DARING TO IMAGINE

Good morning! We’re continuing our series called “Daring Faith: The Key to
Miracles.” We are now on Part 3. Our message for today is “Daring to Imagine”.

One of the greatest gifts that God has given you is the gift of imagination. It is
the ability to see things in your mind, to think and to create with mental pictures in
your mind. God gave you this gift of imagination.

And the reason why you have this gift is because God imagines. The Bible
tells us that God imagined the entire universe and it was created. He thought it up
before it became reality. The Bible says that God has imagined all of history. He’s
already seen it all happen even before it’s happened because he thought it up. He
imagined it in advance. The Bible calls that God’s foreknowledge.

You know, you are most like your Creator when you are being creative. Does
that make sense? And God gave you the ability to create with your imagination.
When you use your imagination for good and for God, God is pleased.

You see, everything starts with imagination. Nothing becomes reality unless
somebody first thinks it up. This building did not become reality until somebody
had to think it up in their mind first. Every great business, every great company,
every piece of art, every musical note somebody imagined it before it became
reality. Nothing happens unless somebody imagines it.

And without imagination you couldn’t even make decisions. When you start to
make a decision, you imagine what would happen if I did this, what would happen
if I do that? And then you make the decision.

Everything that has been created on planet earth by human beings started in the
imagination of somebody’s mind. This is a gift from God.

Imagination is a tool. It could be used for good or it can be used for bad. And

like any other gift of God whether it’s talent, money, job, or anything else, anything
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that God gives as a gift can be misused, abused and perverted. And today many
people are misusing their imaginations for wrong ways — to be clever in their evil.

Now, the Bible gives us three categories with respect to our imaginations.

First, there are some things the Bible says we should nof imagine. Second, there
are some things we cannot imagine because our brains aren’t big enough. And
third, there are some things that we should imagine. Let me elaborate on these
things.

There are some things the Bible says that as human beings we should not
imagine. We should not allow in our mind. The Bible calls these evil imaginations
or vein imaginations or empty imaginations.

Like worry. Worry is a misuse of your imagination. Because you imagine
something in your mind and you start getting fearful about it and you go over and
over and over. You’re using your imagination every time you worry. But you’re
misusing it. It is a perversion. God didn’t give you your imagination to be able to
picture something and get stressed out about it.

Lust is a misuse of imagination when you think of a lust in your mind over and
over.

Revenge is a misuse of imagination when you think, “I know how I’'m going to
get back at that person!” You start planning and plotting in your mind. Using
your imagination how you’re going to get back. That’s a misuse of your
imagination.

The Bible tells us that the reason God flooded the earth and told Noah to build
an ark is because it says in those days all he could find were “evil imaginations™ in
people’s lives. They’d taken a gift of God and they were using their imaginations
for violence. Using their imagination for perversion. Using their imaginations for

the occult, for evil, for bad things, for dark things.



Today many people use their imaginations in very, very dark ways. You should
not fill your mind with those things.

So there are some things we should not imagine.

But then the Bible says, the second category, there are some things we cannot
imagine. The Bible says that God is so great we can’t even imagine how great he
is, how powerful he is. We look at the universe and see how great the universe is
and the universe just shows a fraction of God’s greatness. The Creator is certainly
bigger than the creation. So we can’t imagine the universe. We can’t imagine the
God who created the universe.

The Bible says, very clearly multiple times in the Bible, you can’t imagine how
much God loves you. God loves you so much your brain would explode if you
understood how much he loves you. God is love. It’s his nature. So you cannot
understand that.

The Bible says you can’t imagine what heaven is going to be like. That’s why
a lot of people aren’t really interested in heaven because it’s so foreign to us we
can’t imagine those dimensions. We’re limited to three dimensions on earth,
length, width, and height. But heaven has many more dimensions than three. So
we can’t imagine how cool, how great, how wonderful it’s going to be.

1 John 3:2 says, “Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will
be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall
be like him, for we shall see him as he is.”

