
BE UNCOMPROMISING 

​  

Good morning! We’re on the second part of our series called “Immovable”. 

Last week, in part one, I mentioned that we’re looking at the life of Daniel in order 

to learn lessons from his life. The story starts when he’s 15 years old and ends up 

when he’s 85, and it’s an amazing story. 

I told you last week that he lived in a time when the nation of Israel had 

fallen into real spiritual decline. God was so offended because they had fallen into 

idolatry, immorality and injustice. We’ve got those in our society today. So there’s 

a reason for God to be offended with us too. But there were prophets like Jeremiah 

and Isaiah and Zephaniah who were saying, guys if we don’t get our act together, 

we’re going to lose our freedom. And if we don’t shape up, we’re going to ship 

out.  

And that’s exactly what happened. In 586 B.C. God allowed the most 

powerful empire of the time, the Babylonian Empire, led by Nebuchadnezzar, to 

swarm into Israel and devastate the country. They destroyed the capital of 

Jerusalem and they took 25 percent of the population of Israel as prisoners of war 

back to Babylon for 70 years. Some of those people lived and died in a foreign 

country. 

One of those carried off in that prisoner of war situation was a young 

teenager named Daniel. He was 15 years old. He was separated from his parents. 

Never saw them again. Never got to go back to his home country. But the rest of 

his life was an amazing rags to riches story where he starts off as a prisoner of war 

and he ends his life at 85 as the most powerful man in the empire next to the 

emperor. He saves the empire and actually outlasts three administrations.  



​  

Today we look at the test of Daniel. I’ve entitled this message, “Be 

Uncompromising”. It is based on Proverbs 17:3, “Fire tests the purity of silver and 

gold, but the Lord tests the heart.” (NLT) 

​ What does God test when he tests you? He tests your character. And if you 

pass the test, you get blessed, like you get promoted. And if you get promoted you 

get more power and more influence. And God used Daniel, like the Apostle John 

who wrote the book of Revelation, to write how the world is going to end. He gives 

Daniel visions and they’re actually in this book and Daniel predicted all kinds of 

things in history long before they ever happened. Like the Roman Empire, the 

Greek Empire and so many other things.  

Why did God show that to Daniel? Because he had tested him, he passed the 

test and so he trusted him. 

Last week we looked at the first test which is, when you go through a major 

change. You see, you will go through major changes many times in your life. 

Through those changes, there are three things God wants to do in your life. What 

are those three things? This is a test. He wants to inspect you, he wants to correct 

you, and he wants to perfect you. 

Today we’re going to look at a different kind of test, not major change, but 

the test of social pressure. 

What I’m talking about is when you are pressured to conform to something 

that you know is not right by your boss, by the government, by any authority in 

your life or even by your peers and you feel pressured to do something that you 

know isn’t right. It’s violating your conscience. What do you do? 

Now, King Nebuchadnezzar, after invading Jerusalem and taking 25 percent 

of Israel to Babylon, picks out the smartest and brightest teenagers in the whole 

bunch and brings them to the palace. Daniel was one of them. He’s 15 years old. 

Then, he makes them go through a three-year indoctrination program at Babylon 
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State University. Basically, it’s brainwashing, trying to make them think and act 

and talk like Babylonians. He wants them to serve in the royal palace. He even 

gives them new names. For Daniel it’s Belteshazzar. And for his three friends, 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. BTW, all these names refer to Babylonian 

gods. So, there’s really an effort to make them acquire Babylonian identities and to 

forget their Jewish heritage. 

Now, not only did they give them new names, new identities. They even 

said, “You’re getting a whole new diet. You don’t get to eat your Jewish food 

anymore. You’re only going to be allowed to eat Babylonian food. You’re going to 

eat what the king eats.” 

This is a total reprogramming, a total assimilation process. And that’s where 

we pick up the story today. Daniel 1:5, 8, “The king assigned them a daily amount 

of food and wine from the king’s table. They were to be trained for three years, and 

after that they were to enter the king’s service... But Daniel resolved not to defile 

himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission 

not to defile himself this way.” 

Now, anybody who’s been on a serious athletic team, a college team or a pro 

sports team or if you’re an Olympic athlete, you know what a training table is. 

