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Key Verse: Mark 8:22-26

"When Jesus Touches You"

Good morning Fil-Am Community Church it is good to see so many of you
here this morning. Today we are going to deal with the topic what happens
when Jesus touches you, continuing with the Miracle series of Jesus.

Let us get into the word of God or more importantly let us get the word of
God into you!

Mark 8:22-26 (NASB)

** And they *came to Bethsaida. And they *brought a blind man to Jesus and
*implored Him to touch him.

3 Taking the blind man by the hand, He brought him out of the village; and
after spitting on his eyes and laying His hands on him, He asked him, “Do you
see anything?”

** And he looked up and said, “I see men, for I see them like trees, walking
around.”

> Then again He laid His hands on his eyes; and he looked intently and was
restored, and began to see everything clearly.

*° And He sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.”

Why Bethsaida?

v He didn’t go for his own personal benefit

v He didn’t go for the fine restaurants

v He didn’t go for the great movie theaters

v He didn’t go for the great shopping at the Malls
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He went to Bethsaida because that is where he was called to serve.
There were people there who NEEDED his message of Hope and
Salvation!

Bethsaida is not a place we go to increase our faith, however, it is a place
we go to share our faith!

The question you need to ask yourself today is, are you living in Bethsaida, or
are you just visiting?

Getting back to the message, Jesus has come to a town called Bethsaida, and
while he was there, there are some people that bring a friend to Jesus to be

healed of his blindness.
Nothing too unusual as Jesus had healed many people during his ministry.

v He healed Leapers
v" He healed the crippled
v He healed those possessed with demons

v' He raised the dead
v And on more than one occasion he gave sight to the blind!

He healed or released in various ways

He would heal by simply saying they were healed (Mark 7:29, John 4:50)
He healed people by letting them tough him (Matthew 9:20, 14:36)

He healed by touching people (Mark 6:5)

The lame walked, the deaf heard, the dumb spoke, the blind could see, and
all were done immediately!

But not this time...

1. Jesus Touches Us for Encouragement (8:22-23)

Mark 8:22-23 Amplified Bible
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** And they came to Bethsaida. And [people] brought to Him a blind man and
begged Him to touch him.

> And He caught the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village; and
when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands upon him, He asked him, do
you [possibly]| see anything?

Here are a few things to consider here; for starters before Jesus healed the
man he led him outside of the village.

And you will notice after he healed him he sent him home saying, don’t go
into the village (8:26)

Why not heal the man in the village and why tell him not to return?

One thing could be that Bethsaida does not have a very good reputation with
Jesus.

Matthew 11:21 (NIV)

21 «

..Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had
been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in
sackcloth and ashes.

Woe to Bethsaida, what was going on there?

We are not specifically told what was happening but we are told that they
needed to repent and they have not been doing it...

When Jesus did miracles in their town they were not impressed and what
they saw did not change their hearts.

The natural lines up with the spiritual, meaning if there are certain things to
happen in my life then there are certain places I DO NOT need to be in.

Can anybody relate to that?

If you want to grow in your faith there are certain places that shouldn’t go.
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If you want Jesus to do something powerful in your life there are some places
that you shouldn’t be.

[ am not just talking about the places that come to everyone’s mind, but
there are other places that can be very difficult for Christians.

Any place filled with people who don’t want to hear about Christ, places

filled with people who do everything they can to undermined your faith
and beliefs.

They don’t want to hear about Christ because his reality will condemn them
of what they are doing and they would just prefer to not be bothered with it.

So let me say again if you want a touch from Jesus in a powerful way,
there are some places and people you need to get away from.

There are a few more things in this story that may not have come to your
mind.

The blind man seemed to grow in his faith.

To be honest there is nothing that says he had faith at all, we are not sure if
he wanted to go. We are just told that his friends brought him to see Jesus.

That might have been part of the problem, and why Jesus had to touch him
twice.

Another way of looking at it is, in order for Jesus to work in your life you
need to have faith.

We can see time and time again in the Gospels, where Jesus tells us that it
was their faith that healed them. (Matthew 9:22, Mark 10:52, Like 17:19)

That is one reason why it says in Hebrews 11:6, “... Without faith it is
impossible to please him.”
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Bethsaida was not a far distance from the miracle of Jesus feeding the 5,000,
but as we briefly talked about above, his friends brought him to Jesus.

The best thing we can do for our friends is to introduce them to Jesus, get
them there, make the introduction and let them build a relationship with
Jesus.

That’s the essence of evangelism.

Again there is nothing in the scriptures that leads us to believe that the man
came there with certain expectations, other than allowing his friends to
bring him to Jesus.

v What a blessed man to have such friends

v' He did not know Jesus, however his friends did

v" He did not believe in Jesus, but his friends did

v" He might have never come to Jesus except for his friends

What are your friends doing for you?

In the 1996 Olympics Keri Strug, the American Olympic Gymnasts had the
weight of the Olympic Gold Medal for her team on her shoulders, all she had
to do was have a successful vault and the United States would get the Gold.

There was one problem...

When she did her first vault, she sprained her ankle, and she could barely
walk. She fell on that vault and did not get the score she needed for the
Unites States to come away with the Gold.

As she sat there on the mat, with the tears falling down her face, she cried
for two reasons.

