m going to teach you how to
study to do a Bible study on your own. Does that make sense?

You know, the key to Bible Study is asking the right kind of questions. The
more you bombard a particular text with questions, the more you’re going to get
out of it. The Bible is a supernatural book and you can study a passage over and
over and over and you’ll never hit bottom. There are passages in the Bible I have
studied for 30, 40 years — the Sermon on the Mount, Psalm 23, the Beatitudes,
Romans 8:28, and on and on and on of other passages. Every time I go back to
them I go, “Wow! I didn’t see that. Haven’t seen that before!” You cannot hit
bottom. You can never mine the gold out of any particular text because the Bible is
a supernatural book. But if you learn the principles of observation you will see

things in Scripture you’ve never seen before.



Now, there are four words — observation, interpretation, correlation, and
application — that you will need to study a passage of the Bible and get the most
out of it. Let me explain what these mean, and then we’ll go back and look at them
in depth.

The first step in any Bible study is Observation.

I. Observation: The question you ask is, what does it say?

You simply look at the Bible verse or passage and you simply observe it. You
write down what you observe. It’s whatever you see. You’re not trying to interpret
it, you’re not trying to figure out the meaning of it. It’s just “What does it say?”
And you write it down.

Remember, the difference between Bible reading and Bible study is you use a
pencil or a pen or you type it on your computer. If you’re not making notes then
you’re not actually studying the Bible. You’re just reading it. You have to write or
record something in order to study. So in observation you simply look at the text
and go, what does it say? And you write down, it says this.... It says this... It says
this... That’s the first step.

Then the second step of Bible study is Interpretation.

II. Interpretation: That’s where you ask the question, what does it mean?

First, what does it say and now you ask, what does it mean? People say, doesn’t
the Bible mean what it says? No. The Bible means what it means. Because as in
every piece of communication, we often use metaphors, we use analogies; we use
phrases that literally don’t mean what they mean.

For instance, if [ said to you, “You’re pulling my leg,” you won’t think I’'m
accusing you of literally grabbing my leg and pulling it because if you do that I’ll
kick you. I’'m just saying figuratively that you’re kidding me or you’re teasing me.

The point is the Bible means what it means. How you know what it means is

by looking at the context around it. For instance, if I give you the word “pin” what
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does that word mean to you? You might think a safety pin, rolling pin, a bowling
pin, a pintil pin. Did you know that the word “pin” has over 40 different
meanings? So you can’t just say of a word, it means this. It means what it means
in the context.

So the questions I ask when studying the Bible is “what does it say”, “what
does it mean”. Then I ask the third step in Bible study which is Correlation.

III. Correlation is what other verses explain it?

I ask myself is there anything else in the Bible that would help me understand
what I’m reading right now? That’s called correlation. You correlate verses. You
compare and you correlate.

The best commentary on the Bible is the Bible itself. You use the Bible to
explain the Bible. One of the principles of interpretation is you interpret an unclear
passage in light of a clear one. In other words, if you read something in the Bible
and it doesn’t make sense, and you don’t know what it means, you look for
something else in the Bible that does make sense to explain it.

You always use what’s clear to explain what’s unclear. If you don’t get that
you’re going to go out and form some cult. You’re going to get some weird idea
where you say, I think it means this when it doesn’t mean that at all. That’s what
happened to Quiboloy.

The fact is, there are things that the Bible means. There are things it definitely
doesn’t mean. The way you know that, is by looking at what the whole Bible says.
I’m going to teach you how to do that today.

Then the fourth step in Bible study is Application.

IV. Application: That is, what am I going to do about it?
What does it say? What does it mean? What other verses explain it? And what

will I do about it? No matter what you’re going to study, you’re going to ask these



four questions — What does it say, and you write it down; what does it mean?
That’s interpretation. What other verses explain it? And what will I do about it?

Today what I’'m going to do is show you how to do this. What I did is I just
picked a random text out of the Bible. It wasn’t a particular text, not a particularly
well-known passage. I just picked a passage out of the Bible and we’re going to
take it and I’'m going to walk you through this. We’re not only going to study it
ourselves but I’'m going to show you how to study it for yourself.

