SEEING WHAT GOD WANTS ME TO SEE

Welcome to week three of 40 Days in the Word. If you’ll take out your
message notes we’re going to be in part three of this series on the Bible. Have you
ever thought this: “I just never get anything out of the Bible. When I read it it’s
just flat out boring. I don’t get anything out of it. It seems dry. I don’t understand
it. It’s a closed book to me.”

If you’ve ever felt that way you picked a good weekend to come to church.
Because I’'m going to explain why the Bible is a closed book to you and how God
wants to open it up and how you can start seeing what God wants you to see.

Week one, we talked about inspiration. The 4 reasons you know that you can
trust God’s Word, that this is not just a human book; it is the actual Word of God.
Then last week we looked at foundation. The 5 reasons God gave his Word, what
he wants to do with it in your life and how it makes a difference.

This week we’re going to look at the issue of il/lumination. 1’ve entitled this
message, “SeeingWhat God Wants Me to See”.

On my bedside is a lampshade. It’s my habit to read the Bible or a good book
for a few minutes before I sleep. Physical books. I leave my phone downstairs,
because if I don’t I end up scrolling instead of reading. Now, as I grew older, my
eyesight has grown older, too. BTW, I’ll grow older one more year by the end of
the month. Just saying. Some people don’t want to remember their birthday. Me I
remember it and [ want you to remember it too. OK?

Anyway, you know, the light coming from the lampshade seems a bit low for
me nowadays. So, what [ do is take off the shade of the lampshade and voila, I can
read again effortlessly.

The point I want to make is the brighter the bulb, the clearer you see. Isn’t that

true? Brightness increases clarity. The more light, the more you can see. That’s
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why if you want to get a picture taken, you don’t want a bright light on you
because it’s going to show every blemish, every wart, every pimple, everything on
your face. No, you want less light to hide all those imperfections. Although I
know Al can fix those blemishes nowadays.

Truth is, the more light you have, the more it is clear. This is true when it
comes to God’s Word. The more enlightened your mind is, the more you’re going
to get out of God’s Word. It’s called illumination.

What is illumination? It is letting the Holy Spirit show me the meaning of
God’s Word and how it applies to my life. Before Jesus went back to heaven he
said, “I’m going back to heaven after the resurrection, but I’'m going to send my
Spirit to live with you and live in you — the Holy Spirit.”

You see, one of the things that the Holy Spirit does is to illuminate the Bible,
help you see things in this book that you would not otherwise see. If you don’t
have that, you’re going to miss a lot in the Bible.

It’s kind of like at Christmas time when I bought my kids all these gifts, a lot of
the gifts said, “Batteries not included.” A toy with the battery not included is still a
toy but you don’t enjoy the benefits. Because you’ve got to have the power to
make that little toy run. To make it come alive and fill you with delight. And the
Holy Spirit’s job is to make the Bible come alive. It’s the Holy Spirit’s job to
illuminate. So that you can get so much from God’s Word!

Look at John 16:15 “...the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known
to you.” It is the illumination of Jesus’ words. He makes known to us or makes us
understand plainly what Jesus is saying.

In John 14:26, Jesus also says, “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of
everything I have said to you.” Jesus says the Holy Spirit is going to teach you and

remind you.



And in Ephesians 1:17, Paul says, “I keep asking that the God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation,
so that you may know him better.” The Holy Spirit will make you wise and let you
understand what it means to know God. This is the “batteries included.” This is
the power part of revelation. As I read this book I say, “Lord, Holy Spirit, what
does this mean? How can it make a difference in my life? How am I supposed to
use this today?” And the Holy Spirit illuminates, he enlightens. The light goes on
in my mind — oh, that’s what that’s all about!

So, how does i1llumination work?

Ephesians 1:18-19 explains it. “I pray also that the eyes of your heart [you
say, wait a minute, [’ve got eyes in my heart? Yea, I’ll explain that in a minute. ]
may be enlightened [illuminated] in order that you may know the hope to which he
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and his
incomparably great power for us who believe.”

