WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU HAVE FAITH
Daring Faith: The Key to Miracles — Kickoff Message

Hello, Fil-Am. I'm glad you're here today. I want to welcome you to Daring
Faith: The Key to Miracles. This is going to be a 10-week campaign. This is a long
series because there's so much for me to teach you on how faith and miracles go
together in your life. This campaign comes from Saddleback Church and many
churches in America have used this campaign as well in the past.

This series, “Daring Faith: The Key to Miracles”, will stretch your faith. I am
going to challenge your faith. I'm going to poke it, I'm going to prod it and many
times during this series, you're not going to feel really comfortable. Because we
don't grow in comfort. Growth is often uncomfortable. But the result of growth is
blessing, maturity, answered prayers, and so many other wonderful things which I
want you to get to.

Now, the Bible says in Romans 1:17, “For in the gospel the righteousness of
God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is
written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.””

Then look at the next verse, Hebrews 11:6. “And without faith it is impossible
to please God, because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.” Did you know that God wants to
reward you for earnestly seeking Him? If you believe that, the Bible says you must
live by faith.

Now, if the Bible says, the way to live is by faith, the way we connect with
God is by faith, and without faith, it's impossible to please God, what in the world
is faith? We're going to take 10 weeks to talk about that. This message is the
Kickoff Message. It’s entitled “What Happens When You Have Faith”. This lays

the foundation for the next 10 messages.



Now, faith is like a diamond. It's multifaceted. One of the evidences and one of
the elements of faith that [ want us to start off is this: “Faith is seeing from God's
point of view.”

Now, I'm going to come back to that in a minute. Let me tell you, first, what
faith is not, okay?

Faith is not fantasy. Meaning it is not believing something is when it is not.
Like when you believe that a glowing ember is not hot and you touch it, what
happens? You get burned.

Faith is not fiction. Like when you think you are Spiderman and you’re not,
you get into a web of problems. I remember when I was a young boy, about 6 years
old. I bought a cardboard mask of Spiderman from a Sari-Sari store and I happily
and proudly wore while it running around the house. Then, I had to take a bath. In
the Philippines, a bathtub is a luxury. What we had was a batya. You know what it
is, right? To those who grew up here, this is what a batya looks like. It’s a tub or
basin. So, I had to take a bat. I ran upstairs to get a towel from a cabinet. The
cabinet was tall and it had two doors and one door had a full-length mirror. |
grabbed the door handles and pretended that I was Spiderman climbing up a wall
then set my feet on the narrow piece of wood that ran across the cabinet, and
before I knew it, the cabinet tilted and fell down on me. The mirror shattered. But
you know what, my face didn’t get cuts from the pieces of glass because of my
mask. The only cut I received was on the back of my head. Everyone in the house
and our neighbors rushed to help me. They took me to the ER and the cut on the
back of my head was stitched up. So, faith is not fantasy. It’s not fiction, and

Faith is not a feeling. Now, this is really important. In fact, you need to
understand that feelings often get in the way of faith because you feel a certain way
then you want to go that way. Faith is based on the Word of God. It means that

whether you feel it or not, you move on because God wants you to. "I'm going to
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move ahead in spite of my feelings. I'm going to do the right thing in spite of my
feelings." That's faith.

Now, let me show you a couple verses. Hebrews 11:1 says this: “Now faith is
confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.”” In other
words, as the TLB says “I¢ is the confident assurance that something we want is
going to happen. It is the certainty that what we hope for is waiting for us, even
though we cannot see it up ahead.”(TLB) I want you to take note of the phrase,
"We cannot see." Faith is being certain of things we cannot see.

The Bible says that faith is a way of seeing. Faith is learning to see things from
God's point of view, having his vision.

Ephesians 1:18 is the master verse on this and it says this, “I pray that the eyes
of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people.” Now,
what does that mean? I don't have eyes in my heart. What in the world is he talking
about? What that verse is talking about is that there is an unseen realm in the world
that's more real than the seen realm. For instance, you can see this pulpit right now
because it's made out of wood but you can't see the Holy Spirit. However, the Holy
Spirit is more real than this pulpit. The Holy Spirit is going to live for eternity
because he is God, this pulpit is going to break down and wear out.