The passage I chose is in the book of Philippians, chapter 2, verses 19-30. Let
me give you a little background. Paul is writing this letter from Rome. Paul is the
apostle who wrote much of the New Testament. He’s imprisoned in Rome for his
missionary work. He’s due to appear before Caesar. He’s hoping one day to be
released to go back to all the churches that he started. But he’s not able to do this
so he’s writing letters to the churches he started.

One of the letters that he wrote, he wrote to the church that he started in a city
called Philippi, which is a city in Greece. So Paul’s in Italy and he’s writing to a
church in Greece. Because he’s writing people in Philippi, it’s called the letter to
the Philippians

Now, the Philippians had taken up a love offering for him and sent it to him and
now he’s writing them back. The book of Philippians is actually a thank you note.
It’s a thank you note which he’s writing to the people saying, Thank you guys for
sending me this offering.

In the middle of this book, Philippians 2, here’s what he says, verse 19: “I hope
in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, [In other words, ’'m in Rome. I
hope to send Timothy who’s with me in Rome to you in Philippi] that I also may
be cheered when I receive news about you. [Because he’d heard news from them.] /
have nobody else like him [like Timothy]| who takes a genuine interest in your

welfare. For everybody else just looks out for their own interests, not those of
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Jesus Christ. But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with
his father, he served with me in the work of the gospel. I hope, therefore, to send
him as soon as I can see how things go with me. And I am confident in the Lord
that I myself will come soon. But I think it is necessary to send back to you
Epaphroditus [We’ll find out who this guy is in a minute.]| my brother, co-worker
and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger because you sent him to take care of
my needs. [In other words they sent this guy, Epaphroditus with the offering to
Rome and to tell Paul about how they’re doing. So he said he’s your messenger
you sent me but I’'m going to send him back to you.] For he longs for all of you
[he’s homesick] and is distressed because you heard that he was ill. Indeed he was
ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on
me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. Therefore I'm all the more eager to send him
[Epaphroditus] so that when you see him again you may be glad and I may have
less anxiety. So then, welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor people
like him [circle that phrase “honor people like him”] because he almost died for the
work of Christ. He risked his life to make up for the help you yourselves could not
give me.” In other words, you couldn’t be here so you sent him and he risked his
life to get from Rome to Greece and back to Rome.

If you read that passage, you go, that doesn’t seem to be a very deep passage.
It’s just kind of a thank you note. In fact you might read this and go, why did God
put that in the Bible? Paul’s just talking about a couple of friends — Timothy and
Epaphroditus. He goes, you guys sent them to me, I’'m going to send him back to
you and you need to honor them when they get there. It doesn’t sound like a very
meaty passage of Scripture. It doesn’t sound like there’s some deep doctrinal truth.
It doesn’t sound like there’s some big encouragement for me. You might even
think this is just a passage you read quickly, skip over to get to the really good stuff
in the Bible.



If you did that you’d be dead wrong. Because you didn’t do the observation
and the interpretation to get the true meat out of it.

Let me show you a verse. Romans 15:4 says, “For everything that was written
in the past (the Old Testament) was written to teach us, so that through the
endurance taught in the Scriptures (this includes the New Testament) and the
encouragement they provide we might have hope.” So, the passage I just read to
you about Timothy and Epaphroditus, God puts it in the Bible for your
encouragement and for your hope. You say I didn’t get any encouragement or
hope out of this. It’s because you haven’t studied it yet. You just read it.

So what we’re going to do is actually look at this very powerful passage,
particularly for men. I’m going to talk to men today. Ladies, you can listen in but
it’s primarily a passage for men. Anyway, this is all for you because I’'m going to
teach you how to study the Bible.

I want you to take your Bible and open it to Philippians 2. Take your message
notes and let’s go through these four steps.

First, we start with

I. Observation. What does it say? What [ would do is [ would simply look at
the passage. I would read it through several times and I would just write down
what I see. Not anything fancy, just whatever I see.

I see three things in this passage.

e First, I observe that Paul intends to send two men to Philippi.

That’s just an observation. There’s nothing fancy about it. Nothing spiritual.
It’s just that’s what [ see. In verse 19 he says, “I hope to send Timothy to you.”
There’s one of the guys and in verse 25, he says, “I think it’s necessary to send
Epaphroditus back to you.” He actually came from that church. I’'m going to send
him back home. So he says I’'m going to send two guys to you — Timothy and

Epaphroditus.



e The second thing I observe is that Paul endorses these guys as role

models.

