WHAT TO DO WHEN THE SPIRIT MOVES
Acts 8:26-40

Good afternoon! I’m so glad to see you all again this afternoon. We’re going
through this series we’re calling “On the Move”. In this series, we’re talking about
how God is always working in our personal lives and in our church. He is at work,
bringing us from one point to another. From a life of meaninglessness to a life of
meaning. From a life of hopelessness to a life of hope. Not only he gives us hope
and meaning in our lives, he also guides us so that we can do his will and purpose,
in the way we relate to others, in the way we worship him, in the way we serve
others, in the way we mature spiritually, and in the way we share his good news
with others.

This morning, what I’d like to share with you in this second part of our
series is something that has to do with sharing the good news of Jesus with others.
I’ve entitled this message “What to Do When the Spirit Moves”. Let us read from
Acts 8:26-40. It’s a long passage again like last week. Please follow along from
your Bibles as | read this passage.

(Read Bible)

The Book of Acts is called that way because it talks about the acts of the
apostles. But do you know that we can also refer to it as the acts of the Holy Spirit?
The reason is that all through this book, Luke makes special mention of the work
of the Holy Spirit in the life of the early church. In fact, chapter 1, verse 2 he
already mentions the Holy Spirit. “until the day he was taken up to heaven,
(referring to Jesus) after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles
he had chosen.” (Acts 1:2) Then, he mentions him again in verse 5, verse 7, and

verse 16.



And, of course, in chapter 2, he talks about the coming of the Holy Spirit as
tongues of fire upon the apostles. Altogether, the Holy Spirit is mentioned 57 times
in Acts.

But who is the Holy Spirit? If you’re a Christian, you know that he 1s the
third person of the Trinity. He is as much God as the Father and the Son. They’re
three in one just like Kopiko which I’'m enjoying right now and which we enjoyed
yesterday at the men’s breakfast fellowship. Tita Nelly will get angry with me
because I'm drinking coffee in the sanctuary. Promise I won’t do it again. When
you mix Kopiko, the coffee, the sugar, and the creamer become one although they
are three different ingredients. When mixed, they become one substance. In the
same vein, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are one substance and yet, each
one has a role to play or a function to perform. The Father creates the plan, the
Son, who is Jesus, executes the plan, and the Holy Spirit administers the plan.

Since the beginning of time, God had already created the plan of salvation
for mankind. Then, in time, he sent his Son Jesus to execute the plan which
happened when he himself was executed on the cross, and then, afterwards, the
Holy Spirit was given the role of administering the plan as we see in the book of
Acts. And he continues to do so up to the present time and will continue to do so in
the future until Jesus comes back again.

The Holy Spirit is a person. No mistaking about it. He is not a force. He is
always awake unlike in Star Wars when the force awakens. He is always active and
busy just like the Father and the Son. He is constantly on the move. And this
morning, I’d like to share with you how to be sensitive when the Holy Spirit
moves. Also, what to do when he moves.

So, the Holy Spirit is living and active. When he moves, what do | do?

1. | need to obey and go.



Let’s look at again at verse 26, “Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip,
‘Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.’
So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian eunuch.’”

Now, angels don’t appear anymore to tell you what to do, although that’s
possible since we cannot put God in a box. Nowadays, there’s the gentle tug of the
Holy Spirit who tells you to go here or there or speak to this person or that person.
Angel or not, we know that it’s the Holy Spirit’s job to administer God’s plan. So,
when we feel that gentle nudge, what do we do? We put it off? We just make a
mental note of it?

You see, each one of us as followers of Jesus has a role to play when it
comes to making known God’s plan of salvation. | think that’s clear to each one of
us. Jesus gave us the great commission: “Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you. And surely |
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matt. 28:19-20) He didn’t say,
“Please go”, “Would you go” “How about you go”. He says, “Go”. The angel says
to Philip, “Go”. That’s a command. Not a suggestion. Not a question.