What that verse says is that right now you can’t see Jesus directly so you’re
growing to be more like him a little bit at a time. But one day when Christ comes
back, when we see him perfectly, you’re going to become perfectly like him.
You’re going to be transformed in an instant. The Bible says we can’t even

imagine what we’re going to be like when Jesus comes back. You’re going to be



so cool, so different and your body will be different. The Bible says we can’t even
imagine that. It’s hard for us to conceive.

But then there are some things we should imagine. Philippians 4:8, “ Finally,
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is
excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things.” These are the kind of things
God wants you to imagine.

What I want to do this weekend as we do this part three of Daring Faith is |
want to show you the relationship between your imagination and faith. And I want
to help you unlock your imagination in a way that has never been done before.

This morning, I’d like to share with you four key truths that the Bible says
about imagination and the importance of it in your life. This really could make a
major difference in your life if you’ll let God expand the way you think about your
family, your career, your life, God and everything else.

1. My imagination shapes my life.

My imagination shapes my life. In other words the way you think is going to
affect the way you feel and the way you feel is going to affect the way you act.
And if you want to change the way you act you need to change the way you think.
Proverb 23:7, “As a man thinks in his heart so is he.”

It is God’s way of saying I want you to understand that how I work in your life
is through your thoughts. As a man thinks in his heart so is he.

For instance, the person who says, “I can’t do this,” and the person who says,
“I can do this,” are both right. They’re both right. Because if you think you can’t,
you can’t. And if you think you can, you can. The person who says, I just can’t
imagine that ever happening to me. Guess what? It won’t. It won’t. Because

you’re already doing a self-fulfilling prophecy.



The Bible says this in Proverb 4:23: “Be careful how you think; your life is
shaped by your thoughts.”

Let me share with you some quotes about imagination from some great minds.

Here’s the first one from Albert Einstein. “Imagination is more important than
knowledge. Logic will get you from A to B; imagination will take you
everywhere. There’s no limit to imagination. The true sign of intelligence is not
knowledge but imagination.”

Here’s one, George Bernard Shaw the famous playwright and poet:
“Imagination is the beginning of creation. You imagine what you desire. You will
what you imagine. Then you create what you will.” In other words, Michelangelo,
when he painted the Sistine Chapel, those beautiful frescos, he had to imagine it all
in his mind, he had to see it in his mind, before he could put it on the wall.

C. S. Lewis the great Christian thinker of the last century said, “Imagination is
the organ of meaning.”

Walt Disney said, “Disneyland will never be completed. It will continue to
grow as long as there is imagination left in the world.”

God warned about the power of imagination being misused. He tells the
people in Babel where they were building this giant tower of Babel which was
going to be basically an idol. They were going to build it to reach up to God.
Here’s what God says in Genesis 11:6 (AMPC) about imagination. “And the Lord
said, Behold, they are one people and they have all one language, and this is only
the beginning of what they will do, and now nothing they have imagined they can
do will be impossible for them.”

Notice this is God talking. God always speaks the truth. He says that because
they’re one people with one language and they’re unified, they’ve got clear
communication. He said, “Nothing they have imagined they can do will be

impossible for them.”



The second key truth about imagination.

25 Imagination is essential to living by faith.

Imagination is essential to living by faith. In fact, you cannot live by faith
without using your imagination. Because since you can’t see God, you’ve got to
use imagination to practice your faith.

Hebrews 11 is the great chapter of heroes of the faith. In Hebrews 11, we have
God’s Hall of Fame which we can also call God’s Hall of Faith. The writer of
Hebrews lists all the people who are the real heroes in God’s book. Abraham,
Moses, Joseph and Gideon and all these people.

He starts off Hebrews 11 talking about faith by saying this in verse 1, defining
faith. I like this version from The Living Bible. Let’s read it aloud together. “What
is faith? It is the confident assurance that something we want is going to happen. It
is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting for us, even though we cannot see
it up ahead.”

