STANDING FIRM IN THE MIDST OF CHAOS
PSALM 82:1-5

Good morning, Fil-Am! Those of you who are joining us online, too, I’'m
glad you’re with us this morning. Thank you as we start this new series I’'m calling
“Immovable”. I’'m looking forward to it. 7 weeks on one of the greatest lives in
history — the great prophet Daniel, who started out as a 15-year-old prisoner of war
and how he faced insurmountable odds and yet overcame them and experienced
victory. So, in this series, we’re going to look at how to hold on when life is
difficult and full of challenges.

Today it seems like all the values that create a healthy society have been
turned upside down. You agree with this? It’s amazing. Everything’s turned inside
out. Thousands of years ago, Isaiah warned that any culture is headed for collapse
when it reverses the values that created the health of that culture in the first place.

The Bible says in Isaiah 5:20, “Woe to those who call evil good and good
evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and
sweet for bitter.” He says you’re going to collapse. That culture is not going to last.

That, my friends, actually happened about 2700 years ago to the nation of
Israel. That nation had fallen into immorality and into injustice and into idolatry.
Any of those sound familiar? Idolizing things that aren’t God, treating people
unjustly and unfairly, and committing immorality.

Now, 100 years after Isaiah, the prophets Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Zephaniah
came on the scene and they kept prophesying just like Isaiah before them. They
said, “People, if we don’t get our act together, we’re going to lose our freedom.”
They were warning the nation of Israel that God was offended at their idolatry and
immorality and the injustice in society. And sure enough, about 600 B.C. the

emperor of the powerful Babylonian Empire invaded Israel. His name was



Nebuchadnezzar. It was the most powerful empire of its day. He came in and took
over the entire nation of Israel, destroyed the capital city of Jerusalem and took 25
percent of the nation as prisoners of war back to Babylon, which is modern-day
Iraq, and kept them there for 70 years. It was a total disaster. They lost their
freedom because they were not paying attention to what God had said. The
collapse of that culture shook everybody. Daniel was just a young teenage boy
when all this was happening.

Now, there was another prophet. His name was Asaph. Asaph was actually a
songwriter. He wrote 12 of the Psalms in the Bible. A lot of people think that
David was the only one who wrote Psalms but Moses wrote Psalms, Solomon
wrote Psalms and Asaph as I said. In Psalm 82:1-5, Asaph complains on God's
behalf, saying, “The leaders and the judges in your country are not playing fair, and
they’re corrupt. That’s the gist of what he was saying. Let me read now to you
Psalm 82:1-5 in full (RGT).

Now, notice that last word. It says “moved”. Other versions say shaken.
They connote the same idea. The idea of being agitated and disturbed and turned
upside down or inside out.

Here’s the thing, Asaph lived 400 years before the time of Daniel. So, God
had been warning Israel for a very, very long time. He sent prophets one after the
other during those years. But they did not listen. They did not change their ways.
Needless to say, they had it coming.

Does that sound familiar? All the foundations of the earth are moved and
shaken. Well, literally that’s happening in the Philippines because of the
earthquakes. But we’re talking here about something else. Something that’s
happening in the world today just like in the past. It seems like everything is being

moved or shaken today. Our economy and the foundations for our economy are



being moved. Our education and moral foundations are being moved. Religion is
being moved. Marriages are being moved. Families are being moved.

We’re living in a time of great upheaval where there’s a lot of movements
going on. But I’'m not here to talk about doom and gloom because the Bible is not
about doom and gloom. It’s about the answer. God says that no matter how bad the
world gets in a rapidly changing world and even in a decaying culture, God says |
want you to survive and not only that, thrive, and not only that, I want you to
overcome.

So, in this series called “Immovable” we’re going to look at the book of
Daniel, a great book in the Old Testament. This series is how to hold on no matter
what comes against you. It starts with a young boy who is seeing all this happen in
his life. His name was Daniel and he wrote the book of Daniel. Daniel was not a
famous prophet when he starts the story. It covers 70 years of his life from age 15
to age 85. He starts off as a prisoner of war. He ends up 70 years later as the second
most powerful man in the most powerful empire at that time without losing his
integrity. It’s an amazing story of lessons for everyone at every stage and age in our
culture and in our church.