But just like any other commands of Jesus, it’s actually hard to put into
practice. That is, if you’re doing it in your own power. Jesus says that we cannot
do anything on our own. “Apart from me you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) That’s
why Paul says, and let’s say together, “I can do all things through him (Jesus) who
gives me strength”. (Phil 4:13) Jesus can give us strength because he gave us the
Holy Spirit when we became Christians. The Holy Spirit is now in you if you’re a
follower of Jesus. We have to be aware of that. And it is the Holy Spirit who will
empower you to do what you can’t do on your own.

Before Jesus ascended to heaven, he told his disciples in Acts 1:7, “...you

will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
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witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”

So, the power to witness comes from the Holy Spirit. Philip was aware of
this. So, did he wait before going? It says, “So he started out.” Notice that he didn’t
even know what was going to happen. He just obeyed and then the Lord revealed
to him what his plan was. He didn’t hesitate. He just moved as the Holy Spirit
moved him. The Bible doesn’t say whether he was nervous. Maybe he was, maybe
he was not. But nervousness is a natural reaction to an unfamiliar or perceived
scary situation. You’ll experience this especially if you don’t do it often. So,
what’s the key to becoming bold and overcoming nervousness? First, be aware that
the Holy Spirit is in you who will empower you. Second, do it as often as you can.
| mean, if you ask the members of our praise and worship team if they felt nervous
the first time they sang in front, they’ll say, “I was”. If you ask them now, the
answer is, “I am”. But, I believe the degree of nervousness is much less than
before. Right, May? Next week, she’ll do a special number.

By the way, when God leads you, he doesn’t tell you exactly what you’re
going to do. He leads you step by step, moment by moment. He doesn’t give you
the whole picture. Otherwise, you might run away. Although some actually run
away after being given instructions like Jonah when it was clear God wanted him
to preach to the Ninevites.

Now, | want you to notice that prior to Philip’s encounter with the Ethiopian
eunuch, the apostles were primarily witnessing only to the Jews and Samaritans.
So, this is the first time that the gospel was brought to the “ends of the earth”, so to
speak, in fulfillment of Jesus’ command before he went to heaven. This Ethiopian
came all the way from East Africa. A good 2000-something miles from Jerusalem.
He is a proselyte Jew. He went to Jerusalem to worship. Then, he came back to his

country a changed man.



Surely, when he went back to his homeland, he spread the news about Jesus. In
fact, tradition says that the eunuch founded a church there. By the way, we have
some Ethiopian brothers and sisters meeting in this building, in the main sanctuary,
starting at 1 pm. And Christianity is the predominant religion in that country. |
guess we can trace the beginning of Christianity in that country through this
eunuch.

Now, in verse 29, it says, “The Spirit told Philip, ‘Go to that chariot and stay
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near it.”” Again, there’s the word “Go”! And this time Philip was so eager to obey
he ran. I hope that we’ll have the same kind of attitude that when an opportunity
arises to witness, we run towards and not run away. But what | want us to notice is
how Philip could be so receptive to the Spirit’s leading. How he could be so
sensitive to the voice of God.

| have mentioned before that God is always speaking to us. He speaks to us
through his Word, the Bible. He speaks to us when we pray to him. He impresses
upon us his thoughts and his will. He speaks to us in his still, small voice. There
are so many ways that God speaks to us. But it seems, sometimes we don’t hear
him. Why? What are the reasons we don’t hear God?

One reason is that we’re not listening enough. We’d rather open our social
apps rather than the Word of God. I’m not saying there’s anything wrong with
those apps but if they’re our constant companions instead of the Bible, we better
check our priorities. The same thing with the internet, the TV, etc. Whatever we
spend most time on is our priority.

Another reason is that we’re not praying enough. Prayer is communication
with God. If we don’t pray, or our prayer life is lacking, God is not able to speak to
us as well.

There are times when in the middle of prayer, God impresses upon me his

answer. Or after praying, the answer just pops up maybe a few moments later.
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| remember the time | was in Russia doing short-term missionary work. |
was with a group of missionary trainees and the day came for us to leave Russia
and come back to the U.S. The day before we left, | had boasted to my co-trainees
that my Russian friend Sasha, an air force lieutenant, would be able to let us all, all
25 of us, into the air force base to distribute Bibles. They were incredulous and
looked at me admiringly while | beamed proudly. Suddenly, | felt special. Then,
Sasha came into the hostel but he looked sad. He announced in halting English that
his superior denied our request. Everyone looked disappointed while my pride took
a beating.

