Our God Who Provides
John 6:1-15

Good morning! I hope you’re all warm and safe. Welcome to Fil-Am
Church. It feels like the old days. You know, the pandemic days., you kno, u .But
praise God it is just snow that has us confined to our homes, not the covid virus
although I know some are feeling the effects of the flu or some kind of virus.

We’re going through this series called “Our Awesome God.” This is our
third week. During the past two weeks, we looked at “Our Holy God” and “Our
Powerful God”. Today, we’ll continue in the third part of this series and we’ll look
at the power of God to provide. I’ve entitled this message simply, “Our God Who
Provides”.

All of us are in need of something. Some of us need love. Some of us need
sympathy, some of us need good health, some of us need money, some of us need
encouragement, some of us need a house, a car, a job. All of us need a building,
Amen? All of us need an answer to prayer.

When it comes to meeting our needs, the passage we’re considering this
morning shows us that the Lord Jesus is ready to meet our needs. Sometimes he
comes in to supply your need in a simple way but sometimes he comes in in a way
that blows you away.

Btw, God as our provider is one of God’s titles in the Bible. In the Hebrew, it
is Jehovah-Jireh and it means, “The Lord will provide” (Genesis 22:14). That’s
how Abraham addressed God who provided the ram to be sacrificed in place of
Isaac.

Now, please follow along as I read this passage. READ JOHN 6:1-15

As we study this passage [ want to share with you six things about Jesus
meeting our needs.

1. WHERE JESUS IS, THERE ARE MIRACLES (v.1-2)
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“Some time after this, Jesus crossed to the far shore of the Sea of Galilee
(that is, the Sea of Tiberias) and a great crowd of people followed Him because
they saw the miraculous signs he had performed on the sick.” (NIV)

Folks, if Jesus did a miracle before, Jesus can do a miracle again today. You
can count on it. Do you believe that? Many people can’t believe that because they
don’t even believe that Jesus is alive. But Jesus is alive. He resurrected on the third
day after his death. That’s why we have Easter Sunday.

You see,

(a) JESUS IS STILL IN THE MIRACLE-WORKING BUSINESS

He hasn’t stopped doing miracles. In John 5, prior to his feeding the five
thousand, he healed an invalid and made him walk. The Jews questioned him for
healing on the Sabbath. What was his reply? “My Father is always at his work to
this very day, and I, too, am working.” (John 5:17)

Jesus says he is always at work. When Jesus says “Always” he means
“Always” not sometimes, not occasionally, not every now and then. He doesn’t
take a break. He doesn’t take a holiday. If you need a miracle, he assures you that
he is there to give you a miracle.

Now,

(b) IF YOU WANT TO SEE MIRACLES, YOU HAVE TO GET WHERE JESUS
IS

In short, you have to follow Jesus. Our text says, “a great crowd of people
followed Him.” You cannot just stay where you are. You have to move. What it
means is that you have to make a decision whether to become a follower of Jesus
or not. It’s not easy to follow, I can assure you. There will be obstacles along the
way. But one thing is sure. It’s worth it. It will be the best decision you’ll ever

make.



Where Jesus is, there are miracles. I also want you to see that
2. JESUS DESIRES TO SPEND TIME WITH HIS PEOPLE (v.3)
“Then Jesus went up on a mountainside and sat down with His disciples.”
Jesus is a people-person. He wants to be with people. He wants to spend
time with people. That’s why we should never feel afraid or embarrassed in coming
to him. The problem is
(a) WE HAVE A TENDENCY TO THINK GOD IS TOO BUSY FOR

OUR PROBLEMS

We think, “How can God ever pay attention to me when billions of people are
simultaneously trying to get through him?” Let me read to you something I
received in my email a long time ago. It says, “We've all learned to live with the
reality of answering machines and voicemail. They seem to be a necessary part of
life these days. Imagine if you were praying to the Lord one day and after
addressing Jesus, you heard, "Thank you for calling my Father's house. Please
select one of the four options. Press I for requests, press 2 to offer thanks, press 3
to complain, for all other inquiries, press 4.

Now, of course, God doesn’t have an answering machine or voicemail. Because
he always answers when you call.