The Bible says that everything you see is temporary; your body, your hair, and
a lot of other things. Anything you see is temporary. It's not going to last. The
things that last are actually unseen. This is where the faith realm comes in. The
Bible has many many examples of what I call seeing with spiritual eyes or seeing
with the eyes of the heart, seeing from God's point of view. The Bible tells us in 2
Kings chapter 6 about Elisha and Gehazi and how an enemy nation was coming
against the army, was coming against Jerusalem and the Jews. Gehazi, who was

Elisha's servant gets very very frightened or very very upset. He's having a panic
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attack. Elisha says to Gehazi, "Gehazi, I don't want you to be upset." He prays this:
“Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” (2 Kings 6:17) All of a sudden,
Gehazi's spiritual vision is opened up and he says he could see a realm of angels
circling the city of Jerusalem. All of a sudden, he wasn't afraid anymore. You
wouldn't be either if you saw a realm of angels. God opened his spiritual eyes.

After the resurrection, the Bible tells us that two disciples are walking down
the street and they're all upset and they're all discouraged because Jesus died on the
cross, their hopes have been crushed, their dreams have been dashed, they're in
despair. All of a sudden, Jesus comes walking with them and they have a
conversation, they invite him in for dinner. They don't recognize who it is. They sit
down, they have a meal together, and it says then when he blessed the meal, it says,
"God opened their eyes," and all of a sudden they realize, Jesus is right in their
midst. That's what God wants to do in you. He wants to open your eyes so you can
say, "Oh, Jesus is right here with me. Oh, the angels are circling around me. Oh,
God has a plan much bigger than my plan for my life" and on and on and on.

I want us to do a couple things today. I want us to look at what happens when
we see with eyes of fear and look at what happens when we see with eyes of faith.
Just kind of as an introduction, because until you understand how important it is to
see everything in life through eyes of faith, you're not going to be looking for that.
Now, a good example of this is in the Old Testament in the Book of Numbers,
Chapter 13 and 14, a book that isn't read much by people but it’s got a lot of
spiritual truth in it.

Here is the background of Numbers 13 and 14; Moses has led the nation of
Israel to freedom. He's got them free from Pharaoh and the Egyptians; they've
crossed the Red Sea. They've been traveling for about two years, not 40 years, just
about 2 years, from Egypt taking a very slow pace because it certainly wouldn't

take that long to walk from Egypt to Israel across the Sinai. But they’ve got a lot of
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people and they're slow and they go along and they're coming up to a place called
Kadesh. At Kadesh, they're getting ready to cross the Jordan and go into the
Promised Land. This is the land that has been promised to them for 400 years that
they would have their own country, they would have freedom, they would be free
from slavery.

When they get up to the edge of the water, before they go in, Moses says,
"Okay, before we go in, I want to send in a spy team. I'm going to pick 12 guys to
go in and spy out the land and they're going to do reconnaissance, they're going to
do the due diligence, they're going to check out what's going on and do a little fact
finding. So, twelve spies are chosen by Moses and they are sent in to go visit the
land. When they come back, they give a mixed report. Two of the spies say, "It's
incredible. Let's go take it. It's ready for our taking. God has given us truly the
Promised Land." Those two spies were named Joshua and Caleb. The other 10
spies come back and said, "Yeah, it's a great place, but..." and they have a whole
list of problems on why they can't go in. They're not seeing with eyes of faith,
they're seeing with eyes of fear.

Now, let me read you the names of these guys. Raise your hand if you've heard
of any of these guys. Shaphat, Igal, Palti, Gaddiel, Gaddi, Ammiel, Sethur, Nahbi,
Geuel, Shammua and then Caleb and Joshua. Here's the point, nobody remembers
the negative guys. Nobody remembers the critics who say it can't be done. The
only people who get remembered are the guys who said, "Let's go do it in God's
name." They saw with eyes of faith, the others saw with eyes of fear. Now, because
they failed to see with eyes of faith, that entire generation missed God's purpose for
their lives. God said, "Okay, you failed the test. You will wander around the
wilderness for the next 40 years until you all die."

Folks, I don't want that to happen in your life. I don't want you to wander in the

wilderness for 40 years and then die, simply because you didn't learn to see with
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eyes of faith. This is why “Daring Faith: Key to Miracles” is such an important
campaign, because I want you in the Promised Land and I want you to get in it
now.

Now, what happens when we see with eyes of fear and see with eyes of faith?
Let's go over these real quickly. First, five things happen when we see with eyes of
fear and they're all here in Numbers chapters 13-14. Number one, write this down,
first...