This 15-year-old teenager watches the destruction of his nation and he’s
taken as a prisoner of war with everyone else. He would never see his parents
again, never see his family again, never see his homeland of Israel again. He would
spend the rest of his life living in a foreign, hostile culture. The book of Daniel
teaches how to thrive no matter what they throw at you.

We’re going to study his life in detail the next seven weeks together. But
today I want to just set up the theme. I’ve entitled this message, “Standing Firm in

the Midst of Chaos”.



Now, this is how the book of Daniel starts. I’m just going to read you the
first seven verses and then we’re going to look at the theme. Here’s what the first
seven verses of this book say. Read Daniel 1:1-7.

So, this is the start of Israel’s exile to Babylon. It started with a siege. The
Babylonians completely surrounded Jerusalem for one-and-a-half years. Then
when the Israelites were weak and helpless, the Babylonians attacked Jerusalem.

Have you ever been besieged? Have you ever felt besieged by all the
problems in your life? By all the work you’ve got to do and you don’t have the
time and the money and the energy to do it? Have you ever felt like things were
caving in on you? This is the way Daniel and the people of Jerusalem felt. They
were besieged by Nebuchadnezzar’s army.

Then notice, “...the Lord delivered Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand.”
(v. 2) What? Nebuchadnezzar is not a godly man. He’s not Jewish. He’s not
Christian. He’s a total pagan. I’'m not going to get into this but I will just say this:
God often uses pagan leaders to discipline his own children. He did it with
Pharaoh. He did it with Cyrus the Persian. He did it with Darius the Mede. He did
it with Nebuchadnezzar. God often uses ungodly leaders to do his will. He let
Nebuchadnezzar discipline his own children, the Israelites.

One thing [ want you to notice too. It says, “...bring into the king's
service...young men without any physical defect, handsome, showing aptitude for
every kind of learning, well informed, quick to understand.” (v. 3-4)

Did you notice, those are the same qualities that we value in our culture
today. Beauty, brains, and brawn. Our society is built on, if you’re not
academically proficient, and if you don’t have athletic ability and if you don’t have
great looks you’re nothing. This is the culture of the world. Back then, that’s what

they valued. Today, that’s what our society values, too.



Then they put these young teenage boys through a three-year cultural
indoctrination program. They were to eat only Babylonian food and they were to
be trained for three years. Then it also says they were given new Babylonian
names. So, Daniel is now Belteshazzar. And his three companions, we’re more
familiar with their Babylonian names, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.

What’s going on here? What’s going on here is they are systematically
reprogramming these Jewish teens. They said you’re not going to be Jews
anymore. You’re going to be like us, Babylonians. We’re going to replace your
culture with ours.

Imagine, you’re a 15-year-old kid and your life suddenly is turned upside
down. You’re never going to see your parents again. Yet even though his life is
shaken to the foundations, Daniel, grows into a great, great man of God, one of the
greatest prophets in the Bible. And while keeping his integrity and his faith intact
in the years ahead in a hostile culture, he keeps getting promoted and promoted.
And he 1s promoted five different times. And he serves and he outlasts three
different empires of two different cultures. First the Babylonians takes over the
Assyrians and then he serves under two Babylonian emperors. Then they’re taken
over by the Persians, by Cyrus the Great. So he outlasts three administrations. And
Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus the Great acknowledge the greatness of God when they
see Daniel’s life. He’s an amazing man.

We’re not going to look at his life in detail this weekend. But we’re going to
look at the theme for the whole series. That is, what should you do when your life
is upended? When your world is shaken up by death, a divorce, a failure, a
bankruptcy, and a hundred other things that could upend your life? How can you

thrive in this culture? How can you be immovable?