He says in Jeremiah 33:3 (MSG), “Call to me and I will answer you.” When
I’m not busy. Of course he doesn’t say that. He says, “Call and I will answer.” I
like the second part of this verse. “I'll tell you marvelous and wondrous things that
you could never figure out on your own.”

He’s saying if you call him, he’ll answer for sure and give you an answer that’1l
blow you away.

When [ was a missionary in Russia, I was with other young people like me and
we would go to schools presenting the gospel with songs, skits, and testimonies. I

was one of the guitarists and sometimes worship leader and so I had to carry a
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guitar with me. The guitar had a case but it was a hard case. Needless to say, it was
a bit heavy. And sometimes we walked a long distance. It came to the point that my
back started to ache. One day, it was so bad I said to God, “Lord, I need a
massage.” It was just wishful thinking, of course. There were no massage parlors in
the place where we were.

Now, that afternoon of the same day, when we were back in our dormitory, our
Russian interpreter came to see me. His name is Dmitri, and actually, he became
my friend, He brought along his brother. He said, “Rolly, [ want you to meet my
brother. He’s a doctor.” His brother talked to me, told me about himself, and then
he said, “Rolly, do you need a massage?” I was totally flabbergasted! Then he
continued to say that that was his expertise. From that time on, he came to our
dorm to give me a backrub three times a week. And my dormmates started to say
jokingly to me, “Rolly, you’re a bum.”

Folks, needless to say, it was an answer from God.

You see, Jesus is eager to help you with your problem. You have a direct line to
him. He’ll never turn you away. The problem sometimes is that
(b) WE THINK OUR PROBLEMS ARE TOO SMALL FOR GOD

That’s not true. He’s concerned with every detail of your life. He even knows
the number of your hair. But because we think God is not listening, we worry.
What does the Bible say?

Jesus says in Luke 12:6-8 (NLT), “What is the price of five sparrows—itwo
copper coins? Yet God does not forget a single one of them. And the very hairs on
your head are all numbered. So don 't be afraid; you are more valuable to God than
a whole flock of sparrows.”

What does worry do to you? It gives you a headache, a stomach ache, and
maybe, a heartache, meaning, heart attack. But it doesn’t solve your problem.
Someone wisely said, “Worrying is like sitting on a rocking chair. It gives you
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something to do but it doesn’t take you anywhere.” So, stop worrying. Everything
1s under control because

3. JESUS NOT ONLY KNOWS THE PROBLEM, HE KNOWS THE
SOLUTION (v.4-6)

“The Jewish Passover Feast was near. When Jesus looked up and saw a
great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for
these people to eat?’ he asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind
what he was going to do.” (NIV)

Let me tell you one simple truth:

(a) OUR PROBLEMS DON’T TAKE GOD BY SURPRISE

Jesus is never taken by surprise. We always get surprised when troubles
come. But not Jesus. Because he is God. He knows the beginning and the end.
Jesus says in Revelation 22:12-13, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and
the Last, the Beginning and the End.” Because he is eternal, Jesus knows the past,
the present, and the future. He is not bound by time like us.

I read the story of a pastor back in the 19" century who said to his church
that he was called by God to travel to another land for ministry. So, he and his
family prepared for the trip. They packed their belongings and sold some of them
to pay for their boat tickets.

On the day that they were about to leave they received news that the boat
they were going to board caught fire and sank. His heart sank as well because all
their belongings were already in the boat and they were left with virtually nothing.
He thought he heard from God. Wasn’t God calling him?

They didn’t know where to go as the church had a new pastor already.
However, this was a situation which God knew was going to happen. It turned out
that God wanted him to start another ministry where he was and this ministry

flourished.



Are you in the same situation wherein you don’t know what to do and where
to go? Has your heart sank so deep that even the joyful songs of worship couldn’t
lift you up? Friend, remember
(b) GOD IS IN TOTAL CONTROL OF THE SITUATION

He says in Psalm 46:10, “Be still and know that I am God.” God is saying,
“When things around you seem chaotic and disorderly, relax, have no fear because
I am here.” The thing is we usually take matters in our own hands when we’re
caught in a bind. We act like we’re God knowing exactly what to do. But our
minds are limited. Our bodies are limited.