After he left, I immediately went to my room and asked for God’s
forgiveness. God humbled me. | wept before God and prayed that he would reverse
the situation. | pleaded with God for a long time in prayer. When evening came,
Sasha called me. He said that his superior changed his mind. The next morning,
four of us were able to go inside the air force base to distribute Bibles. Let’s pray
without ceasing as the Bible says.

The third reason is we’re not clean enough. What I’m saying is that, perhaps,
we’ve committed a sin or we continue to commit a sin that breaks our fellowship
with God. Isaiah 59:2 (NLT) says, “It’s your sins that have cut you off from God.
Because of your sins, he has turned away and will not listen anymore.” S0, if it
seems that God is silent, maybe we need to examine ourselves or better yet ask
God to reveal in us things that grieve his Spirit. The psalmist says, “Search me, O
God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. Point out
anything in me that offends you.” (Psalm 139:23 NLT)

Let us keep our lives in order and pleasing to God so the Holy Spirit can
move in our lives. And when he does, it’ll be easy to go and obey. Then, the
second thing we need to do when he moves is

2. | need to be ready to share Jesus.



We hear the phrase, “Your life may be the only Bible some people will
read”. Or the saying that’s attributed to St. Francis of Assisi, “Share the gospel. If
necessary, use words.” Those are nice and profound and contain some truth in
them. But the fact remains that nobody gets saved just by watching you live your
life, no matter how good you are or kind you are or loving you are. We must open
our mouths or help others to see what the literal Bible is saying about how to be
saved. That is what Philip exactly did upon the prompting of the Holy Sprit.

So, we read in our passage that Philip ran up to the chariot and then the
eunuch asked him to explain the passage he was reading from Isaiah 53:7-8. Now,
let me read it again.

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter.
And as a lamb is silent before the shearers,
he did not open his mouth.

He was humiliated and received no justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?

For his life was taken from the earth.”

In verse 35, it says, “Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture
and told him the good news about Jesus.” He was ready. He was prepared. Philip
was the man at that very moment. Was it because he was intelligent? Was it
because he graduated from Bible school? Was it because he religiously attended
IMPACT Class? No. He just knows his Bible.

What is the good news or the gospel about Jesus, by the way? Please read
with me from 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, “Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures.” That’s the gospel in summary. There are three parts. Death, burial,
and resurrection. Again, just like kopiko. All three spell equals the Gospel. All
three equals SALVATION.



Being saved from sin and death has nothing to do with how good we are, nothing
to do with our religion, nothing to do with what we know or who we know. It has
everything to with what Jesus did for us. And the reason Jesus died for us is that
we are all sinners condemned to die as Romans 6:23 says, “For the wages of sin is
death”. Many people don’t know they’re going to hell when they die without
Jesus. They know that they’re living a sinful life but they don’t know how to get
out of it. They have no sense of direction. But God has given us Jesus so that we
can be saved from our sins. God is ready, willing, and able to forgive anyone who
asks forgiveness and receives Jesus in their heart. You see, salvation is not based
on our good works but on the grace of God. Eph. 2:8-9 says, “For it is by grace
you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God— not by works, so that no one can boast.” If you want to receive the gift of
salvation today, I’1l give you an opportunity to do that after this message.

Going back to the matter of being ready, in 1 Peter 3:15 we read, “But in
your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.” Peter is
saying, “If you want to be a good witness for Christ, first be his disciple. Be
devoted to him. Make him your Lord and Master. And then, be ready to share
Jesus with anyone who asks you about him.”

