
The Bible: Does It Still Matter Today? 

“For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged 
sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges 
the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” (Hebrews 4:12) 
 

​ Good morning! It’s so great to see you all today. We’re starting a new series 

and I’m calling it “Back to B.A.S.I.C.S.” At this time, many students have gone 

back to school already to continue to learn and so I’d like us to go back to the 

basics of our faith to continue to learn. We must keep learning. As I mentioned last 

week, the Daring Faith campaign has just started and one of the things we’d like to 

keep on doing is to grow to spiritual maturity. 

​ So, the series we’re starting is called “Back to B.A.S.I.C.S.”. What are these 

basics? The Bible, Assurance of Salvation, Service, Intimacy with God, 

Christlikeness, and Sharing Jesus. 

​ Let’s start at the very beginning. A very good place to start. When you read 

you begin with…the Bible. So, I’ve entitled this message today, “The Bible: Does 

It Still Matter Today?” 

Let me ask you a simple question. Do we really still need the Bible today? 

I know that sounds like a strange question to ask in church. We are 

Christians. We believe the Bible. We bring our Bibles to church. Some of us have 

several Bibles at home. Some of us have a Bible on our phones, a Bible on our 

tablet, and maybe a Bible sitting on the nightstand that we haven't opened in a 

while. 

But let me ask the question again: Does the Bible still matter today? 

Because we live in a very different world from the world in which the Bible 

was written. We have AI. We have smartphones. We have social media. We can 

communicate instantly with someone on the other side of the world. We have 

Google, YouTube, podcasts, news feeds, and thousands of voices telling us what to 
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believe and how to live. If you have a question today, you don't necessarily ask 

your parents, your pastor, or run to the library. You pull out your phone. You type a 

question. Or ask, “Hey Siri”and within seconds, you have thousands of answers. 

So someone might say, “Pastor, the Bible was written thousands of years 

ago. How can a book written in an ancient world possibly speak to the world we're 

living in today?” 

That's actually a very important question. Because if the Bible is merely an 

ancient religious book, then perhaps we should put it in a museum alongside other 

ancient writings.But if the Bible really is the Word of God, then something very 

different is true. 

Here’s the thing: The Bible may be an ancient book, but it is not an outdated 

book. And that's what Hebrews 4:12 is telling us. “For the word of God is 

alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 

dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of 

the heart.” 

Notice that the writer doesn't say the Word of God was alive. He says it is 

alive. It doesn't say it was active. It says it is active. So, the Bible is not simply a 

record of what God said a long time ago. It is the living Word of God speaking to 

people today. And that's why the Bible still matters. 

​ Now, in a few moments I’m going to share with you four reasons why the 

Bible still matters. But before that let me just establish the fact that the Bible is true 

and can be relied on. That it contains facts and not just fantastic stories that 

skeptics have accused it of having.  

​ In my past sermons, I have shared with you the reasons why we can trust the 

Bible as the Word of God. One reason is because of divine inspiration. While 

human authors wrote the texts, they were guided by God’s Holy Spirit to convey 
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His message accurately. 1 Timothy 3:16 says that all Scripture is inspired by God. 

Therefore, it doesn’t contain any errors. 

​ Another reason is because of fulfilled prophecy. The Bible contains 

numerous prophecies that have been fulfilled with remarkable precision. For 

example, Isaiah foretold the suffering of the Messiah centuries before Jesus’ birth, 

and Micah predicted His birthplace (Isaiah 53:5; Micah 5:2). Jesus Himself 

affirmed that all Scripture concerning Him would be fulfilled (Luke 24:44). The 

fulfillment of over 300 prophecies in Christ’s life demonstrates the Bible’s 

predictive accuracy. 

​ Then, there’s also the reason of historical and archaeological accuracy. 

Archaeological discoveries and historical records corroborate many biblical 

accounts, including cities, rulers, and events such as the destruction of Jerusalem 

and Tyre.  

​ There are other reasons but let me share with you another interesting reason 

why you can believe the trueness of biblical accounts. And this time I’m going to 

cite a linguistic reason. A reason based on an analysis of some Chinese characters. 

Now, there’s a caveat here. Because there are some who dispute this finding. It’s up 

to you to decide. You can do your own research. I just find it interesting.  

​ There’s a book called “The Discovery of Genesis”. It is subtitled “How the 

Truths of Genesis Were Found Hidden in the Chinese Language.”  

​ Anyone who is Chinese here? Or someone who knows how to write Chinese 

characters? Maybe Arnel? I’m asking so you can confirm what I’m going to share 

from that book.  

​ Basically, the authors of this book explore the structure of ancient Chinese 

characters and propose that many of them reflect ideas found in the opening 

chapters of the Bible. For example, the Chinese character for the word create is 

this: Create. 
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​ Then, garden. Then, forbidden. Then, tempter. Then, covet. Then this last 

one is what blew me away, righteousness.  

