
STANDING UP FOR YOUR BELIEFS 

PROVERBS 19:8 
 

Today we’re in part three of “Immovable”. We’re looking at seven lessons 

from the life of that great character in the Bible, Daniel. 

Folks, starting at about the age of five, you’re going to spend the better part 

of the next two decades getting an education. And hopefully that education will 

continue for the rest of your life.  

Now, education is a good thing. In fact, the Bible has a lot to say about the 

importance of getting an education. The Bible says we’re to love God with our 

minds. That’s in the Greatest Commandment. How do you love God with your 

mind? By using it. By developing it. By not wasting it. By educating it. That’s one 

of the ways you love God with your mind – by learning all you can. I’ve entitled 

my message this morning, “Standing Up 

The Bible has a lot to say about learning and education. Let me just show 

you a couple of verses here on the screen. The Bible says in Proverbs 19:8 (GNT), 

“Do yourself a favor and learn all you can; then remember what you learn and you 

will prosper.” It says you’re doing yourself a favor when you get an education and 

then remember it and you’re going to prosper. That’s another word for success. 

You want to be successful in life? Get a good education.  

You know who invented the modern school system in the United States? 

Horace Mann in the 19th century. Mann was a Christian. He was a prominent 

educator and reformer in the United States, advocating for public education and 

religious freedom. He believed that God doesn’t just care about your soul. He cares 

about your mind and your body. 

Now, your education doesn’t end with school. To be successful you’re going 

to be learning for the rest of your life. Let me show you another verse. Proverbs 
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24:5 (NIV) says this: “The wise prevail through great power, and those who have 

knowledge muster their strength.”  

You’ve heard of the phrase, “Knowledge is Power”, right? It came from the 

Bible. If you want to be strong, if you want to be powerful, learn as much as you 

can. The Bible actually says that getting an education is a good investment of your 

time and your life and your money. In fact, it’s an investment in yourself. But the 

Bible also says that you need to be careful about your education. You need to guard 

your education. Because you need to learn the right stuff. Proverbs 4:13, on your 

outline, says this: “Hold on to instruction, do not let it go; guard it well, for it is 

your life.” Guard it well. Guard your education.  

Last week in the last message I talked about, I said that before every blessing 

there’s always a testing. God tests you to see if you are ready to handle the 

blessing. And God tests you with stress before he blesses you with success, before 

he trusts you with success. He tests you and then he trusts you and then he releases 

you. Meaning, he uses you.  

So, in this series, we’ve been looking at the seven common tests of life. 

They’re all in the life of Daniel. We looked at a major change and we looked at 

social pressure. This is the last message on his teen years.  

Today, we’re going to look at the test of challenges to your faith. So, I’ve 

entitled this message, “Standing Up for Your Beliefs”. 

The Bible says in Daniel 1:3-5, King Nebuchadnezzar commanded this: 

“Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, chief of his court officials, to bring into the 

king’s service some of the Israelites from the royal family and the nobility—young 

men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for every kind of 

learning, well informed, quick to understand, and qualified to serve in the king’s 

palace. He was to teach them the language and literature of the Babylonians. The 

king assigned them a daily amount of food and wine from the king’s table. They 
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were to be trained for three years, and after that they were to enter the king’s 

service.”  

So this is an indoctrination program. Daniel and his three best friends 

actually get chosen for this program. And they’re going to be educated. Now, this 

Babylonian education program, it sounds pretty great but a lot of the courses they 

were going to teach were totally anti-God. Because the Babylonian culture 

obviously was a pagan education system. In fact, as one Bible commentator said, 

the students were being educated also on Babylonian magic and fortunetelling. 

Why? Because the Babylonians were incredibly superstitious. So, they’re going to 

have to learn a lot of stuff that they obviously don’t agree with and don’t believe 

in.  

​ Now, Daniel and his three friends had already passed two important tests: 

major change and social pressure and they came out with flying colors. Now God 

gives them an even bigger test and that test is this: Can you study in a pagan school 

and not lose your faith? The problem, as I said, with this Babylonian school system 

is that it is totally ungodly. They’re going to learn all kinds of myths and all kinds 

of superstitions and all kinds of occultic practices and false science and reasoning.  