We’re going to start this journey with just three simple suggestions today.
We’ll get into the actual life of Daniel next week. Today sets up the theme for the
entire series.

First suggestion when your life is thrown into chaos,

1. DON’T BE SURPRISED BY ADVERSITY.

That’s the first thing we’re going to learn from this young man Daniel. Don’t be
surprised by adversity.

Although the collapse of the nation of Israel was a shock, it wasn’t unexpected.
Because the prophets Jeremiah and Zephaniah and others had been saying to
people on the streets, “We’re going to lose our freedom if we don’t wise up and
stop all this idolatry and other stuff.” As a teenager, Daniel had been hearing this.
He heard these preachers.

Here’s what the Bible says in 1 Peter 4:12. “Dear friends, do not be surprised
at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something strange
were happening to you.” He’s saying shake-ups are a normal part of life in a
broken world. Everybody is broken, we don’t have healthy minds, healthy
emotions. The weather is broken; the economy is broken. So, we shouldn’t expect
things to be perfect here on earth.

Jesus also says in John 16:33. “In this world you will have trouble. But take
heart! I have overcome the world.” Jesus warned us that adversity was going to be
a part of life. Don’t be surprised. Don’t be shocked. But you need to be immovable.

Some of you are facing great adversity. It may be in the area of finances. Or
in the area of your health or a loved one’s health. Or in the area of marriage and
relationships with your children, co-workers or even churchmates, or in the area of
your career or school. Yes, we all face adversity. Every one of us is not immune to

problems, stresses, difficult situations, hardships.



You know what the typical response is when you go through a crisis? The
typical human response when I or you go through a crisis is this: we figure out
who’s to blame. Whose fault 1s it?

You know, as long as you’re fixing the blame you can’t fix the problem. I
mentioned this last week. To blame is to be lame. That’s how you spell blame. So
when you blame other people you’re just perpetuating the problem. You’re not
solving anything. Politicians love to blame each other. Blame is lame. But, some
people blame God for what is happening to them or what’s happening in the world.
They feel like God is not a good God. Worse, that there is no God.

I remember the story of Chuck Templeton. He was a contemporary of the
late Billy Graham. In fact, when they were young, in their early 20’s, Templeton
was admired more than Graham because he was a more effective speaker, able to
move his hearers with his eloquent preaching.

One day, Templeton saw on the cover of Time magazine, a woman in Africa
who was cradling in her thin arms the emaciated body of her child in the middle of
a dry and parched land. And Templeton asked questions like, “If God is good, why
does God let this happen? If God is in control, why can he not prevent famines and
other calamities from taking place? Maybe there is no God because of all the
hardships in the world.” As a result, he lost his faith in God, stopped preaching,
and left religion altogether. It’s a sad story but it’s true. And as someone who went
through a similar experience but by the grace of God, was revived spiritually, I
want you to know that we must not blame God for what is going on in our lives or
in this world. What’s happening is to be expected because we are broke and we are
living in a broken world.

So, instead of asking whose fault it is, you need to be asking what should I
do? Here’s the second step based on that. Anytime your world is shaken up,

2. LOOK FOR WAYS THAT GOD MIGHT USE IT FOR GOOD.



Look for ways because God wants to use everything, even the bad things in
your life, to bring good out of them. Jeremiah 29:11 says this. “‘For I know the
plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future.’”

You know, the devil has bad plans for your life. He wants to destroy you. God
has plans and his plans are always good. They’re to give you hope and they’re to
give you a future.

I’m going to give you a sneak peek at where we’re going in the next six weeks.
Because in Daniel’s life God did three things with the problems that he had to face.
And they are the same three things God wants to do in your life regardless of what
kind of problems you’re going through. So you might write these down. It’s kind of
an index for Daniel’s life.

e Sometimes God shakes things up in my life to inspect me.

To inspect me. What [ mean by that is God will bring a problem in my life that
reveals a motivation that’s out of whack. Or a character or a thought or an emotion
or a motive. He examines it and he checks it out. He does it all the time.