​ According to the authors, the earliest Chinese writings evolved around the 

time of the Tower of Babel. Apparently, some people who left the Tower of Babel 

settled in China and then invented the Chinese writing system, the ideographs. And 

so they tried to capture some stories they heard about the creation through pictures. 

This view, btw, is held by the Institute of Creation Research and Answers in 

Genesis, two Christian organizations. You can read the book but you can find 

similar teachings about this on YouTube. Anyway, you cannot ignore the evidences 

that point to the veracity or trueness of the Bible. 

​ Now, let us look at the 4 reasons why the Bible still matters today. 

1. BECAUSE IT IS THE LIVING WORD OF GOD 

Hebrews 4:12 starts with, “For the word of God is alive and active…” Think 

about those two words: Alive. Active.  

You know, some of us have Bibles that are very active. Unfortunately, 

they're active in only one direction. They move from the house to the car... from 

the car to the church... from the church to the car again…then it stays in the car 

until the next Sunday when it becomes active again. That car should be a Christian 

by now. 

But Hebrews says God's Word is alive and active. It was never meant to be 

merely something we own. It is something God uses to work in us. 

Obviously, the Bible is not alive in the biological sense. It doesn't breathe or 

walk around. What the Hebrews writer means is that God's Word is continually 

alive and continually at work. 

You see, God's Word doesn't become irrelevant simply because centuries 

have passed. Isaiah 40:8 says: “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of 

our God will stand forever.” 
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​ We know that people change and culture, technology, fashion, political 

opinions, even the language we use, they all change. As one philosopher wrote, 

“There is nothing permanent except change.”  

But God's Word doesn’t change. It is permanent. Jesus says in Matthew 

24:35: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.” 

Think about that. Jesus doesn't say, “My words will remain popular.” He doesn't 

say, “My words will always be politically correct.” He says: “My words will not 

pass away.” That's why Christians don't build their lives on whatever happens to be 

trending this year. Because trends come and go. Opinions come and go. 

But truth remains. 

Think about your smartphone. A few years ago, you may have had an older 

phone that you thought was amazing. You took pictures with it. You texted with it. 

You used it for directions. And then a new phone came out. Suddenly your phone 

felt ancient. You look at it and think, “How did I ever survive with this thing?” 

Folks, technology becomes outdated very quickly. But God's Word doesn't 

need an annual software update. The Bible doesn't need a new version because God 

doesn't need to improve His truth. 

Now, humanity has changed enormously in the last 2,000 years. Our 

lifestyles have changed. Our way of doing things have changed. We have become 

more efficient and effective. But human beings haven't changed nearly as much as 

we think.  

We still struggle with pride. 

We still struggle with anger. 

We still struggle with jealousy. 

We still struggle with greed. 

We still struggle with temptation. 

We still struggle with fear. 
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We still struggle with loneliness. 

We still struggle with forgiveness. 

We still struggle with marriage. 

We still struggle with parenting. 

We still struggle with purpose. 

In other words, the technology has changed, but the human heart hasn't. As 

the Bible says, “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure. Who can 

understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9) 

And that's one reason the Bible still speaks so powerfully today. Which leads 

us to the second reason. 

2. THE BIBLE STILL MATTERS BECAUSE IT SPEAKS TO THE HUMAN 

HEART 

Hebrews 4:12 continues: “…sharper than any double-edged sword…” And 

then it says that God's Word: “…judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.” 

You see, the Bible has an amazing ability to find exactly where we are.  

Have you ever been sitting in church and the pastor starts preaching about 

something, and you think, “I hope my spouse is listening to this.” And then the 

pastor keeps preaching. And now you're thinking, “Pastor, you need to talk to my 

spouse.” And then suddenly the pastor says something that applies to you. And 

you're thinking, “Okay, Pastor. That's enough. Let's move on.” 

Isn't it amazing how we can sit under God's Word and immediately think 

about everybody who needs to hear it—except ourselves? “My husband needs 

this.” “My wife needs this.” “My children need this.” “My boss REALLY needs 

this.” And God says, “Actually, I'm talking to you.” 

That's what makes God's Word so powerful. Hebrews says it judges the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart. Meaning, it knows what’s inside your heart 

and exposes them. And makes you aware of them.  
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This is fascinating. The Bible doesn't merely tell us what to do. It tells us 

who we are. It doesn't just address our behavior. It addresses our hearts. We can 

fool other people. We can even fool ourselves. But we cannot fool God. 

​ When Daddy Lino, Bel’s dad, was still alive, he was stubborn. He smoked a 

lot and drank a lot. While in college, Bel would always ask his dad to come to 

church. He would refuse. Until one day, he decided to come to church. To Bel that 

was a miracle. 