And that’s the importance of getting into the Word. When you get into the
Word, the Word will get into you. And you’ll be ready. In Class 201, which I’'m
going to teach later, we talk about the Hand Illustration. Anybody remembers? Our
five fingers stand for Hear the Bible, Read the Bible, Study the Bible, Memorize
and Meditate. That’s a sure-fire way of getting God’s Word into your heart. And
then, this Hand Illustration can be used also to share the gospel. Who has taken the
Share Your Faith Workshop by Evangelism Explosion last year. (No one is raising

their hand. They’re afraid I’'m going to call them).
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The five fingers represent the following:

Thumb — Heaven is a free gift.

Index Finger — Man is a sinner and cannot save himself
Middle Finger — God loves you, but hates your sin

Ring Finger — Jesus is the infinite God-Man

2 B B [ B

Little Finger — This gift is received by faith
So easy, so simple. Of course, there are a few things that go in-between
those fingers as you share the gospel with someone. The point is you don’t have to
be afraid to share if you get the proper training. We cannot share if we’re
unprepared. In this church, we want to prepare you, to equip you. Watch out for
announcements regarding our next evangelism training.

Let me call Christine. | asked her to share with us her experience in sharing
Jesus with others.

So, when the Holy Spirit moves, | need to obey and go, | need to be ready to
share Jesus, and thirdly,
3. | need to understand that it’s all the work of the Holy Spirit.
VIDEO on Baptism

That is what the eunuch went through after he received Jesus as we see in

verses 36-38.
“As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said,
‘Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?’ And he
gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into
the water and Philip baptized him.’”

The fact that the eunuch was baptized tells us that he accepted Jesus when
Philip shared with him the gospel. After receiving Jesus, he immediately asked for

baptism. So, he was saved first, then he was baptized not the other way around.



In the matter of salvation, God uses us as conduits of his grace but we can
never claim that it is through our efforts that someone was saved. From beginning
to end, it is the work of the Holy Spirit. The Bible says that he is the one who
convicts, cleanses, and sanctifies. And all of this is to bring glory to the name of
Jesus. You see, understanding that it is the work of the Holy Spirit from start to
finish takes away the burden of feeling disappointed when someone rejects my
presentation of the gospel. Because the truth is, they don’t reject me but Jesus. It
helps me to put everything in the proper perspective. Therefore, | just do what is
expected of me, which is to just tell others what Jesus has done for me. I don’t
need to sweat it. | just need to leave everything to God. It is his business anyway to
save souls.

Bill Bright, the founder of Campus Crusade for Christ said, “Successful
witnessing is taking the initiative to share Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit
and leaving the results to God.”

Billy Graham also said, “I used to think that in evangelism I had to do it all,
but now | approach evangelism with a totally different attitude. | approach it with
complete relaxation. First of all, I don’t believe that any man can come to Christ
unless the Holy Spirit has prepared his heart. Secondly, I don’t believe any man
can come to Christ unless God drives him. My job is to proclaim the message. It’s
the Holy Spirit’s job to do the work, period.” Doesn’t that make you relax a bit?

| need to obey and go, | need to be ready to share the gospel, | need to
understand that it’s the work of the Holy Spirit and thirdly,

4. | need to keep on moving.

Verses 39-40 says, “When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the
Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on
his way rejoicing. Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about,

preaching the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.”
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The Spirit is really active and busy! After saving the eunuch, he led Philip to
someplace else to continue the work of saving people’s souls. Folks, that is God’s
intention since he created Adam and Eve. The Bible says, “He does not want
anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to repent.” (2 Peter 3:9 NLT) That is
God’s great movement in history. And he wants us to be a part of it. That is why
Jesus gave us his marching orders in Matthew 28. “Go, therefore, and make
disciples of all nations.”

In our church, I want us to be consciously aware of this. God established the
church not as a club but as a place of salvation, where people who don’t know
where to go will find direction in life and meaning and hope. Let each one of us
reach one. Then, we’ll fulfill God’s desire to save people as much as possible. If
each one of us reach one, then we’ll see this place grow and double in a year’s
time. Amen?

Witnessing to other people is the way to grow our church. Whether we invite
people to church or we go to where they are, it doesn’t matter. The important thing
IS to obey and go, be ready to share his word, understand that it’s all the work of

the Holy Spirit, and to keep on moving as the Spirit leads.
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