There is only one God and he is the God of the Bible. He is in total control.
4. WE HAVE TO OFFER WHAT WE HAVE (v.7-9)

“Philip answered him, ‘Eight months’ wages would not buy enough bread
for each one to have a bite!” Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's
brother, spoke up, ‘Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish,
but how far will they go among so many?”

The Bible doesn’t tell us who the boy was or what his name was. I guess the
name is not important. What’s important is his deed. The boy unselfishly gave his
all to Jesus. He could have said together with the disciples, “What’s the point of
giving you the bread and fish? It wouldn’t feed these thousands of people.” But he
did give what he had, and he became a part of a great miracle.

If we want to see Jesus perform a miracle in our lives, we have to give him
what we have.

And then watch as Jesus transforms the little we have to something great.
You see,

(a) JESUS TURNS THE LITTLE INTO A LOT
Let me tell you a true story. In 1984, Mike and his family belonged to an

East Coast church. One Sunday evening, the sermon was on sacrificial offerings,
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and a special offering was taken at the end of the sermon. The only money in
Mike’s wallet was a $50 bill, which was supposed to buy a week’s worth of
groceries for his wife, their five children, and himself. However, in a move of faith,
Mike put the $50 bill in the offering. Then, after the conclusion of the service, the
family went out to the parking lot to go home. Within minutes, they joyfully
returned to the sanctuary, and asked the pastor to come outside and see their
miracle. Somewhat skeptical, the pastor accompanied them outside to their
20-year-old station wagon. Peering through the windows, he saw that the interior
of the vehicle was completely filled with bags of groceries. Happy for the family,
he remarked that someone had given them a huge blessing. “You don’t understand,
pastor,” Mike said. “Before the service, I made sure that all the windows were
rolled up and the doors were locked. I have the only key, so it must have been the
Lord!” To which the pastor added, “Giving truly is the only key to God’s
provision!” Mike had no family living in the area, and no one from the
congregation ever claimed responsibility. Mike gave whatever little he had and
watched it turned into a lot by the Lord.

5. JESUS GIVES US REST IN TIMES OF NEED (v.10)

“Jesus said, ‘Have the people sit down.’ There was plenty of grass in that
place and the men sat down, about five thousand of them.” (NIV)

When we are in need, it’s hard to be at rest, right? Our minds are occupied,
we feel panicky and sometimes, we cannot even go to sleep. But Jesus knows your
need. And Jesus knows when you’re tired and weary because of that need.

He knows what you’re feeling. He knows what you’re going through. Just
like he knew that the people were tired and hungry and so he told them to sit down.
In the same way, he offers you rest today. You see, he’s the Great Shepherd who
cares about you so much. King David says about his Shepherd, “He makes me lie

down in green pastures.” (Psalm 23:3)



(a) ALL WE NEED TO DO IS TO TRUST IN HIM

Jesus cannot give you rest unless you turn over all your burdens to him.
There was this guy who was carrying a bag of items. It was quite heavy and he
didn’t have a car. He walked on the road and after a while he decided to hitch a
ride. So, he waved his hand hoping that a kind soul would stop to give him a lift. It
didn’t take long before someone slowed down and stopped before him. “Where are
you going?” the drive asked. “Just a couple of miles down the road,” he replied.
“Hop in then,” the driver said. “And you can put your bag in the back seat.” The
man replied, “That’s okay. I’ll just carry it with me.” And all through the ride, this
man had his heavy bag sitting on his lap.

We’re like that man sometimes. We come to Jesus to take up his offer but we
still carry our burdens. We never turn them over to him. Jesus says, “Come to me,
all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

Now, as we cast our burdens to him, we’ll find that
(b) HIS GRACE IS MORE THAN ENOUGH

I don’t know what kind of problem you have right now. Is it sickness? Is it a
lack of money? Is it a failed relationship? Is it a wayward child? God knows
exactly what it is and he knows exactly the solution to your problem. But we fret
and worry because we feel the pressure. What should you do then? Pray. It’s the
first step. Problem is, sometimes we make it the last step.