​ So, he came to church. After church, he confronted Bel. He said, “I won’t be 

going back to that church again.” Bel wondered. “Why? What is wrong? Did 

anyone treat you bad?” “No,” he replied. “I don’t like your pastor.” “Why?” She 

asked again. “He kept on talking about me. About what I do. He said that smoking 

is bad and drinking is bad. That they’re not good for me. Maybe you talked to him 

about me.” Bel was surprised because he never talked to his pastor about his dad. 

And then she realized that it was God’s Word that convicted him.  

​ Have you ever felt the same way? Like, perhaps, when you’re listening to 

me or to a preacher on TV or YouTube or even Facebook?  

1 Samuel 16:7 says: “The Lord does not look at the things people look at. 

People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” And 

Hebrews says God's Word gets right there. Into the heart. Into our motives. Into our 

thoughts. Into the things we don't necessarily tell anybody else. That's why 

sometimes you read a passage you've read twenty times, and suddenly it feels like 

God is speaking directly to you. 

Have you ever experienced that? You read something you've read before, 

and suddenly you think: “Wait a minute. Is God telling me something?” 

You read: “Be kind to one another…” — Ephesians 4:32 And suddenly you 

remember the person you're angry with. 
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You read: “Do not be anxious about anything…” — Philippians 4:6 And 

suddenly you realize how much you've been worrying. 

You read: “Do not judge by appearances…” — John 7:24 And suddenly you 

realize you've already made a judgment about someone. 

You read: “Forgive one another…” — Colossians 3:13 And suddenly a 

person's name comes to mind. 

That's the Bible doing what Hebrews 4:12 says it does. It gets inside us. 

The Bible still matters because it is the Living Word of God, it speaks to the 

human heart and  

3. IT GUIDES US IN A CONFUSING WORLD 

We live in a world with more choices than ever. And yet sometimes more 

choices create more confusion. Every day somebody is telling us:  

“This is how you should live.” 

“This is what will make you happy.” 

“This is what success looks like.” 

“This is what marriage should look like.” 

“This is what you should value.” 

“This is what you should pursue.” 

“This is what you should believe.” 

And if we aren't careful, we can spend our entire lives being shaped by 

voices we don't even realize are shaping us. 

That's why Psalm 119:105 says: “Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on 

my path.”  Notice something about that verse. It doesn't say God's Word is a 

spotlight showing us the next twenty years. It says it is a lamp to my feet. A lamp 

gives you enough light to take the next step. 
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Sometimes we want God to show us the whole road. “Lord, show me what's 

going to happen next year.” “Show me where I'll be five years from now.” “Show 

me exactly how this situation will turn out.” 

But God says: “I will give you enough light for the next step.” 

That's faith. You don't need to know the entire road when you know the One who is 

leading you. 

The Bible still matters because it is the Living Word of God, it speaks to the 

human heart, it guides us in a confusing world, and the fourth reason is that  

4. THE BIBLE STILL MATTERS BECAUSE IT POINTS US TO JESUS 

This is perhaps the most important point. We don't read the Bible simply to 

become more knowledgeable. We read the Bible to know God. And ultimately, the 

Bible points us to Jesus. Jesus says in John 5:39: “You study the 

Scriptures diligently because you think that in them you have eternal life. These are 

the very Scriptures that testify about me.” 

The purpose of Scripture is not simply: “Read more books.” It's: “Know 

Christ.” When you read Genesis, you see God's creation and His purposes. When 

you read Exodus, you see God's deliverance. When you read the Psalms, you see 

people crying out to God in fear, joy, sorrow, and worship. When you read the 

prophets, you see God's holiness, justice, mercy, and promises. And when you 

come to the New Testament, you see those promises fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  

The Bible is ultimately telling one great story: God pursuing people who 

have wandered away from Him and bringing them back through Jesus Christ. 

That's why the Bible matters. Because Jesus still matters. 

BUT HERE IS THE PROBLEM: WE CAN HAVE THE BIBLE WITHOUT 

LETTING THE BIBLE HAVE US 

This is where the message becomes personal. We can own the Bible without 

reading it. We can read the Bible without understanding it. We can understand the 
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Bible without obeying it. And we can even teach the Bible without allowing the 

Bible to change us. 

James 1:22 says: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 

yourselves. Do what it says.” 

That's a powerful warning. The goal isn't simply to finish a Bible reading 

plan. Or to memorize hundreds of scriptures. The goal is to allow God's Word to 

finish its work in us. We shouldn't ask only: “What does this passage mean?” We 

should also ask: “What is God asking me to do?” 