First, circle the phrase “the eyes of your heart.” What’s he talking about there?
When you were born physically everything you learn in life comes through the five
senses that God gave you. These are the sense of sight, hearing, touch, smell, and
taste. If you don’t have any of these, you don’t experience anything.

When you’re spiritually born, when you are saved, God gives you a second set
of senses and you get spiritual ears to hear some things you never heard before.
And you get spiritual eyes, and all of a sudden you start to see some things about
life you didn’t see before. These are the eyes of your heart.

So, when Paul says, “I pray that the eyes of your heart [that’s your spiritual
eyes] will be enlightened...” he’s talking about you seeing the Word of God in a
new light. What it means is when you’re reading the Bible, all of a sudden one day
the light bulb comes on in your mind and you go “Bam! I’ve never seen that

before!” It’s the ah-ha moment! You go “Whoa! I’ve read that verse a lot of times
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but I’ve never seen that before. That’s exactly what I needed what I needed today,
to encourage me, to help me to know which way to go. Now, I understand it!”
Folks, that 1s illumination.

For some of you that has happened before. For some of you it has never
happened. But ’'m going to teach you today how to make this a regular part of
your daily Bible reading so that more than just print on a piece of paper you’re
going to read the Bible and it’s going to come alive. It’s like the Bible passage
jumping out of the page. And you’ll go, that is so good. That is wonderful! It’s
God speaking directly to me. When that happens your spiritual eyes are opened.
That’s called illumination.

I want to spend the majority of today’s message on that. And I’'m going to tell
you three stories from the Bible that illustrate this. Then at the end I’'m just going
to very quickly, in about five minutes, give you the five ways how to do this in
your life. But let’s look first at the benefits. Because when God begins to
illuminate your mind and you learn how to cooperate with the Holy Spirit, all of a
sudden there are all kinds of really cool benefits in your life. You’re going to want
these.

Folks, when God opens my spiritual eyes, when I see things as he wants me to
see them, number one:

1. I see the solution to my problem.

That’s the first thing that happens. 1 see the solution to my problem.

When you have a problem, a problem that is so enormous that you don’t know
what to do, what happens to you? You panic, right, you become scared and you
may feel helpless.

There’s a great story in 2 Kings 6. It’s the story of Elisha and the Arameans. In
the Old Testament there was a nation called Aram. The nation of Aram was

always at war with Israel. They’re always going to war with Israel. But every time
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they would attack Israel God would tell Elisha, who was the prophet of God in
Israel, what the king of Aram’s plans were in advance. So Elisha would go tell the
king of Israel, and each time the king of Israel would defeat the king of Aram.

This confounds the king of Aram. He goes, “I can’t win. No matter what
brilliant battle plan I come up with, somebody’s finding out.” He thinks there’s a
traitor in his own people who’s sharing the secrets. And he goes, we’ve got to plug
this leak.

We pick the story up in verse 11 of 2 Kings 6. “This enraged the king of Aram.
He summoned his officers and demanded of them, ‘Tell me! Which of us is on the
side of the king of Israel?’ ‘None of us, my lord the king,’ said one of his officers,
‘but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you
speak in your bedroom.’

‘Go, find out where he is,’ the king ordered, ‘so I can send men and capture
him.’ The report came back: ‘He is in Dothan.’ Then he sent horses and chariots
and a strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city.

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next
morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. ‘Oh no, my
lord! What shall we do?’ the servant asked.

‘Don t be afraid.’ the prophet answered. ‘Those who are with us are more than
those who are with them.’

And Elisha prayed, ‘Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.’ Then
the Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses
and chariots of fire all around Elisha.

Folks, this is the angel army that the servant did not see from a physical

standpoint. Now, he sees it. Now, he’s not afraid anymore.



Here’s the point: he had the solution right in front of him — this angel army —
but he couldn’t see it until God opened his eyes, illuminated his mind, helped him
see it from a different perspective.

I don’t know what problem you’re going through right now. But you’ve got
problems in your life that you’re going, “Frankly, I don’t see any way around this.
There’s no answer to it. I can’t see the solution. It just looks like one dead end
after another.” You need to have your mind illuminated. You need the Holy Spirit
to open your spiritual eyes so you can see the solution in God’s Word. You’re
never going to see the solution to your problem on your own. You’ve tried and you
go, “I don’t see how were going to get out of this one.” But you need to see it from
God’s point of view. When God opens your eyes you see the resources that were
literally right there in front of you, but you didn’t see them.