The Bible says in Hebrews 4:16 (NLT), “So let us come boldly to the throne
of our gracious God. There we will receive his mercy, and we will find grace to

help us when we need it most.”



It is God’s grace we need the most when in a crisis. We need his grace to
keep us balanced. We need his grace to offer us comfort. We need his grace to keep
our thinking straight.

I remember the time many years ago when I went home feeling depressed
because of what someone said about me. I worried about it so much that I literally
developed a headache. I went outside my apartment to get some air but the worries
and headache persisted. Much as I tried I just couldn’t get it off my mind. So, I
went back inside and tried to sleep. I had a hard time sleeping but I finally did. At
around 2 in the morning, I woke up with these worries still bothering me. I cried to
the Lord and begged him to take them away. Suddenly, these words were
impressed on my mind, “Be a warrior, not a worrier.” Then, the verses from
Ephesians 6 also came to my mind, “Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty
power...” and so on and so forth until the end of the chapter. As those words came
to me, my worries slowly went away and they were replaced by thoughts of peace
and calm. My burden was lifted away that night. God’s grace is strong.

6. JESUS FILLS US TO OVERFLOWING (v.11-13)

“Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks and distributed to those who were
seated AS MUCH AS THEY WANTED. He did the same with the fish. When they
all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, ‘Gather the pieces that are left over.
Let nothing be wasted.” So they gathered them and filled twelve baskets with the
pieces of the five barley loaves left over by those who had eaten.”

Our God is not a stingy God. He meets our needs and then fills us some
more. You see,

(a) WHEN JESUS MEETS YOUR NEEDS HE RUNS THE CUP OVER
In Psalm 23:5, King David says, “You prepare a table before me in the

presence of my enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.”



God wants to bless you and bless you abundantly. Now, what I’m saying
here is not the same as that which is being preached by the Prosperity Gospel
Preachers. They say that a Christian should be wealthy and healthy at all times. If
you’re not, then something’s wrong with your faith. Maybe you don’t really have
faith in God.

What I’'m saying is when God blesses you he sees to it that all your needs
are met. That’s his promise in Phil. 4:19 (MSG) through Paul, “You can be sure
that God will take care of everything you need, his generosity exceeding even yours
in the glory that pours from Jesus.”

Notice that he will meet your needs, not your wants. Sometimes what we’re
asking is just what we want. And so, God will not give it to us. Now, God can also
give you much more than what you need. You’ll be surprised that sometimes he
gives you a lot of extras. Because he is a generous God.

One of the clearest real-world examples of “abundantly more than all we ask
or imagine” comes from the life of George Miiller, a 19th-century Christian
known for caring for thousands of orphans in England.

George Miiller ran an orphanage in Bristol, England. He never asked anyone
for money. Instead, he prayed for every need—food, clothing, coal, rent—and
trusted that God would provide.

One morning, the house mother came to him with a problem:

“The children are ready for breakfast, but there is no food.”

No bread. No milk. Nothing.

Miiller didn’t panic. He walked into the dining room, where hundreds of
children sat waiting at long wooden tables. He stood before them and said:

“Children, we must be in time for school.”

Then he prayed, thanking God for the food He was going to provide—even

though there was none in the building.
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As soon as he finished praying, there was a knock at the door.

It was the local baker.

He said, “Mr. Miiller, I couldn’t sleep last night. I felt God wanted me to
bake bread for your children. So I got up at two in the morning and made three
batches. Could you use it?”

Moments later, another knock.

The milkman’s cart had broken down right in front of the orphanage. The
milk would spoil before he could fix the wheel.

He asked, “Could the children use some free milk?”

That morning, the orphans ate until they were full—more than enough,
provided at the exact moment it was needed.

Miiller didn’t ask for abundance. He asked for enough for breakfast.

What arrived was:

e fresh bread baked hours earlier

e gallons of milk delivered by “accident”

e areminder that God’s timing is often precise

e and a story that would inspire millions for generations

Folks, I want you to keep your eyes on Jesus. You may find it hard to eke out
a living in this tough economy but remember that God is always faithful. He will
always provide.

Our God is an Awesome God, Amen?
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