When you’re in training you don’t get to eat whatever you want to eat. The coach 

tells you what you’re going to eat. It’s called a training table. So, these young guys 

are going eat what the king eats. Isn’t that a great privilege? You’d feel special, 

right? 

But Daniel refused to go along with the program. What’s wrong with eating 

Babylonian food? What’s wrong with eating the King’s food? 

There were at least three problems with the food served at the king’s table. 

First, it certainly would not have been prepared according to the kosher laws of the 

Old Testament. Much of it would be ritually unclean. God explicitly gave the 
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prohibition to the Israelites to eat unclean food because his people were special to 

him. Second, all the wine and most of the meat would have been previously offered 

to pagan gods. To eat that food in that situation would be to give tacit endorsement 

to paganism. It represented a moral compromise of everything Daniel believed. 

Therefore, he made up his mind he would not do it. 

This is hugely important because it teaches us that you can’t corrupt a man 

from the outside. You can change a culture but not a character. You can change his 

name but not his nature. Daniel may have looked like a pagan but on the inside he 

was a servant of the living God. Even the mighty Nebuchadnezzar couldn’t do a 

thing about that. 

I think we should pause at this point and think about what Daniel was 

risking. Certainly he risked angering the king, who wouldn’t appreciate hearing 

that some teenage kid from Israel didn’t want to eat at his table. No way could that 

be made to sound good. In fact, it would probably sound rebellious and we know 

how ancient kings dealt with rebellion. So Daniel was putting his life on the line. 

He was also spoiling his own chances for advancement. We all know the saying 

about going along to get along. You can’t climb the ladder while you’re rocking the 

boat. Look what happens to whistleblowers in any big company. Even when they 

are right, they end up in big trouble. If this blows up in Daniel’s face, he can kiss 

his future goodbye. 

Let’s flip this around and ask why he might have eaten the king’s food even 

though he didn’t like it. After all, he was far from home and no one back in 

Jerusalem would know about it. Almost everyone else was eating the food with no 

complaint. “We’re already in captivity,” he might have said. “What difference does 

it make?” “God understands it’s only food. I need to do this to get ahead. People 

will think I’m a narrow-minded legalist if I make a fuss about this.” 
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You can always find an excuse when you don’t want to do right. But Daniel 

didn’t need an excuse. He had already decided to do right no matter what 

happened. 

Verse 8 says that he resolved. The dictionary says to resolve is to decide 

firmly. Without hesitation. And that changed everything. I don’t know if he tried to 

convince anyone else or not. It doesn’t matter. Daniel made up his mind, and his 

three closest friends decided to join him. 

And that leads me to repeat a point made earlier. The Babylonians could 

change everything—his diet, his location, his education, his language, even his 

name—but they couldn’t change his heart. Why? It belonged to God. When your 

heart truly belongs to God, you can go anywhere and face any situation and you’ll 

be okay. You can even live in Babylon and do just fine because your body is in 

Babylon but your heart is in heaven. So the question for all of us is, Where is your 

heart? Does it truly belong to God? Or is your heart fixed on the things of this 

world? 

This is the first test that Daniel passed. This test revealed four character 

qualities that described Daniel. This is so important because if you want God’s 

blessing on your life you’ve got to build these four character qualities in you.  

​ You see, there are four qualities that God loves to bless in people’s lives. 

And when he sees these in your life, get ready for a blessing and a promotion. 

What do we see then in Daniel’s life from this story? 

Number one, this first test, the food test, reveals Daniel’s integrity. 

1.​ Integrity – He never forgot who he was. 

He never forgot who he was. He said, you can change my address – I live in 

Babylon. You can change my clothing. You can change my name. But you’re not 

going to change my heart. Daniel resolved not to defile himself. He said, I’m not 

going to be conformed to the values in this society.  
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Romans 12:2, the Bible says, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but 

be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 

approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”  

You have two choices in life. You’ll be conformed or you’ll be transformed. 

You’ll be conformed to the world, or you’ll be transformed by the Word of God. 

And if you’re transformed by the Word then you’re going to know the will of God. 

Daniel’s integrity remains intact. He doesn’t forget who he is, who God made 

him to be. 

The second thing the test revealed is discipline. 

2.​ Discipline – He controlled his ego and his appetite. 