Now, not everything the Babylonians believed was bad. In fact, the 

Babylonians gave us some good stuff. For instance, the 60 minutes on your 

watch…the reason we have 60 minutes an hour is the Babylonians thought the 

number 60 had practical and spiritual significance. So, they divided up the hour 

into 60. We talked about 360 degrees in a circle – that’s Babylonian. It’s a root of 

60. So even still today we have some of the leftovers of why things are the way 

they are from this society.  

The Babylonians were also the ones who first observed the planet Jupiter. 

Without a telescope. They were great students of the stars. But it wasn’t for 

scientific reasons; it was for religious reasons. It wasn’t for astronomy; it was for 
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astrology. In fact, they were the ones who invented the Horoscope. So, if you have 

the habit of looking at your Zodiac sign, you’re practicing an ancient pagan ritual. 

The saying goes, “Don’t look at the stars; look at the one who created the stars.” 

But the Babylonians looked at the stars believing they have influence over our 

lives. So, all these Jewish students were going to be trained to be like 

fortunetellers. This is false teaching. This is not really that good of a program.  

           In verse 18, the Bible says this: “At the end of the time set by the king to 

bring them into his service, the chief official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. 

The king talked with them, and he found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael 

and Azariah; so they entered the king’s service. In every matter of wisdom and 

understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times 

better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom.” So, in the 

end, they graduated summa cum laude. That’s called educational excellence.  

           What I want to talk to you today about is how do you do that? How do you 

learn what the world wants to teach you without losing your faith? That’s an 

important thing you need to know. Your education actually is only as good as the 

content you learn. You can go to school all your life but if you’re learning phony, 

fake, false, unscientific, untrue content it’s not going to help you. 

​ Now, in our school system today, the truth is that they don’t believe in 

absolute truth anymore. Do you know that all Ivy League schools, except for 

Cornell, were started by pastors whose aim was to spread the gospel and minister 

to people? In fact, the original motto of Harvard was “In Christi Gloriam,” 

meaning “For the glory of Christ.” Harvard was established by the Puritans. In 

1836, when it started to become secularized, they changed the motto to “Veritas”, 

meaning, “Truth”. But the truth is, they are now espousing the idea that there is no 

absolute truth, there is only relative truth. Truth is what you make it to be. All Ivy 

League schools now have become liberal and humanistic and anti-Christian. And 

4 
 



 

their tentacles have spread far and wide reaching down to the elementary level of 

our schools.  

​ So how do you excel in your education when relativism and liberalism and 

anti-Christian teachings are the fundamental positions of the educational system 

today? Let me give you six things. You need to write these down. And even if 

you’ve gone through school, you’re going to need to share these with students, 

children, grandchildren and you yourself you’re going to need them the rest of your 

life – even at work. Here’s how you excel in your education or even in your 

business. 

1.​ Decide in advance to stand for God. 

You decide in advance to stand for God. The time to choose your loyalty is 

before the test happens. Jesus said, “In this world you will have trouble.” (John 

16:33) Not you might – you will. So, count on it. It’s a guarantee. You should not 

be surprised that your faith is going to be tested at school, or your faith is going to 

be tested at work or anywhere else. The Bible says in 2 Timothy 2:13, “…everyone 

who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” If I’m living like 

Christ, guess what, I can expect to be persecuted. If I’m not persecuted, it means 

I’m living such a chameleon life that people don’t even know I’m a Christian so 

I’m not suffering anything.  

​ You need to be prepared for that test whether you’re in school or not. In 

school, you take different tests in the subjects you take – English, Math, History, 

etc. But the most important test you’ll ever take during your education is the test of 

your faith. You can fail any test, but you can’t fail at your faith because it has 

eternal implications. That’s the big test that you need to be prepared for. So, you 

start with deciding in advance to stand for God. 

            That’s what Daniel did and I talked about this at length last week. In Daniel 

1:8, it says, “Daniel resolved not to defile himself...” So the starting point for you 
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as a student or any area of life is to make a commitment and say, I’m going to 

protect my mind and I’m going to protect my heart while I’m trying to do the best I 

can at this education, at this job or whatever. You set and decide boundaries. 