Story number two: The second benefit of having your eyes spiritually opened
is...

2. I see the barrier to my progress.

Maybe, you have some things you’ve been wanting to do in your life. You’ve
been wanting to start a business, or start a family, or get out of debt, or you’ve had
some goal or some dream. You’ve been trying to make progress on it but you just
keep bumping up against an invisible wall. And you’re going, “I don’t get it. I’'m
trying the best I can. I’m doing the best I can. I’m not making any progress.” You
need to have your eyes opened, your eyes illuminated.

The story that gives a good example of this is in Numbers 22. It’s the story of a
guy named Balaam. Balaam was a prophet of God, he was a man of God. But
Balaam decided and agreed to help the bad guys. And this didn’t please God, of
course. So as Balaam starts on his journey to go help the bad guys, God puts an

angel in his pathway and blocks his progress. Only, Balaam can’t see the angel.



So he doesn’t know what’s going on. But his barrier to his progress was invisible
and he could not see it.

So he’s heading off on this journey to go help the bad guys. We pick up the
story in verse 22 of Numbers 22. “But God was very angry when he went, and the
angel of the Lord stood in the road to oppose him. Balaam was riding on his
donkey, and his two servants were with him. When the donkey saw the angel of the
Lord standing in the road with a drawn sword in his hand, it turned off the road
into a field. Balaam beat it to get it back on the road.

Then the angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path through the vineyards, with
walls on both sides. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it pressed close to
the wall, crushing Balaam's foot against it.”

You know, we always get hurt when we try to do something that God doesn’t
want us to do. We always get our foot crushed. Balaam doesn’t see what’s going
on. He looks at the donkey: “Why did you do that? Why did you run against the
wall and break my foot?”” So he beat the donkey again, the Bible tells us. He’s
really angry! In fact, he still didn’t make progress after beating the donkey, that he
beat it the third time.

We now pick up the story on your outline in verse 31. “Then the Lord opened
Balaam's eyes, [Circle that phrase. This is illumination: “The Lord opened
Balaam's eyes.” and now Balaam saw what the problem was.] and he saw the
angel of the Lord standing in the road with his sword drawn.” So what does
Balaam do, now that his eyes are open? “So he bowed low and fell facedown.” He
worships God.

That is a very strange, strange story. But here’s the point. You have plans in
your life that aren’t working out. You try to go this way and you get blocked. You
try to go that way and you get blocked. And you’re getting mad at everybody else.



You’re mad at your wife. You’re taking it out on your kids. You’re mad at
everybody because you can’t see what the real problem is.

God i1s blocking that issue. He is trying to keep you from making a serious
mistake. God’s saying, “I’m not going to let you go down that road because I care
for you.”

Now, when your progress is being blocked, you’ve got one of two choices.
Beat the donkey or let God open your eyes. The problem is you can’t see the
problem. The barrier is God is not going to let you do that. Because he loves you
too much.

When God opens my eyes, I can see the solution to my problems, I can see the
barrier to my progress.

Story number three, when God opens my eyes,

3. I see how God is walking with me.

When God opens my eyes I see how God is walking with me. He’s been with
me all along, I just didn’t see it.

I don’t know what you’re going through right now. You may have felt like
you’re lonely, you’re alone, you’re out there by yourself, you’re fighting this battle
on your own. You don’t think that God is with you, that God’s a million miles
away. You're dead wrong! He’s been with you all along, you just can’t see it until
your mind is illuminated.

The story I want to share on this one is in Luke 24. This is the story that
happened on the day that Jesus rose from the dead. The very first Easter Sunday.

What had happened is that over the past 72 hours a lot had happened. Jesus
Christ had been arrested. He had been whipped and beaten and tortured. He had
been crucified. He died. And they buried him in a tomb. All of the disciples,
they’re crushed. Their dream is finished — “We thought this guy was God. We
thought he was the Messiah. Now that they’ve killed him they’re probably going
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to kill us,” and they’re all fleeing for their lives. They’re running away. Nobody
knows what’s happened. They’re confused, they’re in grief. And they’re fearful
because they think, “They killed Jesus, they’re going to kill us too™.