(1) She was in a lot of pain
(2) There was no way she could make the score to win the victory in her
situation
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However, she had another jump left, she had one more attempt to vault, she
got up, she felt like giving up, but her coach stood up on the sidelines and

said, “You can do it Keri, you can do it Keri, I believe in you, you can do
it.”

As she limped to the starting point to try and attempt her vault she could
barely move. She told an interviewer after the vault, that all she could do to

keep moving was to keep her eyes on her coach.

He kept her from focusing on her ankle, while she was really hurting; tears
were streaming down her face.

However, she had an encourager, who believed in her.

She found strength from his encouragement that she didn’t have, even with
the limp she took off running, and hit the vault and did her flip on the vault.

She HAD to nail the landing in order to win, and she had to do this with an
ankle that was injured.

With her coaches encouragement holding her up, she conquered her
impossibility. She earned enough of a score for the United States team to win
the Gold medal, all because her coaches encouragement.

Encouragement changes your performance.

Reminds me of when I ran the marathon a few years ago, the crowd cheering
you on kept me from quitting so many times...

Flatter me, I may not believe you,
Criticize me, and I may not like you.
Ignore me and I may not forgive you,

Encourage me, and I will never forget you!
By William Arthur Ward

2. Jesus Touches Us for Enablement (8:23-24)
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Peter F Drucker said, No organization can depend upon genius; the supply is
always scarce and unreliable.

It is the test of an organization to make Ordinary human beings perform

better than they seem capable of, to bring whatever strength there is in
its members, and to use each man’s strength to help all others perform.

The purpose of the organization is to enable common men to do
uncommon things!

Mark 8:23-24 Amplified Bible

2 And He caught the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village; and
when He had spit on his eyes and put His hands upon him, He asked him, do you
[possibly] see anything?

2 And he looked up and said, | see people, but [they look] like trees, walking.

After impartially toughing this man, Jesus was required to touch him again.

I believe the church today is just like this blind man and in need of a
second touch.

Because until we get a second touch we will continue to be out of focus,
out of touch, confused...

Second touches can move from...

Symbols to Substance
Problems into Possibilities
Pain into Power

Sorrow into Sadness

Tears into Triumph

Grief into Grace

Stress into Strength

N N N R

His healing was completed in multiple stages.
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We see that he did start to receive his sight back, because he saw people as
moving objects, like trees. He could distinguish them from trees by their
motion.

Men had become shadows moving about him, and now that he is gaining

his sight back, like a man rising out of deep water, things are a little
distorted.

Sometimes we, like the blind man, need an additional touch from Jesus
in order to see things from his perspective.

Joshua 1:9, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous, do not be
frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever
you go.”

Philippines 4:13, “I can do all things in Christ who strengthens me.”

3. Jesus Touches Us for Enlightenment (8:25)
Mark 8:25 Amplified Bible

Then He put His hands on his eyes again; and the man looked intently [that is,
fixed his eyes on definite objects], and he was restored and saw everything
distinctly [even what was at a distance].

It was during his second touch that the blind man’s faith was starting to

grow.
This is where is where he started to receive clarity.

Have you ever watched a pigeon walk? If you have you may have noticed
how it looks very funny, because it walks the way it does in order to see
where it is going.

The reason it pauses when it takes a step where its head comes to a

complete stop is because unless it does it cannot see where it’s going.
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It does not have the ability to focus while its moving, it actually has to
bring its head to a complete stop between steps in order to refocus. It has to
repeat this process for every step it takes.

In our spiritual walk with the Lord, we have the same problem as the pigeon.
We also have a hard time seeing while we are moving. We also need to stop

frequently and refocus on where we are in relation to the Word and the
Will of God for our life.

We do not need to stop between every step and refocus however we do need

to plan frequent stops to seek God will for our life.

This will allow us to walk with more clarity while making our way through

the maze called life.

When Christ becomes the center of your focus, all else will come into

proper perspective.

Psalms 37:4-5, “Delight yourself'in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of
your heart. Commit your way to the Lord trust in him and he will act.”

A.W. Tozer said, as we begin to focus upon God, the things of the Spirit will
take shape before our inner eyes.

As we talked about earlier Jesus led him outside town, another way of
looking at the reasons why this was done is that when the Son of God saves
his people, he calls us apart, separates us, he bids us to come to him.

v Outside the town of human religion
v Outside the town of worldly ambition
v' QOutside the town of sin’s domination
v' Outside the town and unto him!

We too must be called away from things, places, people, that keep us bound
up.
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Jesus didn’t just take the man by the hand to make a show of it, Jesus became
the man’s guide and began to draw him into a place where he could

receive his healing.

As we mentioned above, sometimes you have to be drawn, pulled,

pushed, or even dragged out of town in order to receive the lesson, the
healing, the blessing.

Even though we are saved, pour vision of Jesus, and the ways of the Kingdom
of God are still hard to understand. Over time and with the continued touch
of God, our vision and understanding become clearer and clearer.

We become blind to things of this life, which use to have such a heavy pull
on your life, when we focus on heavenly things.

When Jesus gave this man a second touch, optic nerves were
quickened, heavy burdens gone, the hurts the hang-ups and habits, all fall

away.
All because of a second touch...

[ heard someone say:

v The first touch gives sight, the second touch gives clarity

v' The first tough gives life, the second touch gives meaning to that
life

v’ The first touch gives hearing, the second touch gives
understanding

Does anyone here need a second touch from Jesus today?

Let us Pray...