          The second key thing is this:  

2.​ Never stop learning. 

​ Never stop learning. Why? Because once you stop learning, you stagnate, and 

worse, you start dying. You should have a lifelong thirst for learning.  

​ So let me ask you. What’s the new skill you’re going to learn this next year? 

You ought to know that. You ought to be intentional about that; never stop 

learning. Maybe a new hobby, maybe a new board game like Opprimo, maybe 

playing the piano or guitar or singing or solving crossword puzzles or reading 

about the history of the world. There are thousands of new skills or things to learn. 

But the best thing to learn is to become more like Christ. 2 Timothy 2:15 says, “Do 

your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need 

to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.” You see, we talk 

about one of the purposes of our church is discipleship and discipling men and 

women. Do you know what the word “disciple” means? It’s the Greek word for 

student. A disciple is a student. A student is a disciple. I’m a disciple and a student 

of Jesus Christ. It just means I’m a learner.  

​ Proverbs 19:8 also says, “The one who gets wisdom loves life; the one who 

cherishes understanding will soon prosper.” You are actually doing yourself a 

favor the more you learn. You’ll live longer and you’ll succeed in life.  
​ Now, it’s important to know the difference between wisdom and knowledge. 

They’re both important. They’re both essential to success. But they’re very 

different. And if you’re going to succeed in life you need to get knowledge and you 

need to get wisdom. But they are not same. 
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​ Knowledge is information that you gain from education or experience. You 

know more. The more you know, the more background you’ve got to accomplish 

the task and solve the problems and things like that in your life. Knowledge equals 

information. 

            Wisdom, meanwhile, is seeing and responding from God's viewpoint. It’s 

seeing your relationships from God's viewpoint and responding to them from God's 

viewpoint. Wisdom is seeing your finances from God's viewpoint and responding 

from God's viewpoint. Wisdom is seeing your career from God's viewpoint and 

responding from God's viewpoint. You can get knowledge from a book. You get 

wisdom from God.  

​ Some people have a lot of knowledge, but they’re not wise. And that’s why 

their relationships fall apart. You can have multiple PhD degrees and go through 

multiple divorces and go bankrupt because you’re not wise. You have knowledge 

but you don’t have wisdom. Knowledge comes from your education. Wisdom 

comes from God. God is the source of real wisdom. 

​ So you need to never stop learning. This leads me to the third thing. If you 

want to be wise in life. 

3.​ Steep myself in God's Word. 

​ If I want to excel in my education, I need to steep myself in God’s Word. I 

intentionally chose that word “steep” for a reason. Do you know what it means to 

steep a tea bag? You know when you steep a tea bag, you take a tea bag out, you 

dunk it in hot water and you kind of bounce it up and down and you’re steeping it. 

And you can’t do it fast. You’ve got to do it slowly. And you bounce it up and 

down. To steep, what that means is you’re going to soak that tea bag, you’re going 

to saturate that tea bag and it takes time. It doesn’t happen quickly. It extracts all of 

the flavor of that tea bag. That’s what it means to steep. You extract all the flavor 

of that tea bag. 
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​ So, you can’t do it rapidly. This is the same thing with God's Word. Any 

speed readers here? You can’t speed read God’s Word. You read it slowly. Why? 

Because the Bible says every word of God is pure. If you read it fast, it’s like 

flying a jet over the country. You don’t see any of the details. If you walk across 

the United States slowly you’re going to see a lot more details than if you ride in a 

car or a train or take a plane. The faster you go the fewer details you see. And if 

you’re going too fast in life, you’re missing all the details of life in your life. That’s 

why your relationships are hard and other things are hard. You’ve got to slow it 

down. You’ve got to steep yourself in God's Word.  

​ Time with God is of the essence and you need to read your Bible every day. 

If you’re a student or you’re an adult, you need to read your Bible every day and 

you need to memorize it. There are some verses you need to put in your mind so 

that they’re there and God can bring them to mind when you’re tempted or you 

need to answer something. You need to memorize it.  

