
PRESSING ON WHEN UNDER PRESSURE 
Daniel 2:10-11 

 

Good morning! We’re on part 4 of our series called, “Immovable”.  We’re 

looking at the life of Daniel so we can learns lessons from his life. We’ve seen so 

far how he has remained true to God when he was still a teenager despite so many 

tests and I’ve shared with you principles that you can apply to your life if you want 

to be like Daniel, unshakable and immovable. I’ll be talking about another test 

today.  

Have you ever had a boss or a parent or a friend or a teacher say, “I need you 

to finish by Tuesday.” and you think, “There’s no way I can get this done. I don’t 

have the time, I don’t have the talent, I don’t have the resources.”  

Many times in your life you’ll be faced with an impossible deadline. What 

do you do in that situation? I get the title for today’s message which is “Pressing on 

When Under Pressure” from Daniel 2:10-11 where the advisors of this Babylonian 

King Nebuchadnezzar say to him, “There is no one on earth who can do what the 

king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever asked such a thing of any 

magician or enchanter or astrologer. What the king asks is too difficult. No one can 

reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live among humans.” “What 

do you do when you’re asked to do something that’s too difficult, even impossible? 

What do you do when you’re under immense pressure to deliver? Will you buckle 

down, will you cry, will you just give up? Or will you stay immovable? 

I told you in previous messages in this series that God always tests you 

before he blesses you. He tests you with stress before he trusts you with success. In 

this story of Daniel, we’re looking at seven major tests in his life. These are 

common tests that you’re going to go through. He’s already gone through three of 
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them. The test of major change, the test of social pressure, and last week, the test of 

his faith. Each one he passed. Every time Daniel passes a test he gets promoted. 

Remember he starts out as a 15-year-old exile in a foreign nation, and by the 

time he’s 85, 70 years later, he’s the second most important man in the entire 

empire. The Babylonian Empire was the number one empire in the world at that 

time. Today, we’re going to look at the fourth test, which is the test of delivering 

under pressure. 

The story starts out in chapter 2 of Daniel (2:1-2) and it goes like this: 

“In the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams; his mind was 
troubled and he could not sleep. So the king summoned the magicians, enchanters, 
sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he had dreamed.” This is not an unusual 
thing. I told you last week that the Babylonian culture was based on the occult and 
black magic. So, these so-called wise men, the King’s advisers were mediums, 
necromancers, sorcerers, magicians and astrologers, not astronomers. They 
believed in astrology, the horoscope, the zodiac sign, which are all ungodly. BTW, 
when this happened, Daniel was just 17 years old, just two years into the 
indoctrination program at Babylon State University. 

So, the King brings all these people in and says I had this really bad dream 

and I need you to tell me the dream. Let’s continue in verse 2, “So the king 

summoned the magicians, enchanters, sorcerers and astrologers to tell him what he 

had dreamed. When they came in and stood before the king, he said to them, ‘I 

have had a dream that troubles me and I want to know what it means. Then the 

astrologers answered the king, ‘May the king live forever! Tell your servants the 

dream, and we will interpret it.’ The king replied to the astrologers, ‘This is what I 

have firmly decided: If you do not tell me what my dream was and interpret it, I 

will have you cut into pieces and your houses turned into piles of rubble. But if you 

tell me the dream and explain it, you will receive from me gifts and rewards and 

great honor. So tell me the dream and interpret it for me. Once more they replied, 

‘Let the king tell his servants the dream, and we will interpret it’. Then the king 
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answered, ‘I am certain that you are trying to gain time, because you realize that 

this is what I have firmly decided: If you do not tell me the dream, there is only one 

penalty for you. You have conspired to tell me misleading and wicked things, 

hoping the situation will change. So then, tell me the dream, and I will know that 

you can interpret it for me.’ The astrologers answered the king, ‘There is no one on 

earth who can do what the king asks! No king, however great and mighty, has ever 

asked such a thing of any magician or enchanter or astrologer. What the king asks 

is too difficult. No one can reveal it to the king except the gods, and they do not live 

among humans.’ This made the king so angry and furious that he ordered the 

execution of all the wise men of Babylon. So the decree was issued to put the wise 

men to death, and men were sent to look for Daniel and his friends to put them to 

death.” (Vs.2b-13) 

So even Daniel and his friends are going to get killed tho’ they’re not 

involved in this. This is what you call, friends, a crisis. The king is really upset. 