Daniel, in this situation, controlled his ego and his appetite. The Bible says (v. 

8a), “Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine.” Daniel 

shows tremendous discipline in spite of this great temptation. 

Think about this: If you were Daniel, you’re a teenager. You’re 15 years old, 

you’re taken by force from your country. You’re never going to see your parents 

again. Then the most powerful man in that country offers you all kinds of perks 

and says, “You’re going to be on my personal staff. I’m going to give you power 

and prestige and pleasure and now you’re going to get the best of everything. 

You’re going to be given the very best, most expensive gourmet food.” Could you 

turn that down? You’re 15 years old and you’re by yourself without your parents.  

We see this happen all the time today in sports. Where young kids are good at 

football or basketball or soccer or whatever. All of a sudden they’re pulled off the 

street and they are drafted by the NBA or the NFL and all of a sudden they’re 

given enormous amounts of salary. They’re treated like gods, they’re taking 

limousines everywhere, they’re given all kinds of perks, and some of them mess up 

later on and get involved in so many questionable things like drugs, crime, etc. 
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They just can’t handle success. We see it happen all the time. Good kids ruined by 

too much success too early.  

But Daniel is different. He is incredibly disciplined as a 15-year-old kid 

without his parents. That is an amazing amount of maturity for a young kid. The 

Bible says this in Romans 6:13. “Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an 

instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who have 

been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an 

instrument of righteousness.” 

This is the decision Daniel made as a teenager. I want to be used by God, not 

used by the world.  

The third thing we see in his life and you need this in your life if you want 

God’s blessing on you. Courage. Daniel had courage which means he was willing 

to stand alone. 

3.​ Courage: He was willing to stand alone. 

It took a great amount of courage for Daniel to ask the most powerful man in 

the world to exempt him from his eating and food plan. He’s a conscientious 

objector. Still, this is an insult to the king. What made this even more difficult was 

he wasn’t the only Jewish boy in the program. He had three friends who went 

along with him. But there were a lot of other Jewish young men who had been 

taken captive who saw no problem with eating the king’s food and I’m sure those 

people said, but everybody’s doing it! How many times did you use that one on 

your parents? But everybody’s doing it. Daniel goes, “I don’t care if the whole 

world does it, it’s not right. I’m not going to do it.”  

He stands with courage, willing to stand alone. He’s willing to say, the majority 

is often wrong. History has proven that the majority is wrong much of the time. 

And just because the majority likes a particular value or passes a particular law 

doesn’t mean that value or that law is right. What’s right is right and it will always 
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be right. No matter how many people say something is wrong is right doesn’t make 

it right. Only God decides what’s truth, not us. Only God decides what’s right and 

wrong. It’s not up to majority vote. So Daniel goes, I don’t care if everybody’s 

doing it, I’m not. That kind of courage is the kind of thing that God blesses. 

Exodus 23:2, “Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong. When you give 

testimony in a  lawsuit, do not pervert justice by siding with the crowd.”  

Daniel kept getting promoted because God looks at people who have courage 

and blesses them. 1 Corinthians 16:13, “Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; 

be courageous; be strong.” We need women and men of courage today in a culture 

that’s turning wrong into right and darkness into light and sweet into bitter and all 

these things we looked at last week.  

There’s a fourth thing that the test revealed in Daniel’s life. It revealed his 

humility. And God loves humility. Daniel’s humility shows in how he was tactful 

with authority.  

4.​ Humility: He was tactful with authority. 

When he couldn’t do what the authority asked him to do, he said, “I can’t do 

this. It’s against my values. It violates my conscience.” He still is very tactful with 

the authority showing great humility. And the way that Daniel made his appeal to 

King Nebuchadnezzar and the authorities shows his respect. He knew that God had 

allowed this pagan leader to be his boss. 

Some of you have bad bosses. God allowed them in your life. Maybe you have 

bosses who ask you to do something that is dishonest or wrong or whatever and 

you’ve got to know how to make an appeal. 

Here’s what the Bible says in Daniel 1:8 and following. “…he asked the chief 

official for permission not to defile himself this way. Now God had caused the 

official to show favor and compassion to Daniel, but the official told Daniel, ‘I am 

afraid of my lord the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he 
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see you looking worse than the other young men your age? The king would then 

have my head because of you.’”  Notice that Daniel didn’t demand. He didn’t 

rebel. He just asked permission. That’s the first thing he does. He’s very respectful. 