            The alternative to success in life is failure. You don’t want to be a failure. 

You want to succeed in whatever area you choose to live your life. And I want you 

to succeed. The next verse we’re going to look at is the clearest promise of success 

in the Bible. And if you’re serious about succeeding in school, in work, in 

relationships, in any other area you need to do this verse. Because it’s the promise 

of success in the Bible. Joshua 1:8 (NLT), God makes this promise to you. “Study 

this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be 

sure to obey everything written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all 

you do.” 

​ The fourth thing to excel in your education,  

4.​ Choose believers as my best friends.  

​ The reason Daniel makes it through this three-year indoctrination program is 

he’s not alone. He’s got his three best friends who are helping him. They’ve got a 
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small group. God wants you to have non-believers as friends too. I’m not saying 

don’t have unbelievers as friends. You should have unbelievers as friends. Why? 

God wants you to love everybody. God wants you to show kindness to everybody. 

God wants you to be able to share the Good News with everybody.  

            But your best friends, the ones you hang out with the most, the ones you 

spend time with the most, should be strong, strong believers. Why? Because you 

want to make sure the people you hang out with the most, are pulling you up. That 

they’re building you up, not tearing you down. So, you want to choose believers as 

your best friends. 

​ Let me ask you a question, all of you – students and adults, how do you want 

to be different in ten years? Ten years from today what kind of person do you want 

to be? Without even knowing you I can predict the kind of person you’re going to 

be in 10 years if you’ll just tell me two things. Number one, tell me the people you 

spend the most time with and tell me what you’re reading. Because that’s going to 

determine your future. Who you hang out with and what you fill your mind with is 

going to determine your future. We worry about food pollution and air pollution 

and water pollution. Do you ever worry about mind pollution? The garbage you 

allow in your mind? Garbage in garbage out. The books you read and the friends 

you choose are going to determine your future and where you go. So you’ve got to 

choose your best friends to be strong believers. As the saying goes, “Show me who 

your friends are, and I’ll tell you who you are.” 1 Corinthians 15:33 (NIV) says 

this: “Do not be misled: Bad company corrupts good character.” That’s why 

Proverbs 14:7 says, “Stay away from fools, or you won't learn a thing.” That’s 

pretty clear. So you want to excel in your education? Stay away from friends from 

whom you will learn only foolish things.  

​ Number five, the fifth thing. Daniel did these things and you need to do 

these things in your life to excel at your education.  
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5.​ Stay connected to a church, a small group and a ministry. 

All three of them are essential: a church, a small group and a ministry. You need 

input, you need output and you need support. You’re going to need support when 

you go for your education at every stage because your faith is going to be tested.  

So the first thing you need is a church family for support. If you’re looking for 

one, consider Fil-Am Churchwhere you can get support. Hebrews 10:25 says this: 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 

deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but 

encouraging one another.” 

Now, not only do you need a church, you need a small group. A small group is 

kind of like a campfire. In a campfire you’ve got all these hot coals and they’re red 

hot. You take one single coal out and put it away, in a matter of minutes it cools. 

The fire goes out and it goes dark. Because it’s out of fellowship, of community. 

On the other hand, if I take that coal that’s lost its fire, lost its heat and I take it and 

I put it back in the fire where it’s with the other coals it gets hot again.  

​ And now, to really strengthen your resolve to stand for your faith and keep 

on learning, you need to get involved in ministry. It can be as simple as setting up 

chairs, folding the bulletin, ushering people and more time-consuming like praise 

and worship, teaching children, doing community outreach, but it doesn't matter, 

everything is the same in the eyes of God. Whatever you’re capable of, then do it. 

And do it with all your might and with all your heart. The Bible says, “Whatever 

you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human 

masters.” (Col. 3:23) 

​ As you do ministry, you learn more about people, you acquire new skills, 

and you develop a deeper faith in God as you witness him do miraculous works in 

your midst. 
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​ The past month, our two home groups have done ministries in our 

neighborhoods. On Oct. 18, the East Home Group provided joy and hope and 

encouragement through entertainment and a devotional message from God’s Word 

to some elderly people at a Senior Living facility. Did I tell you they fed them, too? 