Notice two things. Faith is a way of seeing. And he says here that God says
whatever we hope for, when you believe it’s going to happen - that’s faith. There
is certainty.

God gave you two ways of seeing. He gave every human being two ways of
seeing. First, you can see through your physical eyes. That’s one way of seeing.
And second you can see by the imagination in your mind. You can picture things
in your mind. And of course you dream them, you can visualize them. That’s
another way of seeing.

When you can’t see something physically you have to imagine it in your mind.
It says here that faith is when we hope for something, and we know it’s going to
happen. In order to hope for something, you have to picture it in your mind.

This is a tool that God says you have to use in walking with Christ. Because

you can’t see God, so when you can’t see God right now you have to imagine.
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God has given us tools of imagination. The Lord’s Super and baptism, both of
those symbols engage your imagination. They help us visualize. Baptism helps us
picture the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. And the Lord’s Supper or
communion is a picture of Jesus giving his body and blood for your salvation.
They are tools that engage your imagination.

When you read the rest of Hebrews 11 about all those heroes of faith you
realize that every one of them became heroes of faith because they used their
imagination. For instance, God says to Abraham, “Abraham, you’re ninety years
old and you have no kids. But I’'m going to change your name from Abram to
Abraham which means father of a great nation.”

Then he says I want you to go outside, Abraham, I want you to count the stars
at night. That’s how many grandchildren and great grandchildren, how many
you’re going to have in your family tree. That’s going to be the nation of Israel.
That’s going to be how many Jews there are in the world. Count all the stars.

What is God doing when he tells Abraham to go count stars? He is activating
his imagination. He’s saying I want you to visualize what I’'m going to do in your
life.

Look at the next verse. 2 Corinthians 4:18 (ERV), “So we think about what we
cannot see, not what we see. What we see lasts only a short time, and what we
cannot see will last forever.”

What does that verse mean? It means that the material is temporary and the
immaterial is eternal.

For instance, everybody can see this pulpit right now. It’s a wooden pulpit. It’s
material. But it’s not going to last. It won’t last 500 years. This pulpit will decay
and fall apart. It’s not going to last.

On the other hand, you can’t see the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. But

they’re going to last for eternity. You can’t see your own soul. It’s going to last for
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eternity. The Bible says you need to focus on the things that will last that you
actually can’t see with your eyes. You have to imagine them. Only by
imagination.

So my imagination shapes my life. And imagination is essential to living by
faith.

The third key truth:

3. Great lives are built around great dreams.

Great lives are built around great dreams. I’ve discovered that nobody is
naturally a great person. You don’t just pop out of your mommy being a great
person. No. You become great by attaching your life to a great cause, a great
purpose or a great dream. You need something bigger than yourself to draw you
out of yourself to make to you grow better than yourself and that’s what makes you
a great person.

Until you have a great dream you will never be a great person. If you don’t
have a great vision, if you don’t have a great dream it is impossible for you to be
great. Greatness comes from what you attach yourself to. You need something
bigger than yourself that pulls you out of yourself centeredness that makes you
great.

During Daring Faith 1 want to help you unlock your imagination. And I want
to help you become a great person. I want you to dream and visualize and think
about how God wants to use your career. How God wants to use your future, your
finances, your family, your giving, your ministry, you career.

My prayer for you is actually this next verse. Ephesians 1:18. As your pastor
I’m praying this: “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order
that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious

inheritance in his holy people.”



Notice this: The eyes of your heart may be enlightened. What’s he talking
about there? The eyes of your mind. He’s not talking about your physical eyes.
He’s talking about your imagination. He’s saying I pray that your imagination will
come alive and in faith you’ll be able to see God’s dream for your life, God’s
purpose and plan for your life.

God has a calling for you. Most people miss their calling in life. Why?
Because they’re following their dream instead of God's dream.

I’m not interested in you following your dream. I’m interested in you
following God’s dream. I could make up a dream for my life and say. I dream of
being a rock star and it would be a waste of my life. Because God didn’t wire me
to be a rock star.

