GETTING READY FOR A MIRACLE

Good morning! We’re officially starting our Daring Faith — The Key to
Miracles Campaign. In the next 10 weeks, I’'m going to share with you messages
that will change the trajectory of your life. That’s a bold claim, right?

Let’s look at where we’re going for the next several weeks. First what is the
Daring Faith campaign?

It’s a two-and-a-half month focus on growing, sowing and going in faith. Let’s
say those three words: growing, sowing and going. Today, I’d like to start part 1 of
this series with a message entitled “Getting Ready for a Miracle.”

Let me show you three verses from the Bible. First God wants you to grow in
faith. The Bible says in Colossians 2:7 (NLT), “Let your roots grow down into
him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in the truth
you were taught.”

God wants you to grow in your faith. Not be a spiritual baby. Then God says I
want you to sow in faith. I want you to learn to become generous. You cannot
become like God without becoming generous. The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 9:7,
“Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever
sows generously will also reap generously.”

This is the law of “you reap what you sow”. It’s true in every area of life. If
you sow criticism you’re going to reap criticism. If you sow love you’ll reap love.
If you sow kindness you will reap kindness. And the Bible says if you sow
generously you will reap generously.

So grow in faith, sow in faith and then God wants you to go in faith.

I could have used many examples but here’s the example of Abraham.
Hebrews 11:8 says, “By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later
receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he

was going.”



Would you do that? Abraham was up in years. He was ready for retirement.
But God says, “Get ready for the greatest journey of your life.” You see, when you
live by faith it involves going, often to places you hadn’t any idea you were
planning to go to.

So, we’re going to look at faith in areas of your growing and in areas of your
giving and in the areas of your lifestyle.

Why are we doing this?

Because everything that God does in your life he does because of his mercy
and grace and your faith. He does it by grace through faith. 1 could give you a
hundred different verses. Let me just give you a few.

Hebrews 11:6 says this: “Without faith it is impossible to please God . . .”
That’s enough to study for ten weeks. Right there.

Romans 14:23 says this: “Anything that is not done in faith is sin.” That’s
another reason to study faith for ten weeks.

Matthew 9:29, Jesus said, “According to your faith will it be done to you.”

I love that verse because Jesus says you get to choose how much God blesses
your life. A lot of faith — a lot of blessing. A little faith — a little blessing. No
faith — no blessing. According to your faith it will be done to you. So, God says I
want you to develop faith.

Now, let me give you the four purposes of our Daring Faith campaign. 1 want
you to write these down. We’re going to advance, enhance, finance and honor.

The first purpose is:

1. TO ADVANCE OUR SPIRITUAL MATURITY.

You’re going to grow more in the next ten weeks probably spiritually than in

the rest of the year. We’re going to advance our spiritual maturity by stretching our

faith.



You see, a muscle only gets stronger by stretching it. A muscle only gets
stronger by developing it. A muscle only gets stronger by putting pressure on it,
putting some weight on it.

I’m going to put some weight on your spiritual muscle. I’m going to challenge
you in ways you’ve never been challenged because I want you to grow up.

(3

Spiritually. James 1:3b-4 says this: “...the testing of your faith produces
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and
complete, not lacking anything.”

That’s what [ want to be true of your life. I want you to be spiritually mature
and complete. [ want you to be strong in character. The rogue winds of life come
upon us. We face tough times and I want you to be ready for anything. The Bible
says the way you get that way is by developing faith muscle — letting it grow.

So we’re going to advance our spiritual maturity. We want to prove that a
church is not a building. A church is people. So yeah, we’re going to build a
building in our next phase of growth in the future of our church. But that’s not
really what this is about. It’s about building you. Building your spiritual maturity.

So we’re going to advance our spiritual maturity. Another purpose of this
campaign is

2. TO ENHANCE OUR RELATIONAL UNITY.

What do [ mean by that? I mean we’re going to get closer together as a
spiritual family. We’re going to become deeper in fellowship. We’re going to
become more intimate in our relationships. We’re going to grow closer together.

How do we do that? By cooperating together.

When people work from a common goal, when people work on a common
ministry, when people give to a common cause, when people pray for a common
reason it brings us closer together. I want our church family to be close. I want

you to have many close friends, many close relationships.



The Bible tells us in the book of Acts that, “Now the full number of those who
believed were of one heart and soul, [Why? It tells us why...] ...they had
everything in common... There was not a needy person among them, for as many
as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was
sold and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had
need.” (Acts 2:32-35)

Jesus said where your treasure is there your heart is. And wherever you put
your time, your money, your interest, that’s going to be where you feel close. I
don’t feel close to Microsoft but if I bought some stock, I’d feel close to Microsoft.
I’d be very interested in its future. Where your treasure is there your heart is.