1. We exaggerate our difficulties.

We exaggerate our difficulties. Now, here is an amazing thing. God has just
delivered them from Egypt, the most powerful nation in the world and yet, now,
they're worried about some local tribe. They've just defeated Pharaoh and yet, now,
they're worried about somebody else. How quickly we forget. When you look at
your problems with eyes of fear, they get bigger. The more you look at your
problem, the more exaggerated it gets. Somebody criticizes you, the more you
think about it, pretty soon, you think the whole world is criticizing you. It grows by
proportion.

In Numbers 13:27-28, here was the negative report: It's a magnificent land,
said the negative spies...but the people living there are powerful, and their cities
are fortified and large! What's more, we saw Anakim giants there!

And in Numbers 13:31-32, they said again, “We can t attack those people;
they are stronger than we are.” So, the majority report of the spies was negative.

Only two of the spies have faith, Joshua and Caleb and yet the people don’t
trust the minority. They trust the majority report. Here's the problem, negative
attitudes are contagious. When they walked up there to the edge, everybody was
excited about going into the Promised Land. It was only when 10 came back and
said, "We can't do it," that everybody changed their mind and they began to get

infected with a negative attitude. Now, here's what's ironic, they said, "This place is
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filled with giants and we can't take them on and they're too big for us and too
powerful." 38 years later, when the next generation did get to go into the Promised
Land, you know what the enemy said? They said, "We have lived in panic for 40
years because we heard about the 10 plagues of Egypt. We heard about what your
God had done against the most powerful leader in the world, Pharaoh and we were
scared to death and we were ready to surrender. You needlessly walked around in
the wilderness for 40 years because we were scared to death of you.

Folks, we exaggerate our difficulties. Second thing we do when we see eyes of
fear...

2. We underestimate our own abilities.

We exaggerate the problem but we underestimate our own abilities. Numbers
13:33, “We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to
them.” Now, you talk about low self-esteem. They're saying, we're insects. We're
just a bunch of bugs compared to those guys. They're going to eat us for lunch. We
can't do that. Notice, they say, "We saw ourselves like grasshoppers in our own
eyes," that's their own self-image and it says, "And we look the same to them."
How do they know how they looked to the enemy? They didn't. There's a word for
this. It's called, projection. You tend to project your fears on everybody else around
you and that's what they're doing there. They're projecting their fears. They have
been slaves for 400 years, they have been freed, but they're still mentally enslaved
and the condition is, they still see themselves as helpless and they still see
themselves enslaved. They're enslaved not by a Pharaoh now but by an idea, by an
image, by a self-concept.

Now, let's just stop here for a minute. Because many years ago, people said
things about you and to you and behind your back that you overheard, that were
not true, but you believe them. They're not even in your life anymore. Some of

them are even dead and you're still believing their lies. You're still enslaved to their
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image of you. You had somebody, a parent or a partner or a friend or brother or
sister who said, "You're uncoordinated," and so you think you're uncoordinated. Or
"You're never going to amount to much," so you think you're never going to
amount to much. "You're not good at speaking," or on and on. They told you all
those things. You're not in Egypt anymore. That's a self-imposed prison.

Third thing that happens when you see with eyes of fear...

3. We get discouraged.

First, they overestimate the problem, second, they underestimate their own
ability. We're like insects. We're just grasshoppers. Third, they get discouraged.

Numbers 14:1 it says, “That night all the members of the community raised
their voices and wept aloud.” They had a giant pity party. And they're now crying
and weeping because they don't get to go into the Promised Land. What's keeping
them out is their fear. They're not living by faith. We get discouraged.

Then quickly, we move to number 4 and that is, we move from discouragement
to griping.

4. We start to gripe about all of our lives...

And everything that's going to go wrong in our lives. Numbers 14:2 after the
all-night pity party, it says, "All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron...
[They picked on the leaders.] ‘If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this
wilderness!’" First, they mourn and now they murmur. First, they cry and now,
they complain. What is it? It's discontent.

We exaggerate our difficulties, we underestimate our abilities, we get
discouraged, we gripe about our lives and then

5. We eventually give up and we blame God.

Numbers 14:3 they said, notice, "Why is the Lord bringing us to this land only
to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as

plunder. Wouldn t it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" You know what they're
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saying there? We don’t trust God. Notice, they're blaming God for not letting them
go in the Promised Land. God isn't holding them back. It's their fear that's holding
them back. They're second guessing. Now, all of a sudden they're remembering the
good old days of Egypt. Good old days? What's the good old days? Four hundred
years of slavery, why would anybody want to go back to Egypt?