Then on Easter morning some women go to the tomb and they find the tomb
has been broken open, that the body is gone, and the angels there are saying, “He is
risen”. So they go back and they tell the disciples. The disciples come out and
they go, “Yeah, it’s true. The body’s gone. But we can’t believe it”. This news
starts spreading all over that Jesus is risen. But nobody has actually seen him yet.

But this is later that day and a couple of Jesus’ disciples are walking on the road
to Emmaus. Maybe they’re getting out of town. Maybe they’re leaving Jerusalem,
in fear for their lives or in dismay because their hopes were dashed. All of a sudden
Jesus shows up and appears to them and starts walking with them. But because
they’re in so much grief they don’t even recognize him. Their eyes are closed.
They can’t see him. They don’t even notice who’s with them.

We pick this story up in verse 17 of Luke 24. “He asked them, “What are you
discussing together as you walk along?”

They stood still, their faces downcast. One of them, named Cleopas, asked him,
“Are you the only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have
happened there in these days?”

“What things?” he asked.

About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word
and deed before God and all the people. The chief priests and our rulers handed
him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him, but we had hoped that
he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third
day since all this took place. In addition, some of our women amazed us. They
went to the tomb early this morning but didn 't find his body. They came and told us

that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. Then some of our
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companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did
not see Jesus."’

So these guys are lamenting and they’re confused and they don’t know what to
believe in. Worse, they don’t see Jesus. And Jesus says, “How foolish you are, and
how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to
suffer these things and then enter his glory?”” And beginning with Moses and all
the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning
himself.”

I said last week that a lot of people think that the Old Testament is about Israel
and the New Testament is about Jesus. Wrong. It’s all about Jesus from cover to
cover. This is a Jesus book. The first part of the book tells you he’s coming and
you see Jesus in allegories and in analogies and in metaphors and in prophecies.
He’s all through every chapter of the Bible. Then we find in the Gospels where
you hear the story of Jesus. Then we have the book of Acts which is what
happened after Jesus goes back to heaven and the church grows. Then all the
letters which is how we’re supposed to live since then. But it’s all about Jesus.

It continues, “As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus
continued on as if he were going farther. But they urged him strongly, ‘Stay with us,
for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.

When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and
began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him.”

That was illumination. In their grief they could not see that Jesus was with
them. They’d had this enormous loss and they couldn’t see. They just couldn’t see
it. They needed illumination.

I don’t know what you’ve lost this year or last year. You may have lost a loved

one. You may have lost your health. You may have lost your job. You may have
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lost an important relationship or a big deal, and you are grieving. And you cannot
see that every step of the way Jesus has been walking with you.

Friend, you have never been alone. You have never been by yourself. That
God is with you walking, but your eyes are blinded. You can’t see it.

Now do you realize how important illumination is? Without illumination you
just look at the Bible and a lot of it doesn’t make sense. It’s just words on a page.
But when God opens your eyes, Bam! I see the solution to my problems. Bam! I
see the barrier to my progress. And bam! I see he’s with me all the time.

Now, how do I get that kind of illumination? You must do five things. Five
things to get your eyes open, to cooperate with the Holy Spirit so he can illuminate
your mind.

1. This fist one is obviously basic. I must begin a relationship with Jesus

Christ.

That’s the starting point. If you don’t have this one you are spiritually blind and
you don’t have any hope of seeing things from God’s point of view. You’ve got to
get the connection first. You can’t just know about Jesus. You’ve got to know
him. You’ve got to have a relationship. You’ve got to be born again. You’ve got
to be saved. Until you begin that relationship, you’re blind. Sorry. You can only
see from a human viewpoint.