Maybe the Bible tells you to forgive someone. Maybe God is telling you to 

stop carrying something you've been carrying for years. Maybe the Bible tells you 

to reconcile. Maybe it tells you to stop lying. Maybe it tells you to control your 

anger. Maybe it tells you to be generous. Maybe it tells you to love someone who 

isn't easy to love. Maybe it tells you to trust God when you're afraid. Maybe it tells 

you to surrender something you've been unwilling to surrender. Maybe it tells you 

to stop buying lotto tickets. Maybe it tells you to stop Maritess.  

And sometimes we close the Bible and say:  “Lord, that's a very interesting 

passage.” And God says: “I wasn't giving you an interesting passage. I was giving 

you an instruction.” 

That's the difference between reading the Bible and living the Bible. 

SO, DOES THE BIBLE STILL MATTER TODAY? 

Let me answer the question very simply. Yes. It mattered to someone named 

George Palmer.  

Let me read to you the story of George Palmer and his gang of violent men. 

This is a story from godreports.com and is entitled, “The Plot to Kill Billy 

Graham.” 

“George Palmer and his boys, armed with concealed zip guns, didn’t go to 

the Billy Graham crusade to hear him preach. They went to kill him. 
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Palmer had hated God ever since he lost his father to a heart attack at age 

seven. 

“I was just so angry with God,” he testifies on a Billy Graham Evangelistic 

Association video on YouTube. 

George Palmer’s father died in Western Australia after planting 100 cherry 

trees. He had a heart attack and was rushed to the hospital, but doctors couldn’t 

save him. 

“I’ll never forget when I was told that my dad had died, I just couldn’t 

handle that,” George remembers. “I remember going up to the top paddock, and I 

screamed at God. 

“I hate you. I hate you with all my heart. I will never love.” 

The anger grew in his heart. He was a troublemaker in school and in the 

neighborhood. People knew him by his bad reputation and this reinforced his 

growing bitterness. 

“I was always told I would amount to nothing. If you tell a person that 

continually, that’s what you believe, that you’re worthless, you’re useless.” 

In his youth, he led a violent gang that harmed many others and clashed with 

rivals. “I had a vile temper,” he says. 

One day, after beating their rivals in a street fight, George and his nine 

associates captured the rival gang leader and, subduing him, drove a car over his 

hand backwards and forwards, crushing every bone in his hand. 

“It’s all I ever thought of, hurting people,” he says. 

That’s when he and his boys heard that Billy Graham was coming in 1959 to 

preach across Australia. They hated Christianity and God. 

“Billy Graham stood for something I detested,” George says. “It was 

something that drove me day by day.” 
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They planned to attend the crusade in Melbourne, determined to kill the 

internationally famous evangelist. 

“I made up 10 zip guns, so each member had one of those,” he says. “I said 

to the guys, ‘Come on. We’re going on the green. We spaced ourselves so that we 

could see each other around where Billy Graham was preaching. 

“We decided that…during the appeal, we would kill Billy Graham.” 

They clutched their zip guns — homemade guns — and eyed each other as 

the message prolonged. The appeal would inevitably come, a chance for people to 

leave their seats in the stadium and come to the front and accept Jesus. 

As they waited tensely through the message, George looked at the masses of 

people cramming the cricket stadium. It seemed strange to him that so many people 

would want to hear the Word of God. 

“What the dickens are all these people doing here?” he wondered. 

Then a voice spoke to him. 

What are you doing here, George? 

He turned around. There was no one there. 

This unnerved George. 

“Ok, I know this is You, God,” he said in his head. “You took my dad. You 

hurt me so much. Why should I love you? Why should I care about you?” 

God spoke to him once more: George, I didn’t take your dad to hurt you. I 

would never hurt you. 

George hadn’t cried since he was 7 years old. He began blubbering. 

As the appeal came, George set his zip gun down on the grass and ran to the 

front to accept Jesus. 

“Nine out of the 10 of us got converted that night. We were all a blubbering 

mess.” 

Since 1967, George has worked with the Salvation Army. 
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“God took this person who hated Him with every part of his being, and God 

loved him. It’s amazing how God can take a situation like we were in and change a 

life completely. I thank Him every day for that.” 

Folks, the Bible still matters today because people still matter to God. He is 

in the business of changing lives, and he does it through his Word. And as long as 

there are people who need hope, people who need direction, people who need 

forgiveness, people who need truth, people who need salvation, and people who 

need to know that God loves them—the Word of God will still matter. 

This week, don't simply ask: “Have I read my Bible?” Ask: “What has God 

said to me, and what am I going to do about it?” Because the Bible isn't asking 

merely for our attention. It is asking for our response. And when we open God's 

Word with a willing heart, we discover that the ancient words of Scripture are still 

speaking into the very modern realities of our lives. 

The Bible still matters. Because God's truth still matters. Because God's 

voice still matters. And most of all—Jesus still matters.  
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