In fact, they’re role models who deserve honor. Paul endorsed Timothy and
Epaphroditus as role models who deserve honor.

In verse 20, Paul says about Timothy, “I have no one else like him.” You might
just read that and just jump all over it. But friends, that is the greatest endorsement
you could ever receive as a Christian. Paul is the greatest Christian who’s ever
lived next to Jesus Christ our Lord himself. And Paul says I’ve got nobody in the
world like Timothy. If Paul said that about you, that means you’re at the top of the
heap. You’re on the A list. You’re the very best Christian he knows. If Paul said
about you, I’ve got nobody else like ... Elvin or Rey or Nelly... that would be the
greatest possible compliment you could ever receive for your faith. So this is not a
small issue here. Now I’ve got to pay attention.

Then about Epaphroditus, he says in verse 29, “Welcome him and honor men
like him.” Honor men like him! So he’s saying whatever these guys are doing —
they’re unusual, they’re unique and they are worthy of honor. You need to follow
them and you need to honor them.

Notice in both of them, says “like him.” Circle that phrase. Anytime you see a
phrase used twice in Scripture it means God’s telling you something. I have
nobody else like him — Timothy. Honor men /ike him — Epaphroditus.

That naturally makes me ask the third observation question:

e So what are these guys like?

Why are they so special? Why are they worthy of honor? Why do they deserve
to be praised? What are these guys actually doing in their lives that make them so
special?

So I would ask that question. Then I would read through the passage again and

I find that Paul, from observation I see, Paul says five things about these guys.
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Verse 20 and 21, he says about Timothy, “He takes a genuine interest in
you.”
In verse 22, he says about Timothy, “He has proved himself.”

In verse 25, he says about Epaphroditus, “my brother, co-worker and fellow

soldier.” T’ve got to figure out what that means.

In verse 26, he says, “He longs for all of you and he is distressed.” (this guy
Epaphroditus.)

In verse 27-30, he says, “he almost died for the work of Christ. He risked his
life.”

See what I’ve done? All I’ve done is I’ve read it and I wrote down what I saw.
Paul’s talking about two guys. He’s going to send them back to Philippi. He
endorses them as role models. And he says we ought to honor them. These guys
have five characteristics in their lives. That’s observation.

ITI. Now we go to interpretation. What does it mean?

This passage is an extremely powerful passage because it gives us the five
marks of what it means to be a man of God. The five marks of what it means to be
a godly man. Or for that matter, a godly woman. If you want to be the kind of
person God blesses, if you want God to use you, if you want God’s power in your
life, you better study this passage. Because it tells us the five characteristics of the
man of God or woman of God for that matter, that we see in these guys that we are
to build into our lives, we are to like them and we are to honor others like them.

So now let’s go back and let’s look at the five things we observed and say,
“What does it actually mean?” Let’s look at it in detail.

Verse 21, we find the first characteristic. Paul says about Timothy, “I have no
one else like him who will show genuine concern for your welfare.” He says that’s
rare. That’s unusual. That’s different. Many men just look out for their own

interests.



One of the ways you interpret Scripture is by comparing it to other translations.
In English, fortunately, we have dozens of translations of the Bible. You say, why
do we need so many translations? Because no single word adequately can explain
another word in a language. Often it takes a phrase to explain a word.

For instance, the Bible is written in over 11,000 Hebrew and Greek words. But
the average English translation, no matter which one you’ve got, uses only about
8,000 English words. That means something is getting left out in the fuller
meaning.

For instance, in English we only have one word for “love.” Love. And we use
it to refer to everything. I say, I love Jesus Christ... I love my wife... I love
popcorn... Ilove America... I love music... I’ve just used the same word in
multiple different ways.

Greek was much more technical, much more precise than that. For instance in
Greek they have four words for love: eros we get erotic love from that — sexual
love. Storge which means strong love. Phileo which means brotherly love.
Philadelphia is the city of brotherly love. And agape which is unconditional love.
And all of these words are used in Scripture. So there are different words where
we only have one word.

So you look in different translations. Every translation has an interpretation in
it. So by looking at different translations, you can get a bigger interpretation
without having to know any Greek or any Hebrew. That’s a good thing. That’s an
advantage of somebody who speaks English.