The dream actually is so upsetting he desperately wants to know what it really 

means. And I would say he is smart. He knows anyone can interpret it the way they 

want it to and so he tells them they should tell him what his dream is about. But 

that’s impossible, right? It’s an impossible dream. Well, of course, it’s impossible 

to tell someone something you don’t have any clue about. And that enrages the 

king. “Put them all to death. Even all those Jewish boys.” 

Folks, this is supernatural. It’s impossible to figure that out by any natural 

means.  They could have guessed 1,000 different dreams and never guessed it. But 

God intervenes. He gives Daniel not only the dream but the meaning. And he tells 

it to the king. The king honors Daniel and Daniel and his friends get promoted.  

That’s what we’re going to look at today. We’re going to look at the four things 

Daniel did when he was under intense pressure.  
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Now, when you’re expected to deliver, like when your boss walks in and 

says I want you to do this and you go, there’s no way it’s going to get done, what 

do you do?  You do the four things that Daniel did in this situation when his life, 

and by the way everybody else’s life, is on the line. 

1.  Don’t panic or be afraid. 

In Daniel’s case he had a legitimate reason to be worried. If the government 

sent somebody to kill you, you’d probably panic. But he didn’t. And the Bible says 

in Daniel 2:14, “When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, had gone out to 

put to death the wise men of Babylon, Daniel spoke to him with wisdom and tact.”  

So a guy named Arioch shows up to kill him and he handles the situation 

with wisdom and discretion. He didn’t run away. Not bad for a young teenage kid.  

He did not panic. He was not afraid. 

By the way, what are you panicking about this morning?  That job 

opportunity or that job problem? Your financial situation – I’m never going to get 

out of debt. Your health maybe - I wonder if my health is going to improve. Or 

your marriage, your children, your future? Your school subjects? Don’t panic. 

​ You see, when people are panicked and they’re in a crisis they get emotional. 

They become fearful. Then, they don’t think straight because their emotions and 

fears get the better of them and they do things that make the situation worse. The 

more you panic, the more mistakes you make.  

I remember when we went to the Philippines for a vacation three years ago, 

we got into a small boat, you know, a banca, at a lake in Laguna, I think, maybe 

Taal Lake. Then, there was this part of the lake where you can go snorkeling. But 

the water wasn’t shallow. All my three children went into the water without second 

thoughts while Bel and I stayed in the banca. We were kind of hesitant. We knew 

how to swim, but you know, it’s not a swimming pool.  Then, I became envious 

and I wanted to experience it. I was nervous but I tried to relax and calm myself 
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down. It was a challenging situation for me. My children were in the water while I 

was on the boat, just watch. So, I decide to take the plunge. No pun intended. I 

knew how to float anyway. So I asked for the boat operator to guide me down into 

the water after suiting up. I had the snorkel, the life vest, and the swim fins. So, I 

went down and the guy was holding me and then he released me and I was by 

myself in the water and the next thing I knew I was going down fast. I panicked. I 

was frantically flailing my arms around and kicking my feet here and there and the 

guy came quickly to pull me up to the boat. All my floating skills floated away. 

And on the boat, I just watched my children under the water happily watching the 

fishes swirling around them. That’s what happens when you panic. You miss out. 

​ Now, why shouldn’t you panic when you’re under pressure? Because God is 

in control. He knows your situation. You may feel like you’re drowning, but 

you’ve got to relax and allow God to work it out for you. He says in Isaiah 41:10, 

“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen 

you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” 

​ Daniel did not panic. And because of that, he was able to come up with a 

wise decision to see the King and to ask for an extension of the deadline. The King 

granted his request but only for one night, I think. At this point, he put everything 

in God’s hands because he knew God has the solution. All he needs to do is to take 

the next step which is to 

2.  Ask others to support you in prayer. 

Of course, Daniel knows he’s going to pray about this a lot.  He’s going to 

stay up all night and pray about it all night. But he knows this thing is too big. The 

king has gone ballistic. He’s about to kill everybody in his court, whoever they 

maybe, including Daniel and his friends who are not even part of the court yet. So, 

he says, I’ve got to get some prayer support. I’ve got to get my prayer team going. 