Now, let me contrast that with what the Bible says happens when we start to
live our lives seeing everything by faith, learning to be a dreamer, learning to see
God's vision, learning to look at things not as they are but as they could be. How
do you do that and what difference does it make in my life? Let me explain this to
you. Write this down.

What happens when we see with eyes of faith? Six things.

1. Faith shrinks my problems.

You see, when you see your problem from God's point of view, then everything
gets a whole lot more manageable. If you have a big God, problems gets small. If
you got a small God, problems get big.

Now, when you come to the Lord and you're saying, "Lord, you're a big God
and you can handle this problem” then you can relax. Genesis 18:14, “Is anything
too hard for the Lord?” The answer is, obviously, no. Nothing is too hard for the
Lord. In Luke 1:37 (ESV), Jesus says, “For nothing will be impossible with God!”

Faith shrinks my problems.

2. Faith opens the door for a miracle.

Faith can move mountains. If you study the Bible and if you study history, you
find that every time God moves out on earth and does a miracle it's because
somebody believed. Faith opens the door to miracles. In Mark 11:22-24 Jesus said
this: "Have faith in God...Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go,

throw yourself into the sea,” and does not doubt in their heart but believes that



what they say will happen, it will be done for them. Therefore I tell you, whatever
you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours."

What is he talking about here? Telling a mountain to jump in the sea. God has
set up the universe in a hierarchy of laws and the law of faith is actually a higher
law than the laws of nature. That's where miracles come in. Because when faith is
used, the law of faith goes into practice and God set up the fact that the law of faith
can actually do more than the laws of physics. If you actually had real faith, you'd
say go jump into an ocean and the mountain would. Does God still perform
miracles today? Of course, he does.

One of the reasons I'm excited about this campaign is, during this series, the
Daring Faith series: Key to Miracles, we're going to see some miracles. Every time
you stretch your faith God does miracles — every single time. My question is, as
we're getting ready to start this series. What's the mountain in your life? What's the
mountain that needs to be moved? What's the thing and you look at that thing and
that thing has never moved, it hasn't moved, it's not going to move, it never will
move? What is the mountain in your life that you’re saying, "It's never going to
change"? You've already decided it. That's a self-defeating or self-fulfilling
prophecy. How do you know? Maybe God wants to do a law of faith superseding
the law of nature. He has in the past, He has in the present. He has done it all
around the world. Faith opens the door for miracles. God is in the mountain
moving business. You must not doubt.

Look at this verse in the screen, Matthew 13:58. “And he did not do many
miracles there because of their lack of faith.” Their lack of faith caused Jesus to
not do many miracles. You say, I don't see many miracles in my life. I wonder why.
Are you seeing with eyes of fear or are you seeing with the eyes of faith. Faith
shrinks my problems, it opens the door to miracles.

3. Faith moves God to act on my behallf.

10



Faith moves God to act on my behalf. Now, don't get me wrong when I say this,
it moves God to act on my behalf. I do not believe and I do not subscribe to the
health and wealth theology where God really ends up being a servant and that God
serves you rather than you serving God and in many versions of this, God becomes
a genie where you rub the bottle and you pray the prayer or you drop the 50 cent
piece into the slot machine or whatever, and then you hit the jackpot. No, God is
not your genie. God is God and you're not. He is not there to cater to your every
whim.

But, at the same time, Matthew 9:29 Jesus says this: "According to your faith
let it be done to you." God says, you get to choose how much I bless your life.
According to your faith, it will be done to you. Do you want to know why God has
blessed my life? Not because I deserve it because I don't. Not because I'm smarter
than everybody else because I'm not. Maybe because I'm better looking... nah, just
kidding. Not because of any human thing at all. God has worked in my life because
I humbly expect him to. I expect him to use me. God does exactly what you expect
him to do.

I have believed God for some really big things in my life, but I didn't start
there. It started by developing the muscle of faith a little at a time. I just kept
pressing and pushing and stretching. The Bible says, according to your faith, it will
be done to you. Any of you as a parent knows that as a mom or dad, fathers love to
bring pleasure to their kids and even more, to their grandkids. When they do that, it
brings them pleasure. It gives God pleasure providing for you. It gives God
pleasure watching you succeed. He goes, "That's my girl. She's being exactly who I
made her to be. That's my boy, he's being exactly who I made him to be." The
Bible says God takes pleasure in the success of his saints.