So a couple of other translations of this verse. It says, “Timothy genuinely
cares for you while others only care about themselves.” He says that’s why he’s
worthy of honor. The Phillips translation says, “They re all wrapped up in their
own affairs.”

So here we have the first characteristic of a godly man.
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1. A godly man is caring.

A godly man is compassionate, he’s caring, he’s unselfish. He thinks about
others. He’s not just thinking about himself. He’s unselfish. He’s not
self-centered. He is caring. Timothy genuinely cares about you. Everybody else
is only interested in their own agenda, their own business, their own things that
they’ve got to. He says, that is worthy of honor.

Friends, if there’s ever a message that’s needed today it’s that. Because
everything in our culture, teaches you to be self-centered, not unselfish.
Everything in our culture teaches you to care only about you, not about anybody
else. So it is rare to find an unselfish man. It’s rare. Paul says I don’t have
anybody like him who genuinely cares about other people. Everybody else is only
caring about themselves.

The second thing we learn about Timothy it says, “Timothy has proved
himself, because as a son with his father, he has served with me in the work of the
gospel.”

You know, the greatest ability in life is dependability in life reliability in life.
What is needed today are men who are consistent. That’s number two. God is
looking for men who are caring and...

2. God is looking for men who are consistent.

Proven trustworthy, not wishy-washy. Men of conviction and character. You
know the difference between conviction and an opinion? An opinion is something
you’ll argue about; a conviction is something you’ll die for.

Do you have any conviction in your life? You are not ready to live until you
know what you’re willing to die for. Are you willing to die for anything? Until
you know and have made that list: “I would die for this... I would die for this ...
And I would die for this...” you are not living, you are just existing. God is

looking for consistent men. Godly men are not just caring, they are consistent. It’s
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a trite cliché but it’s true: If you don’t stand for something you will fall for
anything.

A godly man is caring — he doesn’t just care about his own agenda. He cares
about other people. And a godly man is consistent. He’s proven reliable.

3. A godly man is cooperative.

Paul says, my brother, co-worker and fellow soldier. Why? Because the
Christian life is a family, it’s a fellowship, and it’s a fight.

First, we are a family. He says, he’s my brother. We’re related. Did you
know that the phrase brother and sister is used about 133 times in the Bible to refer
to Christians. For thousands of years church members always referred to each
other as brothers and sisters — Brother So-and-So and Sister So-and-So. Also, the
Bible tells us that we are to treat older women in the church as mothers, we’re to
treat older men in the church as fathers, we’re to treat the younger men in the
church as brothers and we are to treat the younger woman in the church as sisters.
Why? We’re children in God’s family. And we are brothers and sisters. There is a
relationship there.

And not only are we a family, we’re a fellowship. We’re fellow workers. That
means we have the same task, the same mission, the same great commission.
We’re to work together, we’re to serve together. We’re fellow workers.

Not only that, we’re co-laborers in arms. We’re comrades in arms. We’re
fellow soldiers. Because we have the same battle, we have the same enemy —
Satan. So we support each other, we encourage each other. That’s why we have
small groups because we’re in this together.

Now, this is the fourth characteristic of a godly man.

4. He is considerate.
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Verse 26, it talks about Epaphroditus and it says, “For he [Epaphroditus] longs
for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill.” Notice the
emotional content. What’s going on here?

Considerate means you think not just what other people say, but you think of
their emotions. You think of how what you say and how you act is going to affect
other people. It says he longs for you because he’s distressed because you heard he
was ill. He’s distressed about their distress.

Are you ever distressed about anybody else’s distress? Are you ever worried
about anybody else’s worries? Are you ever concerned when somebody else is
afraid? Or do you just go, Get over it!

A godly man is considerate. He’s considerate. He’s concerned about the
feelings of others.

Let me show you a verse, 1 Peter 3:7. “Husbands be considerate as you live with
your wives.” Be considerate. We’re not by nature considerate. In fact, we’re
typically inconsiderate in so many areas. In fact, this is the number one cause of
marriage problems. The number one cause of marriage problems is simple
selfishness. I want what I want, you want what you want and we’re inconsiderate
of each other.