So here’s what he does in verses 2:17-18.  “Then Daniel returned to his house and 
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explained the matter to his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah. He urged them 

to plead for mercy from the God of heaven concerning this mystery, so that he and 

his friends might not be executed with the rest of the wise men of Babylon.” 

Question:  Do you have any prayer partners?  If you got in your car going 

home today from church and you were in a major crisis, a big accident or whatever, 

who would be the first three people you’d call and tell, “I need your prayers”. If 

you don’t know who those people are, if you haven’t lined them in advance, I 

highly recommend that you build a prayer team, a personal prayer team.  Every 

man needs one and every woman needs one before the inevitable crisis comes in 

your life. Because you’re going to have problems in your life.  You’re going to face 

impossible situations.  You’re going to have dark days.  You’re going to get the 

phone call that changes the direction of your life.  Count on it.  You need to know 

now who you can call. Who you gonna call? Ghostbusters? No! They’re not real. 

You call your real friends. Daniel knew immediately. He went to tell his friends 

and ask them to start praying.   

This is why everybody needs to be in a small group.  The best place to get 

your prayer partners, your prayer team is the people you meet with in a small group 

every week. That’s the best place. It’s okay to have prayer partners who are in 

addition to your small group.  That’s fine. But you don’t need a lot.  You don’t 

need 25 people praying for you. But you do need three or four or five. And you 

need to be able to ask for prayer the way Daniel did. 

By the way, did you notice, look at that verse again? He went home. Told his 

three friends, I need you to start praying so that we might not be killed with the rest 

of the other advisors. Now, at first glance you might think that he didn’t care about 

the welfare of the other advisors. Such is not the case because later on in verse 24, 

when he went to see Arioch the executioner to tell him he can interpret the dream, 

the first thing he said to him was “Do not execute the wise men of Babylon.”  
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Daniel is not just concerned for his own skin. He’s worried about his 

coworkers.  He’s not worried just about him getting laid off. He’s worried about the 

whole office getting laid off. And killed. 

These other workers, they’re not his friends. They’re pagan.  They’re not 

God-fearing people like his three best friends. They’re sorcerers and astrologers 

and idolaters. Daniel is like, “I don’t care if we disagree with them; I don’t want 

them to die.” That is the mark of a godly person, that you’re praying for the people 

in your life who have a different lifestyle than you, who have a different religion 

than you. Daniel says, “Nobody deserves to die over this. We’re not buddy buddies 

with these people but I don’t want to see them killed any more than me and my 

friends killed”.  That’s what a godly person does.  They pray not just for 

themselves. And that is why, one of the things you’ll notice when you join our 

prayer meeting on Wednesday nights, the Voice of the Martyrs organization asks us 

to pray not only for the safety and provision for persecuted Christians around the 

world but for the salvation and God’s mercy upon the persecutors. Jesus says in 

Matt. 5:44, “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.” 

​ After you ask for prayers, then you 

3. Pray and expect God to provide supernatural help. 

When you’re facing an impossible situation in your life and you’re under 

tremendous pressure, like Daniel, pray and expect God to give you supernatural 

help in your life. And when I say supernatural help, I’m talking about the kind of 

help that you don’t have on your own power. It’s not dependent upon your logic, 

your wisdom, your talent. It isn’t going to happen unless God does it. For you need 

supernatural help when you don’t have the money and you’re deeply in debt and 

about to file for bankruptcy.  You need God’s help when you don’t have the 

connections, when you don’t have the education, when you don’t have the answers, 

when you don’t have the ideas to take your business to the next level, when you 
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don’t have what the competitors have, when you’re not smart enough, you need 

supernatural help.  You pray and you ask God and you expect God to give you 

supernatural help. 

Here’s the interesting thing about this. God wants you to do this. God wants 

you to ask. Over and over and over again in the Bible God wants you to ask for 

supernatural help when you’re up against an impossible problem because it shows 

that he loves to help you out. 