That brings me to the fourth benefit of faith...

4. Faith unlocks all the promises of God.
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I’ve talked about this many times here at church. There are over 7,000 promises
in this book, in the Bible from cover to cover, over 7,000 promises. They're like
blank checks waiting for you to claim them. If you want to be a person of faith, a
man of faith, or a woman of faith, you must learn to become a promise person.
Memorize the promises of God so that you can claim them in your life when you
need them. Now, what does God have to say about all 7,000 of those promises? 2
Corinthians 1:20, “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are
"Yes" in Christ.” Circle that, "Yes" in Christ. All of the promises that God has
made in his Bible, in His word, in His Scripture are "Yes" in Christ and faith
unlocks the promises of God.

5. Faith turns God-given dreams into reality.

Faith turns God-given dreams into reality. Now, this is so important. We're
going to spend an entire session on it during this campaign on daring to dream
because nothing happens until somebody starts dreaming. I want to challenge you
to dream about your relationships, to dream about your marriage, a family, your
career. We're going to dream together about the future of this church. We're going
to go through a dreaming period time. The Bible is full of people who had
God-given dreams. Abraham dreamed of being the father of a great nation. Moses
dreamed of setting the people free. Joseph dreamed of saving the nation and his
own family. Daniel and Paul and David, over and over and over, all through the
Scripture, all kinds of people who were inspiring dreamers. They didn't even have
a verse that we have today. It is this verse, Ephesians 3:20, “Now glory be to God,
who by his mighty power at work within us is able to do far more than we would
ever dare to ask or even dream of—infinitely beyond our highest prayers, desires,
thoughts, or hopes.”

Number six, let me just end with this one,

6. Faith gives me power to hold on in tough times.
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This 1s why we are doing Daring Faith for 10 weeks because it unlocks the
promises of God and it shows us the power of God and it turns dreams into reality
and it gives me the power to hold on in tough times. Why is this one important?
Because faith doesn't always take you out of the problem. You know that. Faith
often takes you through the problem. Faith doesn't always take away the pain. Faith
gives you the ability to handle the pain. Faith doesn't make life heaven on earth.
This world is never going to be heaven on earth. Things are never going to go
perfectly on this planet. You will always have pain and you will always have
suffering in your life. Faith gives you the ability to handle it. It didn't take you out
of the storm, it calms you in the storm.

I remember reading the stories of Corrie ten Boom who was a young woman
sent to the Nazi death camps, the prison concentration death camps of Buchenwald
and Auschwitz. She said that the people who lasted in those camps were those who
had the deepest faith. Why? Because faith gives me the power to hold on in tough
times. It produces persistence. It gives you the ability to bounce back. Study after
study after study after study has shown that probably, the most
important characteristic you could teach a child and probably the most important
characteristic you need in your own life if you're going to make it in life is actually
resilience. It's the ability to bounce back. It's the ability to keep going. Why?
Because nobody goes through your life with an unbroken chain of successes.
Everybody has failures, flops, duds, mistakes. We all embarrass ourselves. Nobody
goes through life scot-free. We all have pains. We all have problems. We all have
pressures. The people who make it in life have resiliency.

The Bible says in 2 Corinthians 4:8-9, Paul's testimony, “We are pressed on
every side by troubles, but we're not crushed and we're not broken. We're
perplexed,[that means we’re confused and we don't know why this happened.

We're perplexed,] but we don't give up and quit. We're attacked but God never
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abandons us. We get knocked down, but we're not knocked out. [He says,] we get
up and we keep going!” Where do you get resilience like that? Faith.

Now, do you see why you need to work on strengthening your faith probably
more than anything else and why we're going to spend 10 weeks on it? Because it
is faith that does these six things; shrinks my problems, opens the door for
miracles, moves God to act on my behalf, unlocks all of the promises of God, turns
dreams into reality and gives me the power to hold on in tough times. By the way,
faith is the way we get to know God. John 3:16 says, “God so loved the world that
He gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him [that means, has faith
in Him], shall not perish but have eternal life. It's how we get to know God.

So, faith starts when you believe in Jesus as your only Savior. As the one who
can forgive you of your sins. Because we are saved not because of our good works
but by the finished work of Jesus on the cross. By the grace of God we are saved.
The Bible says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is

not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.”
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