The residents were truly happy and excited.  Look at some of those pictures. 

​ Then, the West Home Group also provided joy and hope and encouragement 

through a giveaway drive to needy people at Lynbrook Elementary School 

yesterday morning. They gave away free clothes, shoes, toys, small appliances, and 

what-not and you could see the happiness in the faces of those people who came to 

get those stuff. Look at these pictures, too.  

​ These outreach ministries undoubtedly had helped those who joined to 

become more aware of the community’s needs. They learned also that God is truly 

at work in people’s lives. In fact, one resident came to visit our church. And one 

guy who came to the clothes drive said he would bring his family to church one of 

these Sundays. I’ve been texting with him. 

Number six the last thing. If you want to excel at your education and still not 

lose your faith.  

6.​ Remember that God will reward me.  

Remember that God will reward me. Jesus has promised repeatedly over and 

over that you will receive great rewards in eternity for every time you are harassed 

for your faith, when you are criticized, you are insulted, you are shunned, you are 

made fun of because you stand up for your faith. Jesus said it like this in the 

Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5:11-12, “Blessed are you when people insult you, 

persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice 

and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  
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I want to just show you an encouraging little scene in the future that’s going to 

happen, God says. Philippians 2:9-11, “Therefore God exalted him to the highest 

place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every 

tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

Imagine this scene at the end of history. Everybody who’s ever lived is going to 

be kneeling before Jesus Christ. And everybody is going to be saying Jesus is Lord. 

Some of them in praise because they’ve said it all their lives. And some of them in 

judgment to themselves because they’ve denied it all their lives. I just want to say 

to those of you who are students that on that day, in that crowd of billions who will 

be on their knees saying Jesus is Lord, all of your teachers and all of your 

professors are going to kneel and say Jesus is Lord. On that day all of your friends 

who made fun of you are going to kneel and on that day say Jesus is Lord. On that 

day every rock star, every athlete, every celebrity, they’re all going to be on their 

knees saying Jesus is Lord; every politician and every world leader will be on their 

knees saying Jesus is Lord. Freud and Stalin and Marx and Darwin and everybody 

else will be on their knees saying Jesus is Lord. And every atheist who refused in 

their pride to admit it now will be on their knees saying Jesus is Lord. So don’t 

worry, God wins in the end. History is his story. And you don’t need the approval 

of other people to feel good about yourself. God the Father made you, Jesus died 

for you, the Spirit lives in you – you don’t need anybody else’s approval. 
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Let’s bow for prayer. 

 

​ Dear God, I want to excel in my life in my education, in my life, in my career 

and I don’t want to lose my faith. So I’m deciding today in advance of the test 

because I know it’s going to come, I’m deciding in advance to stand for God. 

I’m making up my mind like Daniel not to defile myself. Help me to remember 

that reverence for the Lord is an education in itself. Help me to never stop 

learning. Help me to value knowledge and wisdom. Help me to get them both. 

Help me to see and respond to life from your viewpoint. Because I know that it 

comes from you help me to steep myself in your Word, to spend time every day 

reading the Bible, thinking, meditating about the Bible and doing what it says 

that I might be prosperous and successful as you promised. God I want to learn 

the truth in order to discern the lies that at are all around me. Help me to 

choose believers as my best friends and to not hang out with people who pull 

me down. Help me to stay connected. I want to be connected to a church, to a 

small group, to a ministry for input, for output, for support. And when I feel all 

alone help me to remember that even when I’m attacked that you are going to 

reward me for eternity. That I don’t need other people’s approval. That I’m 

deeply loved by you. And Jesus Christ I’m not going to wait until that day 

that’s going to happen eventually. I’m saying it today, Jesus Christ, you are the 

Lord of my life. You’re the boss, the CEO, you’re the manager, you’re in 

control. You call the shots. You’re the chairman of the board.  You’re not just 

resident, you’re president of my life. You are my Lord. And I want to thank 

you for loving me. In your name I pray. Amen. 
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