Our Loving God
Jeremiah 31:3
Our Awesome God

Good morning! It is February and it is the month of love. Love is in the cold
air, isn’t it? But I hope your love will never grow cold, Amen? Especially for your
wife, and most especially for the Lord Jesus. Because he loves you more than
you’ll ever know and he loved you first as the Bible says. So, I’d like to talk about
God’s love today. We’re in this series I’'m calling “Our Awesome God”. And the
title of my message today is “Our Loving God™.

One of the awesome qualities of God is love. In fact, the Bible says He is
love. But many of us don’t really have an idea of what God’s love is and so, we
cannot appreciate the love of God or how God loves us. We have a hard time
trusting God or knowing that we can run to him as our Heavenly Father who loves
us just the way we are.

We all want to be loved, right? It’s the most basic of all things. A little baby
craves for love and affection that’s why it cries. If you’re an adult, you may not cry
but deep inside you also crave for love and affection. This is especially true when
you’re going through a difficult time. When the troubles of life just pile up on you
and you almost want to give up, you want some comfort, some caring, some love
from someone who can help you get up and face life again.

Today, I’d like to dispel some, if not all, of your fears. Because 1’d like to
share a message from the Word of God about the love of God. You see, it all starts
with the basics. And the basic thing you need to learn is you need to go back to
God’s love in order to regain your sanity and stability. This morning, I’d like to

give you the reasons why you can find security in God’s love.

In Jeremiah 31:3, God says, "I have loved you with an everlasting love; 1

have drawn you with unfailing kindness." God is speaking to his people Israel but



he might as well be speaking to each of us. I believe this has application to us as

individuals.

This passage of Scripture says a great deal about the love of God. Let us
take a careful look at Jeremiah's verse and see what it says about this marvelous
subject of God’s love. As I unpack this verse, we’ll discover five things about the
love of God that will help us to find real security in our lives.

The first thing we'll notice is that
1. God's Love is Personal.

"I have loved you." God is speaking here. This is the God of the Bible
assuring us of his love. You see, one thing that separates the Christian God from
the gods of other religions is that he is a God who wants to have a personal
relationship with each one of us. He longs to be intimate with us.

When he created Adam and Eve, he didn't just put them in the garden and
left them alone. He provided for their needs. He gave Adam a partner, he gave
them the animals and plants to tend and care for, and God walked with them in the
garden. There's nothing as intimate as God walking with you in the garden.

He is a personal God that's why his love is personal. Which is what we
cannot say about the gods of other religions. For example, let’s say you lived 2000
years ago and you were walking on a dusty road in the Roman Empire and you
encounter a Roman or a Greek. Suppose you ask him this question: "Excuse me,
sir, I'm taking a religious survey. I wonder if you don't mind answering this
question: Do you love God?"

He would say, "Do I love God? Are you joking, man, or are you crazy? No
one has ever loved a god. What is there about gods that one can love? They do
nothing for us. They wake up with a headache and start throwing thunderbolts at

us. If we don't appease them with a sacrifice, they destroy our crops and



everything. They're worse than little children when they have their tantrums. Love
a god? I never heard of such a thing. I can't love a god who is not concerned about
me."

Today, some people will actually say the same thing. But, of course, they’re
not even thinking about Roman gods. They just think of all their personal problems
and the tragedies happening around the world and they conclude that God is
unconcerned or there is no god at all.

Friends, God is concerned about you. He loves you more than you could
ever imagine. He is not a Roman god who doesn’t think about you. The God of the
Bible watches over you. Psalm 139 says,

You have searched me, Lord,

and you know me.
? You know when I sit and when I rise;
you perceive my thoughts from afar.

3 You discern my going out and my lying down;

you are familiar with all my ways.

4 Before a word is on my tongue

you, Lord, know it completely.
’ You hem me in behind and before,
and you lay your hand upon me..

And you know what, the greatest expression of God’s personal love for you
is when he sent his son Jesus Christ to die for you. John 3:16 says,

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

That just tells us that God is concerned about your own personal well-being.
He doesn’t want you to suffer in hell because of your sins. So, he let his own son

die on the cross to pay the penalty of your sins. The Bible says, “For the wages of



sin is death but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
(Romand 6:23)

Just think about it. Someone dying for you. Could anything be more
personal than that?

God’s love is personal. It is also certain.