So, we’re going to enhance our relational unity by cooperating together. Third,

3. TO FINANCE OUR BUILDING PROJECT through an offering and
our 36 month giving pledge.

The third thing we’re going to do is finance our building project. Are you
excited? Yes, you should be! Like you, I want us to have a building we can call our
own. I believe we’re almost there. Many of you are faithful in giving to our
building project through the years. And we’ve done some successful fundraising.
And you’ll be glad by how much we have now at the bank if you ask Kuya Rey.
But it’s not enough. We have to raise some more money if we want to buy a really
nice property. And there’s the challenge.

But I believe we can do it with the help of God. Amen? If we truly believe
we’ll have a building someday, we have to exercise faith. This Daring Faith
campaign will challenge us to get involved financially in this worthy undertaking.
As our church approaches 30 years, we have to be thinking of settling down.
Maybe in the next two or three years. We don’t have to be wandering in the
wilderness for 40 years. Why did the Israelites spend 40 years in the desert before
entering the Promised Land? They lacked faith. They were afraid of the giants, the



obstacles, the challenges. I want to enter the Promised Land and Building with
Joshua and Caleb and with everyone else. Amen?

It’s time for us to step up. It’s time for us to man up, to woman up. So we’re
going to finance our Building Project.

Paul expresses this same reason for helping people grow in their faith and for
helping people become spiritually mature. Because he says as you become
spiritually mature then you can be a part of the Great Commandment and the Great
Commission. And he says this in 2 Corinthians: 10:15b, “Our hope is that, [and
by the way this is my prayer as your pastor| as your faith continues to grow, our
sphere of activity among you will greatly expand.”

Fil-Am has had a great past. We’re celebrating 30 years, but it’s nothing
compared to where we’re going. So, buckle up because I’'m taking you on the ride
of a lifetime.

I make no apology in saying to you that what you are doing in this church in
the next few years may be the most significant thing you do with your life. It’s
certainly going to outlast your career. It’s going to outlast your hobbies. It’s going
to outlast everything else you do because it’s going to last for eternity.

When I read 2 Corinthians 8:7 I think of our congregation. It could be written
of us. Paul says this: “But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see
that you also excel in this grace of giving.”

That’s one of our goals. It’s one of the four goals of this campaign.

Then number four, the fourth purpose of the campaign, as [ mentioned earlier
is...

4. TO HONOR THE EVERYDAY heroes of faith that are SERVING
IN OUR CHURCH FAMILY.
We’re going to do this every weekend during our campaign. We’re going to

honor those of you who have been serving faithfully for months and years and
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many of you for even decades. We want you to know how much we appreciate
you. We want to honor the heroes.

Paul gives an example of this in the Bible. He’s writing to the Christian
believers in the city of Philippi in Greece. In Philippians 2:25, 29-30, he writes
this: “But [ think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother,
co-worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take
care of my needs. So then, welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor
people like him, because he almost died for the work of Christ. He risked his life to
make up for the help you yourselves could not give me.”

The Bible many times commands us to honor the people who are true heroes,
who sacrifice for the benefit of others. We’re going to do that every week.

So, those are the four purposes: to advance our spiritual maturity, to enhance
our relational unity, to finance our building project, and to honor our everyday
heroes of faith.

How are we going to accomplish this? How are we going to build up your
faith and make you stronger spiritually in these ten weeks?

The answer 1s by challenging people to stretch their faith, to take wise risks, to
learn to trust God and to practice sacrificial generosity like Christ. Let me share
with you the ways.

First, we’ll grow through the ten weekend messages in our series, “Daring
Faith: The Key to Miracles,” so be sure not to miss a weekend. We’ll also grow
through small group studies that all our CARE Groups—Paul, Barnabas, Lydia,
and Esther—will use. If you’re not in a CARE Group, let me know, and we’ll help
you get connected. Our CARE Group meetings begin this week. Each group will
watch a 25-minute video teaching by Rick Warren, then discuss and share insights
using the workbook Daring Faith: The Key to Miracles. I’'m asking each CARE
Group member or individual to get a copy. So, couples cannot share because the

workbook includes daily devotional readings on faith, with questions and space to
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write personal reflections. The workbook costs $8, but the church is subsidizing
$3, so your cost is only $5. Then, aside from the messages and CARE Group
studies, we’ll also have a faith offering before the series ends, along with
recognitions, fellowships, and projects.

Now, whenever you talk about giving an offering people have all kinds of wild
ideas. Fil-Am Church is a very unique church. There are some things we just
won’t do in this church that other churches and other organizations will do. We
don’t do them. We don’t believe in it.