God said I want to give you my dream for your life. That’s your calling. He
says when you understand what I’ve made you for, what I’ve built you for, what |
have a vision for your life then you’re going to have hope. You will know the hope
that his calling holds for you.

If you want significance in your life, if you want satisfaction in your life, if you
want fulfillment in your life here’s what you’ve got to do. You’ve got to stop
following your dream for your life and you’ve got to start following God’s dream
for your life. Because God’s dream when you fulfill it you go, “This is it! This is
what I was made to be!” It fits. [ know my niche. I know why I’m alive.

That leads me to number four. The fourth key truth about imagination is this:
4. God’s dream for my life is bigger than my dream.

God’s dream for my life is bigger than my dream. It’s exponentially bigger.
It’s far larger. It’s eternally significant.

There are a lot of dreams, you can have big dreams but they wouldn’t be
significant. You could dream of being a millionaire by a certain age or dream of

being a billionaire. For what purpose? Do you think God put you on this planet to
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live for yourself? Of course not. God’s dream for your life is bigger than your
dream.

Let me show you what the Bible says. Ephesians 3:20, “Now to him who is
able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his
power that is at work within us.”’ Notice: more than all we ask or imagine! God
can do that in your life.

You have no idea what God wants to do in your life. You are living such a
small fraction of what you’re capable of. You are doing with your life such a small
portion of what God wants to do in your life. God’s dream for your life is
enormous. It’s big. He says I can do more than you can imagine.

¢

And by the way the next verse after that says, “...to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” (v. 21)
When God does the unimaginable in our lives, it brings glory to God. The world
takes notice. They see that our God is big and great.

I want you to write this down: God wants me to dream big. Write that down.
He wants me to use the imagination that he gave me because dreaming big honors
God. It shows faith. It shows trust. You should base your dream not on what you
think you could do. But you should base your dream on what you think God could
do.

Let me end this sermon by sharing with you a little bit of my life. I’ve shared
before some bits and pieces but I’d like to fill in some more details. Let me start by
telling you about the time God put it in my heart to travel to another country to
improve my lot in life. That’s when my dream with God started.

It was 1989 and I had arrived in Australia. I was recruited by an Australian tech
start-up to work for their customer which was the Australian Gas Light Company.
At the time, [ was actually in spiritual limbo. I had been drifting spiritually for ten

years because I experienced setbacks in the past which drove me away from God.
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By going to Australia, I thought I would restart my life. At the same time, it was an
opportunity to escape poverty in the Philippines.

Six months into my job, I was fired. [ wasn’t performing well. I’ve been
depressed actually for some time and had been experiencing panic attacks since I
stopped believing in God. Then, God started to move. That was when one
afternoon, he broke me by showing me in a dramatic way that I needed to repent
and follow him. If you were at our family camp last year, you heard the details of
that episode in my life. It was a defining moment in my life.

So, after that, God gradually revived my spirit. I started to attend church once
again and became active in ministry in fact. Then, one afternoon, I was browsing
some books at a Christian bookstore when my eyes caught an interesting title
which was “Is That Really You, God?” It was written by Loren Cunningham, the
founder of Youth With A Mission or YWAM. As I read the book, I felt like God
was directing me to attend the Discipleship Training School of YWAM in Hawaii.
I wondered why it was so. Then I felt like God wanted to heal me and also to lead
me into serving him as a missionary. [ was afraid because [ knew I would be with
other foreign students and I wondered how I could socialize with them and join any
conversation or speak up in class when I wasn’t really articulate in English. Just
thinking about it made me really scared. I was imagining situations in a bad way.
In short, I was worried sick. But at the same time, I also imagined how it would be
nice to be healed and used by God.

So, knowing in my heart that God called me, that bolstered my faith and I went
ahead. I applied for admission, I was accepted, and in a miraculous way, God
provided for my tuition and the expenses involved in our outreach to a city in
Russia called Krasnodar. I could write a whole book about how in a period of two
months in Russia, God revealed himself to me through my interactions with

Russians, young and old, in such a way that lifted me out of my depression. He
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turned my heart of stone into a heart of flesh. I began to feel and know the real love
of God. And I started to also dream about a lifetime of ministry, maybe as a
missionary, or evangelist, or as a pastor.