2. God's love is Certain.

“I HAVE loved you.” Another thing about God’s love is that it is
unchanging. It is constant. It doesn't depend on circumstances. No ifs and buts. He
says he loves you, you can depend on it. He is not like a cosmic Santa Claus who's
making a list and checking it twice to find out who's naughty or nice. Whether
you're naughty or nice, he will not withhold his gift of love for you. He loves you
just the way you are.

One of the descriptions of God's love in the Bible is that it is unfailing. For
example, Psalm 6:4 says, "Save me because of your unfailing love."

Psalm 33:5 also says, "The earth is full of his unfailing love."” Then, in Psalm
147:11, it says, "The Lord delights in those who fear him, who put their hope in his
unfailing love.”

God's love never fails. We may fail to love God, but he will never fail to love
us. Whatever your past is, whatever you are at present, God loves you. He loves
you enough to send Jesus his son to die for you and rise from the dead for you. To
save you.

Because his love is unfailing, he can forgive your sins. If you don't have a
personal relationship with Jesus, all you need to do is to tell God, "God, I'm sorry
for my sins. Please forgive me. I accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior." Then,

he'll save you and you’ll become a Christian.



Now, when I’m already a Christian, it doesn't mean that I don't sin anymore.
This 1s quite obvious even though I try to be religious and come to church every
Sunday.

I read the story of this man who was traveling in southern Indiana and he
was headed for the Kentucky border...when he saw a large sign... "LAST
CHANCE FOR $3.00 GAS!!!" He still had more than a quarter of a tank left, but
figured he’d better take advantage of this opportunity to fill up his tank.

As he was getting his change from the attendant, he asked, "How much is
gas in Kentucky?"

The attendant replied, "$2.50..."

This is a good illustration of the trap of sin. It sounds like such a good deal
at first, but it is only a trap. It really is going to cost us more in terms of
consequences and unhappiness.

The truth about sin is that we are gradually gathered in by an invisible net
that can’t be broken. Sin is so tricky that, at first, we are unaware of our own
bondage. We think that we are free. But, we are not free. We are slave, with no
rights and no security. Even though we’re saved already, we live in an imperfect
body in an imperfect world.

But, here’s the thing, when I sin, I shouldn’t ever think "I blew it. Does God
still love me?" Of course, he still does. Remember, his love is unfailing.

Because he loves you he will forgive you if you ask for forgiveness.

King David committed what we may consider grave sins - adultery and
murder. Did God turn his back from him? NO. In fact, he loved David so much that
it was God himself who took the initiative in telling David his wrongdoing through
the prophet Nathan when David seemed to be hiding his sins. And when David
confessed and said, "I have sinned against God", God immediately forgave him.

God longed to bring King David back to himself.



God’s love is personal. It is certain.

3. God's love is also Directed. "I have loved YOU." God is speaking to you, no
one else. He wants you to know that. And don’t ever forget that.

In the time of Jeremiah, God spoke audibly. He spoke with Jeremiah just like
me speaking to you right now. Today, he can do that, but I don't think he'll do that
because we have his written word already. The Bible contains words of love
from God. It is his love letter to us. God is verbalizing his feelings toward you
through his written word.

One thing about Filipinos is that it is sometimes hard for us to verbalize our
feelings, right. And so, by gestures, by facial expression, by body language, we try
to get our message across.

Like when I do this, what am I trying to do or say? (pouts lips)

How about this? (Mano po)

And this. (Passes in between two people while stooping)

Can you think of something else? Something unique to us?

Like Filipinos, God sometimes communicates with us indirectly. So, not
through words we can hear but through dreams, visions, people,
circumstances. When I went to train as a missionary with YWAM, Youth With A
Mission, I was just coming back to the Lord. It was so hard for me because I was
backslidden for a long time. During that period, my heart became cold and I
couldn't feel God's love for me anymore. Actually, I felt that God had abandoned
me during those times [ was away from him. So, [ went to Russia with
twenty-some young missionaries hoping against hope that my love for God
would return.

Then, God moved. During my stay in Russia, people from all walks of life
were befriending me--young, old, students, professionals. I was amazed just like

everybody else in my group. In fact, I had such great ministry among children that



they dubbed me the "Pastor of the First Children’s Church in Russia”. But, you
know what, the most significant thing was that for every child, teen-ager, and adult
that God sent me, I felt like God was saying to me directly, "I love you." And my
heart was filled with his love.

God's love is personal. It is certain. It is directed.
4. God's love is Eternal.

"I have loved you with an EVERLASTING love." God's love is unending. It

is forever. You cannot measure its longevity for it stretches across time without any
limits. If he loved you yesterday, he loves you today, and will continue on loving
you indefinitely.