The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 2: 14, “The person without the Spirit does not
accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them
foolishness, and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through
the Spirit.” This is why it is nonsense to expect unbelievers to act like believers
until they are. You can make all the laws in the world to make people act and do
the right thing but they’re not going to do it because it doesn’t make sense. My

eyes are blinded until I have the connection with God.
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2 Corinthians 4:4, “The devil who rules this world has blinded the minds of
those who do not believe. They cannot see the light of the Good News...” They
just can’t see it. I didn’t see it, you didn’t see it. None of us saw it until we
stepped across the line. Then all of a sudden, boom! The blinders came off.
That’s why Jesus says in John 3:3, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the
kingdom of God unless they are born again.”

If you haven’t had that yet, we’re going to settle that one at the end of this
service today.

2. The second thing you have to do is I must ask God in faith to open my

eyes.

I pray Psalm 119:18, “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your
laws.” That’s this week’s memory verse. Psalm 119:18, “Open my eyes that I may
see wonderful things in your law.” Psalm 119:18

Why did I have you memorize that last week? Because I want you to be able to
pray it every day when you open your Bible. It’s the first thing you should pray.
Before you even read the Bible, you need batteries included. You need
illumination and you need to say, “Lord, before I even read this, open my eyes that
1 may see wonderful things in your law, in your Word.”

Here’s the point: There are wonderful things in this book. It’s filled with
wonder-filled things. But when you don’t see them, it’s not the Bible’s fault. It’s
because you’re blind. You can’t see the wonder-filled things until your eyes have
been opened. It takes illumination.

3. I come with a humble attitude.

If I come to the Word of God and go, “I’ve got it all figured out. I don’t really
need God’s help on this marriage issue... I don’t really need God’s help on this
financial issue...” Then you’re not going to get anything. Your eyes are going to

be closed.
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Psalm 25:9, “He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them his way.”

Here’s one of my favorite verses. Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all
your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to
him, and he will make your paths straight.” He’ll tell what road to take.

I ask God in faith to open my eyes. I come with a humble attitude.

4. I cleanse my heart of sin.

I cannot get my eyes open if my body and mind is full of junk. That’s why
Jesus says in Matthew 5:8, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”

That doesn’t mean perfect. If only God illuminated the minds of people who
are perfect, nothing would happen. But none of us are perfect. Pure doesn’t mean
perfect. Pure in heart means I have confessed my sin. There’s nothing between me
and God. I don’t allow the garbage to pile up in my life.

If I’'m watching a bunch of pornography or trashy movies or shabby novels and
then I come and say, “God, I need some instruction about what to do in my job.” It
isn’t going to happen; it just isn’t going to happen. As the Bible says, “Blessed are
the pure in heart, they shall see God.”

If I’'m filling my mind with bitterness and lust and resentment and guilt and
anger and jealousy and envy. All that stuff in my mind, ’'m not going to see it. |
must have a clear conscience. I must cleanse my heart of sin.

Folks, to see what God wants me to see, I need to begin a relationship with
Jesus, ask God in faith to open my eyes, come with a humble of attitude, and
cleanse my heart of sin. If we’re willing to do these things, then God will let you
see the wonders of his Word and you’ll grow in your spiritual life like you’ve never

grown before.
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Prayer:

Would you pray this prayer with me in your mind? If you’ve never invited
Christ into your life say “Jesus Christ, I open my life to you. I need to be born
again. I’ve known about you but I’ve never put my trust in you. I’ve never
asked you into my life. I’'m doing it now. Thank you for dying on the cross for
me. For forgiving all the wrong things I’ve ever done. I want to learn to love
you.

I ask you to open my eyes, God, to see the solutions to the problems that are
right in front of me. Open my eyes to see the barriers that are holding back the
progress, even if it’s me. Lord, in all of my loss and my grief and my
confusion, open my eyes to see that there has never been a second you weren’t
walking with me. You’ve been right there with me all along, even when I
couldn’t see it. In faith I ask you to open my eyes, that [ may see wonderful
things in your law. I want to come to you every day with a humble attitude. |
don’t want to trust in my way or my own understanding. But I want to
acknowledge you in every area of my life. I ask you to clean out my heart of
all the junk and garbage and sin and bad attitudes. I don’t want to merely listen
to the Word and so deceive myself. I want to do what it says. In your name I

pray. Amen.
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