Now, while Daniel was an exile in Babylon, there’s another guy over here in 

Israel. They didn’t take everybody as prisoners of war. They left some people 

there. One of the guys who was left there was a guy named Jeremiah. He was not a 

bullfrog. He was a prophet.  Jeremiah lives at the same time Daniel does and 

Jeremiah knows what’s going on in Babylon and God says this to Jeremiah. Look 

at the next verse.  He says this in Jeremiah 33:3 from the Message version. “Call to 

me and I’ll answer you, and I’ll show you marvelous and wondrous things that you 

could never figure out on your own!”  

That’s exactly what Daniel needs. He needs God to show him what he could 

never figure out on his own. He could guess for a 1,000 years and never guess the 

king’s dream.   

You see, there are some things in your life that you could guess and work 

and pray and try all your life and never figure it out. What you need is to call to 

God and he says “I’ll answer you and I’ll show you the things you could never 

figure out on your own”.   

God never shuts his storehouse until you shut your mouth.  God says call to 

me. The Bible says you have not because you ask not.  You know what hell would 

be for me?  Hell would be if I got to Heaven and God showed me all the things I 

could have accomplished, all the things I could have achieved and all the things I 

could have had if I’d just asked God.  You have not because you ask not. 
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There are a lot of things in your life that God wants to give you but he’s 

never given because he’s waiting for you to ask.  Over 20 times in the New 

Testament, God says ask. You’re commanded over 20 times - ask, ask, ask. Jesus 

says, ask anything in my name, ask and it shall be given to you. Ask and you will 

be given. Seek and you will find. Knock and the door will be open.  Ask, seek, 

knock.  That’s ASK. It spells ask. He’s just saying the same thing three different 

ways.   

            There’s one condition. Notice I said pray, and expect God. That’s faith.  

Pray and expect God to provide supernatural help. If you pray and then don’t think 

God’s going to do anything, don’t even bother. God said I’m not going to answer 

that kind of prayer. God does not respond to your whining.  God does not respond 

to your griping. God is not ever moved by your complaining. But God moves 

instantly when you trust him.  He moves when you have faith. He moves when you 

expect him to. Why? Because it honors God.  He’s your loving Heavenly Father.   

And the Bible says if you, being an imperfect father or mother, know how to 

give good gifts to your kids how much does God know how to give better gifts to 

you, and he’s perfect.  

As a father, I love to give my kids. I’d spoil them rotten if Bel would let me. 

I would.  Because I have the joy of giving and watching them enjoy what I have 

given to them. It is the greatest thrill. The Bible says if God loved you enough to 

send Jesus Christ to die for you on the cross, solve your biggest problem – your 

eternal salvation – anything else you bring to him is pretty small potatoes in 

comparison.  All your problems are pretty minor by comparison, compared to God 

forgiving you of all your sins.  So, trust him.  You’ve got to expect him to answer 

as Daniel did. 

And then, the answer came. In verse 19, it says, “During the night the 

mystery was revealed to Daniel in a vision.” God answered his prayer while he and 
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his friends were having their small prayer meeting. It was not a dream, it was a 

vision. They prayed all night until the answer came. God gave him a picture in his 

mind which is exactly what God gave to the King. That is so God. He can do the 

impossible.  

Folks, there are no limits to what God can do. Remember, he is Sovereign. 

He is totally in control. He will engineer circumstances, even your own 

circumstances, for his glory. If you feel inadequate, or insecure, or nervous, or you 

just lack self-confidence, allow God to take control of your situation. Lord, I can’t 

do this. I don’t have knowledge, wisdom, I’m afraid, I’m helpless. Please help me 

God.” That’s the kind of prayer that God answers. A humble, submissive prayer. 

Last week, I sent you a link to an early screening of a movie about the life of 

Nick Vujicic. I mentioned him during my message at our Family Camp, right, and 

showed a short video? If you didn’t yet, I encourage you to watch this early 

screening of this movie. It will be released in fall of next year. The next showing 

will be this coming Thursday at 8 PM. But click the link I sent you first so you can 

sign up. Anyway, I mentioned it because the title of the movie is “No Limbs, No 

Limits”.  His life is a testimony to what an unlimited God can do for someone who 

puts their trust in him. Let’s watch the trailer.  

No Limbs, No Limits (Video) 

So that’s the third thing.  You need to pray and expect God to give you 

supernatural help because he has unlimited power. 