In short, God’s love doesn’t change. And there’s nothing that can come
between you and his love. Look at Romans 8:35-39: “Who shall separate us from
the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness
or danger or sword? As it is written: ‘For your sake we face death all day long; we
are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.’ No, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any
powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Folks, that is one of the most reassuring and encouraging verses in the Bible
about the enduring love of God. God promises to love you — through thick and
thin, come hell or high water, under all circumstances. So, take heart, his love will
carry you through and his promises to you are as good as his love--they are
enduring. They will last. Nothing can ever stop them from being fulfilled.

Job said to God, "I know that you can do all things,; no plan of yours can be
thwarted." (Job 42:2) Job could say this even though he experienced great loss and

terrible physical pain. He lost his entire family, except for his wife.



Job also lost all his property. In the end, however, he believed that God's
plan for his life, although he did not understand it, will be accomplished.

Some of you may be going through some trials or testings as well. Why are
you being tested? One of the reasons is to develop your character.

1 Peter 5:10 says,

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after
you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm
and steadfast.

Have the patience of Job. You see, a test is something you have to
go through. Just like in school, before you graduate, you have to take a number of
tests. Well, you may decide not to take them, but you will never learn and you
cannot go on to the next level.

I don’t think you want to be a repeater the rest of your life. But a test is
God's way to conform you to the image of Jesus. As you take the test, remember
God's promise, "I will never leave you nor forsake you." (Hebrews 13:5) In
Jeremiah 29:11, he also says,

For I know the plans I have for you, plans to prosper you and not to harm

you, plans to give you hope and a future.

You can trust in God's promises because of his everlasting love.

God's love is personal. It is certain. It is directed. It is everlasting. Finally,
5. God's love is Persistent.
"I have DRAWN you with unfailing kindness."

God is persistent. The hardest heart will melt under the persistence of God's
love. He draws us to himself because he loves us dearly. Many of us I'm sure have
turned a cold heart to God in the beginning, refusing to yield ourselves to him. We
were stubborn. We didn't want to be under his care because we just loved the ways

of the world.



But God was just persistent with us. He continued to woo us, to win our love
because he loves us. How did he do this?

By moving people to pray for us, by engineering circumstances, by speaking
to us in a still, small, voice, and other means. Do you think he would run out of
ideas to make us love him? He is the most persistent and creative suitor you'll ever
meet.

Now, God's persistent love extends even to the time that we are now in his
love. You see, there are times when we flee from his love because our sinful nature
takes over us. We get sidetracked, slide back into our old ways and then lose
our love for God. But God, the ever-persistent lover, draws us to himself patiently,
with all care and understanding.

After Peter denied Jesus three times just before he was crucified, he went
back to his old trade, fishing. He thought that he failed and can no longer be used
by God. Worse, the other disciples got discouraged as well and went back to
fishing with him.

Some of us are like these poor disciples, we easily give up. But God doesn’t
give up on us. You see, Jesus, after he rose again, showed himself to his disciples
and called them back to his arms. Although they left him, Jesus never left them.

And then, we read the famous love talk between Jesus and Peter as recorded
for us by John. Beginning verse 15 of chapter 21,

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of
John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you
know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." Again Jesus said,
"Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you
know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." The third time he
said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because
Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know
all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. (John
21:15-18a)



10

Jesus restored Peter’s calling. He trusted Peter to care for his sheep even
though Peter did not seem to be up to the task. God’s love is persistent.

Friends, I just gave you the five reasons why we can find security in
God's love. These are the reasons why we can go through life not being bothered
by the slings and arrows that the enemy throws against us. God's love is our shield
and shelter. We can hide and rest in God's love. No matter what you’re going
through, or how life is treating you, remember that God’s love is an anchor that can
keep you steady and strong. Just allow God to love you. He is your heavenly father
and he longs to embrace you in his arms.

Now, let me share with you a story of how God is truly interested in you and,
in fact, knows you by name. When someone calls you by name, isn’t that the
sweetest thing you’ll hear? When you hear your name, it makes you feel special.

I’ve shared this before actually in my sermon in the past and you may have
even read it on Facebook but I’d like to share it again for the sake of our new
people here and besides, I think it’s worth retelling. Our children themselves don’t
know the whole story.