After my stint in Russia, I came back to the US and lived with my sister in
California. I wanted to go back to Australia in order to pursue missions work. But
God had other plans. He closed the door to Australia and then moved in my heart
to apply and work in New Jersey. I was kind of disappointed but just went along
with God’s plan. I found a job as a computer programmer at Nabisco. But | was
still dreaming to become a minister of some sort but wondered how.

A few years later, God stirred in me a desire to enter Bible school. Again, just
like when he called me to the DTS in Hawaii, I was afraid because I had to attend
classes with English-speaking students and I would be required to present reports
and stuff. But one thing that convinced me that God called me was when on the
first day of school, in my first class, when I was full of doubts whether I made the
right decision, God spoke to me through my professor. When he quoted from
Matthew 4:19, “Come, follow me and I will make you fishers of men,” it was as if
God spoke to me directly. And I trusted and obeyed.

Now, entering Bible school meant that [ would certainly become a minister
someday. At this point, however, I still didn’t know where I would end up. A
missionary, an evangelist, a pastor, or some other role?

Until one day, a pastor in New Jersey advised me to apply as a pastor of a church
in Brooklyn, New York. This church had been looking for a pastor for quite some
time. So, I applied and was accepted. I was now 40 years old. And I began to
dream about starting a family. But I didn’t have a girlfriend. Of course, I’ve been
praying but God wasn’t answering...yet.

In my mind, I imagined a beautiful girl, someone with fair complexion, with a

pointy nose, with almond eyes, and kissable lips. In fact, if you knew me, I had
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always dreamed of someone like that since college. But the dream didn’t become
reality.

Until one morning, when I was preaching at church, I noticed someone sitting in
front who caught my attention. I was pleasantly surprised. My heart beat faster.
Hawak nya ang beat. I preached like I was possessed...by the Holy Spirit.

After the service, | immediately greeted her. She smiled and the glint in her eyes
told me she liked me, too. That was my imagination running wild, OK?

After a year, she became my wife and my dream finally came true. You know,
before she came along, my mom used to say to me, “Rolly, it doesn’t matter if the
girl is not beautiful, as long as she is kind.” But I would reason, “Mommy, isn’t it
better if the girl is beautiful and kind as well?” So, I was proven right. Of course,
my mom was just concerned about me.

Then, I started dreaming again. [ wanted to have children. There was a problem
though. We tried a few times but failed. I went to a urologist who said that I needed
surgery so that I could have children. That was scary but I had to do it. If
something went wrong, [ wouldn’t have any children at all. Bel and I prayed. On
the week the doctor was going to do the surgery, I called him and said, “Doctor,
you don’t have to do the surgery. My wife is pregnant.” And the rest is history. The
children came one after the other. We could have some more but I was getting
along in years and it was hard to lose sleep at night watching a baby.

Folks, when I look back, there were so many things that happened in my life
that were impossible. But the most important thing to remember is this: Jesus said
with man this is impossible but with God all things are possible. So you pray and
you ask God for direction. “God, I’'m not doing this on my ability. I’'m doing it
with your ability. I’m not looking at what I can do. I’m looking at what you can
do. I’m going to move against my fears and I’'m going to move against my doubts

and I’m going to go ahead because all things are possible with you”.
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Folks, God is looking for people who are tired of small thinking, petty living,
weak-willed goals, self-centered dreams. I told you I was going to push you during
this Daring Faith series. Because you were made for far more than just an
ordinary life. God’s dream, God’s vision, God’s goal for your life is so big you
cannot even imagine it. God is looking for people who will step up, move out and
go, “I’m all in. It scares me to death but I’m all in; and I’'m going to be a part of

God’s plan and God’s goal for my life.”
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