Despite that, the official didn’t grant his request. Note that this official had been 

nice to Daniel before because God made him so. It says, “God had caused the 

official to show favor and compassion to Daniel”. That was in the past. That was 

the attitude of this official to Daniel. And it just tells us that God is sovereign. He 

is in control of the situation. He can make someone like or dislike you. But how 

come the official didn’t grant Daniel’s request this time? I believe God withdrew 

his hand to test Daniel. Will Daniel now give in because his request was not 

granted? Will he finally cave in? The next verses tell us what he did. 

“Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over 

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, ‘Please test your servants for ten days: 

Give us nothing but vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then compare our 

appearance with that of the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your 

servants in accordance with what you see.’ So he agreed to this and tested them for 

ten days.” (vs 11-14) 

There’s a saying that goes, “Try and try until you die”. I grew up thinking it 

was a real quote. No, it’s just a funny twist on the real quote which is “Try and try 

until you succeed”. There’s another one, “If at first you don’t succeed, try try 

again.” And certainly, that was Daniel’s attitude. He was not discouraged by the 

official’s negative response. He tried now to convince the guard himself who was 

appointed by the official. The guard agreed. Apparently, the guard didn’t tell the 

official about his decision. The Bible doesn’t say it but I believe God intervened. 

God moved in that guard’s heart, he agreed to Daniel’s proposal and he didn’t tell 

his boss, because God saw that Daniel truly honored him by not compromising his 
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principles. In 1 Samuel 2:30b, God says, “Those who honor me I will honor, but 

those who despise me will be disdained.” 

And what was the result? “At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and 

better nourished than any of the young men who ate the royal food. So the guard 

took away their choice food and the wine they were to drink and gave them 

vegetables instead.  

To these four young men God gave knowledge and understanding of all kinds of 

literature and learning. And Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all 

kinds. 

At the end of the time set by the king to bring them into his service, the chief 

official presented them to Nebuchadnezzar. The king talked with them, and he 

found none equal to Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah; so they entered the 

king’s service.In every matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king 

questioned them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and 

enchanters in his whole kingdom.  

Isn’t that amazing? See how blessed these young men were especially Daniel. 

This is the first promotion we’re going to see. We’re going to see five of them in 

his lifetime. Even though he never gives up on his integrity, he never compromises 

his convictions, he still soars. He still thrives in a pagan, ungodly, secular, anti-God 

culture. This is the first of his promotions. He’s not just surviving; he’s thriving. 

He’s only 18 after this indoctrination program but he’s growing in influence. This 

tells us that even as a young man or woman, God can use you if you honor him.  

Before we leave this marvelous first chapter of Daniel, let’s stop to draw some 

of the more important lessons for today. 

1. The world continually tries to reprogram us into a different way of thinking. 

It happened to Daniel and his three friends through a course of systematic 

brainwashing aimed at separating these young men from their past. It involved a 
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new location, a new education, a new diet, a new culture, a new language, and 

ultimately, new names. 

Twenty-five centuries have come and gone and nothing has changed. The 

world still attempts to separate us from our spiritual heritage. Obviously, our young 

people are most at risk, but the attack comes to all of us in subtle ways every day. 

And all of us are bombarded with anti-God input from the media every day. Make 

no mistake. There is a battle for your mind, a battle being fought every day. Some 

of us are losing the battle because we don’t even know there is a battle going on. 

We just go with the flow and then wonder why we end up looking and sounding 

just like the Babylonians. 

2. We must make up our minds in advance we will be loyal to God. 

The key phrase here is “in advance.” Some decisions can’t be made on the spur 

of the moment. You have to decide that you will not compromise on the things that 

matter. For Daniel, that meant not eating the king’s food at the king’s table because 

that violated his conscience. Daniel drew a line in the sand and said, “This far, and 

no farther.” You see, if you don’t draw a line somewhere, sometime, you end up 

being just like the Babylonians all around you. At that point your Christian 

testimony is worse than useless. 

So you’ve got to be smart. Think ahead. Decide what you won’t do. Then don’t 

do it!  