So let me explain to you right now what we will do and what we will not do in
this campaign.

Why don’t you write these down? What we won’t do.
1. We WON’T pressure anyone to give.

We won’t pressure. We will not pressure anyone to give. We’re actually
opposed to pressure. Why? Because the Bible says never give under pressure.
And, in fact, if somebody ever comes to your door and asks you for a donation and
you feel a little guilty about it, feel pressured by it, just say Pastor Rolly told me
not to give. Because I am telling you not to give. In fact, [ am telling you this: If
you ever feel pressured by me don’t give. Why? You’re not going to get any credit
for it anyway. Never, never, never, never, never give under pressure. Never give
out of guilt. Never give out of fear.

You give out of joy. And if you don’t give out of joy, don’t give.

Let me just make it real clear. In about two months we’re going to have a big
offering and a commitment where people sign pledges. Some people go, I really
don’t want to do that. Here’s what I say to you... don’t. I’m letting you off the
hook. Because if you feel pressure it doesn’t work. Ok?

The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each of you should give what you have
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a

cheerful giver.”



Note the word “cheerful.” In the Greek, it means “joyful” or “prompt” or
“willing”. So we’re not going to pressure anybody.

Second thing we will not do — we don’t believe in it.

2. We WON’T sell anything!

Let me tell you the difference between fundraising and generous giving. In
fundraising I give you a reward for money you give to my project. In giving, I
give myself out of my own generosity. Fundraising doesn’t build your character.
Giving does.

I want you to learn that you cannot outgive God. You cannot outgive him. The
more generous you are the more God blesses your life.

So we’re not going to sell anything. David says in 1 Chronicles 21:24 talking
about the offering for the temple in Jerusalem. “I will not sacrifice an offering that
costs me nothing.”

So we don’t do quid pro quo here.

What we will do without apology is the next three things.

1. We will show how everyone can give something.

Everybody can give something. Even if it’s just a penny. Jesus tells the story
about the widow who gave two mites. He said that woman who gave two pennies
gave more than the millionaire before her because she gave all that she had. Even
if you’re out of work you can give something. You can make a pledge of faith that
during the next three years. “I’d like to give this amount.” Even if you didn’t have
any money right now. That’s called faith.

So we will show everybody how they can give something.

2. We will ask people to sacrifice.

Second, we will ask people to sacrifice. I make no apology in saying to you I

want you to learn to sacrifice for the greatest cause in the world — the kingdom of

God. There is no greater cause.



We sacrifice for ourselves all the time. I have people say, I don’t believe in
making a thirty six month giving commitment. That’s financial. That’s being
presumptuous on the future.

Have you ever bought a car? Have you ever made a commitment? Have you
ever rented a house? Have you ever bought a mortgage? You don’t mind making
financial commitments as long as it’s on your behalf. You just don’t want to make
one to God. So let’s just be clear about that, what that is.

So I’ll ask people to sacrifice because there are more promises in the Bible
about giving than anything else.

3. We will follow the biblical pattern for an offering in 1 Chronicles 29.

David lays this out in 1 Chronicles 29 in the offering to build the temple in
Jerusalem. We follow that to the T. 1 Chronicles 29.

Let me explain to you what you can expect. Some of you are new to Fil-Am.
What you can expect in the next ten weeks. Four things you ought to expect.

Number one, the first thing is you can expect to...

1. To see some miracles.

I guarantee it. You can count on it. Because when people trust God, when
people take risks, when people dream great dreams, when people go for it in faith
God moves.

God 1s not impressed with my complaining. God is not impressed with my
griping. God is not impressed with my criticizing all the things I don’t like about
my life. It doesn’t move God to act at all when I complain, when I whine, when I
moan.

But God moves according to faith. When he looks down and sees a child of
God believing and trusting him, all throughout Scripture we see this over again,
God moves. Every time you see God did a miracle in the Bible and moved out of

heaven and moved on earth, it’s because somebody believed.



And because a lot of people are going to be taking risks and steps of faith
during Daring Faith you’re going to see some flat-out miracles. I guarantee it. It’s
going to happen.

When people start to believe God and trust him in ways they’ve never done
before they see some really neat stuff happen in their lives. So you can expect to
see miracles.

The second thing you can expect is you can expect ...

2. To grow spiritually.

As I said you’re probably going to grow more in the next ten weeks or eight
weeks now, than you will in all the rest of the year. Because we’re going to be
focusing on your spiritual growth.

Three, third thing you can expect... | hate to tell you this but it’s part of the
deal... you can expect...