On November 5, 2015, Bel and I went to New York to attend Microsoft’s
Cloud Roadshow held at Jacob Javits Center. Believe it or not, I’ve lived in New
York/New Jersey for almost twenty years but I never set foot in that building and
so I thought it would be nice to see it this time plus the fact that being an IT pro, |
was interested in this free event by Microsoft. So, I asked Bel to come with me
since she is an IT pro herself and I found out she herself had never been to that
place, too. But there was one more motivation for her. She wanted to take a
much-needed respite from a very recent heartbreaking episode in her life.

Bel, together with her mom, had just come back from the Philippines to
attend the wake and funeral of her only brother Nolie, who was only 35, and left a

young wife and two children. Bong, which was his nickname, died after a
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motorcycle accident in the Philippines in early October. Needless to say, Bel was
devastated. She loved him dearly.

In New York, Bel tried her best to put on a brave front although obviously
she was going through a difficult time. The sights and sounds of New York,
perhaps, soothed her frayed emotions and made her forget her difficult experience
even just for a little while. She appeared animated and smiled a lot, which I noticed
as soon as we arrived in New York on Wednesday night and up to the time we
attended the event sessions which started the next day. On Friday afternoon,
however, she somehow lost her enthusiasm. We attended our last session, and I
noticed her scribbling something on her notepad. She seemed uninterested in the
lecture.

After the lecture, we proceeded to the booth of one of the exhibitors who
was holding a raffle. The winner gets to bring home a video drone. I dropped my
entry earlier praying I’d win it and encouraged Bel to drop hers, too. She wasn’t
interested so I dropped another entry under her name.

A big crowd gathered in front of the booth. And I positioned myself right at
the front to make sure that I would hear clearly as they announced the name of the
winner. Bel, meanwhile, preferred to just stay in the back, away from the crowd.
With bated breath, I watched one of the guys manning the booth put his hand
inside the box and pulled out a piece of paper. He called out the name of the winner
and it wasn’t us. I was disappointed, of course. Everybody looked around but no
one came to claim the prize. The guy called again and still no one came. There is
hope, I told myself. Realizing the “winner” had left the Center already, the guy
picked another entry, called out the name but no one responded again. For the third
time, the announcer picked another one, the name was called and still no one
responded. This went on for quite a few more times. Now, the guy, after the initial

announcement, had actually been picking business cards which was an acceptable
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raffle entry. I was always disappointed when I saw him holding a card because we
filled out a paper entry. No way would we win it. At that point, he must have
picked six already, but no one came to the front to pick up the prize. Before he
picked the seventh, someone shouted, “Try another paper entry again!” So, he did.
And when he called the name of the winner, Bel said later, “It was as if God called
my name”. In my excitement, I shouted, “That’s me!” I looked back and saw that
Bel was in a state of surprise and I rushed to her, quickly grabbed her and finally,
her face broke into a big smile as we dashed to the front and picked up the video
drone.

It was surreal. Unbelievable. The Lord Jesus had intended it for Bel all
along. On the seventh try, God’s perfect number, he wanted her to know that he is
aware of what she was going through, that he knows her by name. Personally.
Certainly. Directly. Eternally. Persistently. That thoughtful gesture from the Lord
touched Bel’s heart and lifted her spirit. As the Bible says, “Do not fear, for I have
redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. When you pass
through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they
will not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned;
the flames will not set you ablaze. For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of
Israel, your Savior” (Isaiah 43:1b-3a)

Later in the afternoon on the subway, on our way to Jollibee in Queens to
celebrate, Bel shared with me what she wrote on her notepad earlier. She said that
she was asking God questions about her brother’s sudden, unexpected death. She
wasn’t even sure of her brother’s salvation although she knew when they were
young, he was even the one who brought his siblings to church. Afterwards, she
posted this on Facebook, “I was asking God questions in my notepad during the
last session ... about my brother's death, etc. I told Him, ‘God, give me a sign that

he's in your hands, then I just went with Rolly unenthusiastically to the raffle
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booth. Entries were picked, but no one came to the front to claim the prize. Until
my name was announced as the winner. It's only a material thing. But for me it's
God's personal way of confirming his love and answering all my questions. He
didn't forget me.”

The Bible says that God will never leave you nor forsake you (Hebrews
13:5). You are the apple of his eye (Zechariah 2:8). Friend, take heart if you’re
going through something difficult yourself. God is the strength of your heart and he
will always be faithful to you and love you for all time. To rephrase a line in
Francesca Battistelli's popular song "He Knows My Name", You are famous in
your Father's eyes.

That’s our loving God.