3. We must know our own limits and must not do what we know is wrong. 

This follows logically from what I have just said. Daniel knew his limits. When 

they enrolled him at Babylon State University, he didn’t object. When they taught 

him the Babylonian language, he learned it just like everyone else. When they 

taught him a new culture, he did not rebel. And even when they changed his name, 

he apparently did not speak out. 
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But when they said, “You have to eat the king’s food at the king’s table,” he 

said, “I’m sorry. I can’t do that.” And he didn’t. He was courteous in the way he 

said it and he was creative in the solution he proposed. But make no mistake. By 

standing his ground, he was risking everything over an issue that made sense to no 

one but him and his three friends. To the Babylonians it was just nutty. But Daniel 

saw through the food to the bigger issues underneath and he knew that for him to 

eat that food at that table would be an act of disloyalty to God, and that was a line 

he would not cross. 

“It’s such a small area,” you say. True and not true. Yes, it seemed small, but as 

we have seen, the outcome of Daniel’s act of courage was huge. It changed his 

whole life. In the end it wasn’t small at all.  

Friends, I tell you in Jesus’ name, there are no small areas. If our God is the 

Lord of all, then every square inch of your life must be yielded to him. He has left 

nothing for you to play with, on your own. 

How will any of us find the courage to say “No” when we need to? Like 

Daniel, you will find yourself from time to time in a moral or spiritual crisis. How 

will you know it’s a crisis? You’ll know it when you get there, and often you won’t 

see it coming in advance. So make up your mind right now that by God’s grace, 

when those moments come, you will purpose in your heart not to defile yourself. 

I read about a 400-year-old redwood tree that suddenly and without warning 

toppled to the forest floor. What caused the death of such a majestic giant? Was it 

fire? Lightning? A strong wind? A post-mortem examination revealed a startling 

cause. Tiny beetles had crawled under the bark and literally eaten the fibers away 

from the inside. Although it looked healthy on the outside, on the inside it was 

virtually hollow and one day finally collapsed. 

The same thing happens when we refuse to stand our ground for Christ. Every 

time we compromise something bad happens in our soul. Eventually the little 
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decisions add up and we become hollow on the inside even though we may look 

great on the outside. 

This week will be a test for us. The world will be celebrating Halloween. As 

Christians, are we going to do likewise? Are we going to go to Halloween parties, 

to wear costumes, to get candies and give candies? The pressure is immense, at 

work, at school, at your neighborhood. What do we do? How about our children? 

Will the miss out? 

At the end of the day, it’s your relationship with God that’s important. What’s 

in your heart? Would you rather please man or God?  

Now, I don’t want to belabor this. But inside your bulletins, maybe you’ve read 

it already, I’ve written my thoughts on this subject and you can decide what course 

to take.  

Let me share this with you too. At our office, on Friday, they’re having a 

Halloween party, with costumes and all and will serve free lunch. There’s even a 

contest about which team has the best decorations. What will I do? I will avoid it. 

In fact, I will take the morning off, just come in the afternoon after their 

celebration.  

Anyway, I hope we will always stand strong in the midst of pressure. That we 

will be uncompromising.  
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Let’s bow our heads. 

 

​ The world desperately needs Daniels today. Character doesn’t matter anymore 

to most people. It just doesn’t matter. But God is looking for men and for 

women who are unafraid of challenging our culture, who are unafraid of the 

disapproval of others. Men and women who are Daniels, modern day Daniels. 
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Who have conviction and character rather than compromise and caving in to 

culture. Instead of conforming they are being transformed by God. This is my 

challenge to you. Regardless of what’s happened in the past of your life… Your 

past is past. It’s over. What matters is the direction your feet are headed right 

now. Will you have the courage to be a Daniel in your culture? Will you have 

the courage to be a Daniel where you work? As a man of God, as a woman of 

God. Will you be a Daniel and have the courage to stand for your convictions 

where you live, where you go to school, on that campus.  

 

​ You might just pray, Dear God, I want to be a Daniel. I want to be a person of 

integrity and humility and generosity and discipline and courage. And I want 

your blessing on my life more than I want the approval of our culture. And I’m 

willing to stand unafraid and unashamed. God you have told us what to do. 

Now give us the courage to do it. In your name. Amen. 
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