The fourth step is this. When you’re in a crisis and you’re praying and 

asking God to give you supernatural help, when you get the answer you: 

4. Point people to God.  

Don’t take the credit for yourself because you didn’t think up the solution.  

God gave it to you. So, God says I’m going to give you the solution. I want to get 
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credit for it. I want the glory to go to me, not to you.  This is exactly what Daniel 

does. He gives God all the credit. 

So, in verse 24, Daniel went to see Arioch to tell him he can interpret the 

King’s dream and Arioch took him to the King. The king asked, “Are you able to 

tell me what I saw in my dream and interpret it?” 

Daniel replied, “No wise man, enchanter, magician or diviner can explain to 

the king the mystery he has asked about, but there is a God in heaven who reveals 

mysteries.” (Daniel 27-28) I’m so grateful for that verse. There is a God in 

Heaven. Things may be falling apart in your life but there is a God in Heaven. Your 

dream may be on the skids but there is a God in Heaven.  You may be up to your 

neck with your problems but there is a God in Heaven.  ​  

I don’t know about you but if I’d been 17 and all of a sudden I got the 

answer that’s going to save hundreds of lives and make the king really, really 

happy, I’d probably want to take at least a little credit for it.  It’s because I was 

praying and because I was listening and I would have liked to take credit at least a 

little bit of it for myself. 

But what does Daniel do?  He points people to God. And if you’ll do that 

God will bless your life in ways that you cannot possibly imagine.  If you will 

always point credit back to God, God can do great things through the person who 

doesn’t care who gets the credit. God can do great things through the person who 

says I’m going to point it back to God.  Yes, God used me but it’s all about God, 

not about me. What a bold witness. He points to God.  

That is what you’re to do the rest of your life. You are to point people to 

God. You’re in Starbucks, point people to God. You’re in the military, point people 

to God. You’re on the work site, point people to God.  You’re with a bunch of 

mothers of preschoolers, point people to God.  You’re in the hospital, point the 

staff to God. And if God gives you any degree of success in your life, God has 
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given you that degree of success to give you a platform to point people to God. 

And folks, the more you point people to God the bigger God will build your 

platform.  And you will have influence you never thought possible. Again, look at 

Nick Vujicic or Joni Earekson-Tada or Corrie Ten Boom or Billy Graham. 

Folks, I just shared with you the are the four things Daniel did when under 

pressure. Now he shares the vision, the dream.  Let me read verses 31-44. (Show 

picture while I’m reading) 

            What is Nebuchadnezzar’s response to Daniel when he gives him the dream 

and the interpretation? Daniel 2:46-47, “Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell 

prostrate before Daniel and paid him honor and ordered that an offering and 

incense be presented to him. The king said to Daniel, “Surely your God is the God 

of gods and the Lord of kings and a revealer of mysteries, for you were able to 

reveal this mystery.” God was glorified in the end as the King himself recognized 

that Yahweh was even greater than his gods. In fact, he became a believer of the 

God of the Bible. 

              And here’s how the story ends, Daniel 2:48-49. “Then the king placed 

Daniel in a high position and lavished many gifts on him. He made him ruler over 

the entire province of Babylon and placed him in charge of all its wise 

men. Moreover, at Daniel’s request the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego administrators over the province of Babylon, while Daniel himself 

remained at the royal court.” 

             All’s well that ends well. Daniel got his day in court. And he remained in 

that court for the rest of his life. He was so influential the King granted his request 

to give executive positions to his three friends as well. 

               So let me close with this.  What is it that seems impossible in your life 

right now? What’s the thing that’s got you panicked? What is it that causes you to 

stay awake at night? Debt? Out of work? When am I going to get married? When 
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am I going to see my dream come true?  When am I going to get out of school? 

When am I going to kick out this bad habit? When am I going to get well? When? 

When? When? And all of these impossible problems are piling up against you. 

This is never going to work out. My marriage is never going to get any better. It’s 

just not.  Really?  Have you stayed up all night and prayed about it? What is it that 

seems impossible in your life? What is the big pressure you’re dealing with at the 

moment? Have you asked God to help you out, and expected him to help you out, 

and trusted him to help you out? 
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