How men and women make decisions are also very different. Here’s an
example. Let’s say you’ve got to go to the Gap to buy a pair of pants. If you’re
going to go to the Gap, first the woman goes in and she makes a detour to Macy'’s,
stops at every store in the mall on the way, then goes by the J.C. Penney’s and
stops at every store there, goes down to Nordstrom and Sears, comes back and
finally goes into Gap. The male, he just makes a bee line for Gap.

So in buying a pair of jeans it takes the male six minutes and 33 bucks. The

female, it takes three hours, 26 minutes and costs almost 900 bucks. Because she
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bought a bunch of other things on the way while she was planning to go... That’s
just the way we are. We need to be considerate of each other.

Let me explain to you the idea of decision making. The chances of a man
winning an argument. In the dating stage, he’s got a 50/50 chance of winning the
argument. Once they get engaged it drops to 20 percent. Once you’re married,
forget it guys! Don’t even worry about it.

After 22 years of marriage, I’'m finally getting it. On our 25™ anniversary, I think
I’m going to let her make all the decisions. That will be less stress for me, too.

I talked to a guy once married 72 years. I said, “What’s your secret?” He said,
“Just two words.” I said, “Really? You’re married 72 years and only two words?”
What are the words? He said, “Yes, Dear.”

So the godly man is considerate. Five, the next verse, verse 27, “Indeed
[talking about Epaphroditus] ke was ill, and almost died”. And verse 30, “...he
almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help that you
could not give me.”” He’s saying you guys in Philippi, you couldn’t come and help
me when [ was in prison in Rome. So you sent Epaphroditus and on the way,
trying to walk from Greece to Rome he nearly died.

Circle the phrase “risked his life.” Because this is the fifth characteristic of a
man of God. A man of God is caring, he thinks about others not just himself. He’s
consistent, he keeps his word. He’s proven trustworthy. He’s cooperative. He’s a
brother, he’s a fellow worker, he’s a fellow soldier. He’s considerate. He’s worried
about how you are feeling emotionally. He listens to your emotions.

5. And number five, a godly man is courageous.

He risked his life, almost died for the work of Christ. Notice what he’s
courageous about. “He risked his life to make up for the help that you could not
give me.” He’s courageous not for his own benefit. He’s taking risks for the

benefit of others and the kingdom of God.
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How often do you do that? Oh yeah, you’ve made risks in your business life.
You’ve made risks in your sport life. How often do you make life-taking risks for
the benefit of somebody else? That’s a godly man. He made an inconvenient
journey for the benefit of others. He puts the cause of Christ before comfort.

Paul’s in prison in Rome, he’s in Greece. The church takes up a love offering. No
planes, no trains, no automobiles. And he volunteers to be the courier and he
nearly dies. Yet he perseveres in spite of his pain. He’s committed to finishing
what he started.

There aren’t many men like this today. It’s very rare. Most people say I’ll live
for Christ when it’s convenient. I love church as long as there’s not a good game
on. Ifit’s coming on soon, I will leave early because the game is more important
to me than God.

God uses courageous people who put people before profit and who put courage
before comfort and convenience. Who put service before security. Who take a risk
for the kingdom of God. Who serve God and others with reckless abandonment.
That’s a godly man. And Paul says you need to honor men like that.

Paul says I don’t have anybody like Timothy. He genuinely cares about other
people and not just his own agenda.

This is the second stage. First, observation. What does it say? Then we looked
at interpretation — what does it mean? It’s saying these people are worthy of honor.
What kind of people are worthy of honor — caring, consistent, cooperative,
considerate, courageous people.

Now we go to the third thing which is Correlation. But I know this is a long
message. So, we have a sequel of this message next time. Which will be in two
weeks. Sorry but I’ll be away next week together with my family. We’re going to
Virginia Tech to visit Eze. It’s my birthday this coming Saturday as you know and
I"d like us to spend my birthday with Eze. I hope you understand. I got convicted
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with this passage about Epaphroditus. I long for Eze and I am distressed and even
though I’m not ill and not dying, we’re going to see him. In this way, he may be
glad and have less anxiety. I’ll make a little sacrifice because it’s about a 4-hour
drive which can easily be five hours because of the stopovers. I hope you
understand. Just practicing what I preach. OK?

In the meantime, maybe Marco will a devotions again next week. A man
who is also considerate who shows genuine concern for your welfare. Amen? ’'m
putting him on the spot. But we’ll see.

Let’s pray.
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