3. To be hassled by Satan.

You’re going to have some difficulties in the next ten weeks. Satan is going to
try to distract you to keep you from growing. Do you think Satan wants you to
learn to live by faith? No. Do you think he wants you to learn how to be
generous? No. Do you think he wants you to learn how to go in ways and places
that you’ve never gone before with your life? Absolutely not.

So he’s going to throw everything at you. You may have unexpected illnesses
and your car may break down. And some of you may get fired during this. Some
of you may go through a real crisis of grief. Some of you, this is a high probability
may have a fight with your husband or wife. That’s a high probability. Conflict is
Satan’s favorite way to get you distracted.

So when you get in a fight just stop and go, “Pastor Rolly told us this would
happen.” Put me right in the center of your fight. Blame me.

I’m sorry to have to tell you this but Satan is going to try to distract you and get

you off track and get you to forget this.
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The fourth thing you can expect is you can expect...
4. To experience joy.

You can expect to experience joy.

In the next few weeks this church is going to get happy. Not only on the last
Sunday of the month. But every week. It’s because when people learn to trust God
in deeper ways it makes them happy. When people learn how to set great dreams
and dream great dreams and set big goals and take risks and live by faith and make
the sacrifices and invest their lives, you just get happy. When people are happy,
they give. And when they give, they get happy. So this is going to be a very happy
place. Are you happy now? I hope so.

To end this message, I’d like to tell you a true story which had a sad beginning
but a happy ending. I’ve shared this a couple of times before probably but let me
share it with you again because of the lesson we’re going to learn. Besides, we
have many new folks here who haven’t heard it before plus our little ones years
ago who are now our young people here. I hope you’ll get some inspiration and
encouragement from this story.

In 1972, there was a small congregation in Netcong, New Jersey. They built a
new church on a piece of land sold to them by a church member who was retiring
and moving to Florida. About a month before the new church was to open, the
local building inspector informed the pastor that the parking lot was inadequate for
the size of the building. Until the church doubled the size of the parking lot, they
would not be able to use the new sanctuary. Unfortunately, the church with its
undersized lot had used every inch of their land except for the mountainous stretch
of land which they own in the back of the building.

In order to build more parking spaces, they would have to move the mountain
out of the back yard. The cost of removing this mountain would be prohibitive for
the church. The next Sunday morning the Pastor reminded the congregation of

Christ’s promise, “If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this
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mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be
impossible unto you.” (Matt. 17:20). Then he added, “If you believe that, come on
Wednesday night to pray with me that God will move this mountain in the back of

our church.”

So, the people went to pray that Wednesday night. The next morning the phone
rang. It was the telephone company. They were planning to erect a new building
just east of their land and they needed fill for a large swampy area. And they asked
whether the church could sell them some dirt! The pastor said yes, of course. In
about a month the phone company had hauled away 40,000 square yards of dirt, for
which they paid the church $25,400 and also leveled the ground for the required
three parking lots and prepared them for paving. The church opened and was
dedicated on schedule. The church is called “Grace Church on the Mount.” Folks,
as I said, this is a true story. | personally interviewed the secretary who witnessed
all these events.

Let me ask you, would you have a big faith like theirs?

Some people say faith comes from miracles. But others know: MIRACLES
COME FROM FAITH!

Now, the faith that God asks us to have is not blind faith. It is faith based on the
character of God. The Bible says that God is faithful and therefore, he will do what
he says he will do.

If we believe that, if we believe that God answers prayers, then all we need to
do is follow the command of Jesus, “If you remain in me and my words remain in
you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.” (John 15:7).

And talking about faith, the journey of faith begins in putting your faith in
Jesus who is the author and perfecter of our faith as the Bible says. You cannot
have a journey of faith unless you believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior. You
owe your life to him. He gave up his life on the cross so that you may have life.

Without his sacrifice, you are headed to hell, separated from God forever. But as
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the Bible says, “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” You may
think that you are a good person and you might go to heaven because of that. Or
that you have religion or attend church every Sunday and, therefore, you can earn
your way to heaven. The Bible says, otherwise. Your good works cannot give you a
ticket to heaven. Why? The Bible says, “For all have sinned and fallen short of the
glory of God”. We cannot save ourselves, no one else can save us except the Lord
Jesus Christ who died for our sins. Then, he was buried and on the third day, rose
again from the dead. He died for the forgiveness of our sins and he rose again to
give us eternal life. Therefore, if you believe in what Jesus Christ has done for you,
you will be forgiven of your sins and have eternal life.

Today, if you haven’t done so before, I invite you to begin this journey of faith
by putting your faith in Jesus.

Let us pray.
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