Somebody said people are like tea bags. You don’t know what’s in them until
you drop them in hot water. God will use problems to inspect you and show you
what’s wrong, what’s out of whack in your life.

Of course, God already knows what’s going on in you. He doesn’t need any
problems to tell him. He knows you better than you do. When God allows a
problem in your life it’s because he wants you to know what’s out of whack. And
sometimes when you’re in a crisis and your whole world is shaken, God is saying |
want you to see what [ want you to work on in your life.

Jeremiah 17:10 says this: “I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to

reward each person according to their conduct, according to what their deeds



deserve.” Notice, God examines your motives. He looks at the heart. He looks at
the motivation.

God inspects us because he’s much more interested in your integrity than he is
in your image. Image is what everybody else can see. Integrity is what you are in
the dark. Integrity is what you are when nobody’s listening, nobody’s watching.
And God says I want to test you so you can see your own heart.

You know, it took the Israelites 40 years to get across the desert from Egypt
after they escaped from slavery. Thing is, you can walk across the Sinai in a couple
of weeks or a couple of months depending on the route you take. It took them 40
years. Why did it take them 40 years to get from Egypt to the Promised Land?
Because the Bible says that while they were in the desert God kept testing them to
show them that their faith was insufficient. They weren’t ready to go into the
Promised Land. And the Bible says that over those 40 years God gave them ten
tests. And every time they failed God would say, “Okay... another lap around the
desert.” Some of them died in the desert. They spent their entire life there. They

€

didn’t pass the test. Deuteronomy 8:2 says this: “. .. God led you all the way in the
desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was
in your heart, whether or not you'd keep his commands.” When God takes you
through a desert he’s doing it for the same reason.

What is the desert or wilderness of your life? It’s when you can’t feel God at all.
It’s when God seems silent. It’s in those moments when your faith is tested. You
see, you’re not living by faith until you don’t have any feelings. The question is,
“Will you do the right thing even though you don’t feel it?”

God is testing you. What matters is not how high you jump when you feel God
in a worship concert. The test is how straight you walk when you don’t feel God

during the rest of the week. Will you trust God, will you obey God even when you

don’t feel him?



The Bible often compares problems to a refining fire. When they get the
impurities out of gold and silver, they put it in a vat and heat it all up and it burns
off the impurities. When you’re going through the fire and you’re suffering God is
burning off the impurities in your life. God is testing you. What’s he testing? God
is seeing if you really believe what you claim to believe. You say, God is first in
my life. When the heat is on, is he sidelined? You say, I have integrity, but are you
going to lower your standards because you want to be popular and approved by the
people at work or school? You say, I’'m totally committed to you God. But when
the pressure 1s on, do you give up and walk away?

I want you to write down a question. I’'m going to give you a question with each
of these. Here’s the question to ask about when God uses problems to inspect me:

What does this problem reveal about me?

e Here’s another reason. Sometimes God shakes things up in my life not to

inspect me but to correct me.

God wants to correct you. This is exactly what happened in the nation of Israel
2500 years ago. I told you they’d fallen into deep idolatry and God said, ’'m going
to cure you of that addiction. So God allowed them to be hauled off into a foreign
country for 70 years. When they came back 70 years later, they were cured. Israel
stopped the practice of idolatry. They struggled with it but in general they repented
of it. In fact, later on, I’ll give you the seven things that changed in the nation of
Israel after being in that captivity for 70 years. And they were all good things.

Here’s a very important verse, Hebrews 12:8-11. “If you are not
disciplined—and everyone undergoes discipline—then you are not legitimate, not
true sons and daughters at all... God disciplines us for our good, in order that we
may share in his holiness. No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.
Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who

have been trained by it.”
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Did you benefit from correction growing up? Of course you did. It’s how you
learned to walk, talk, eat, bathe, read, write and everything else. You learned
because somebody cared enough to correct you. A parent that doesn’t correct their
children doesn’t love their children. Correction is proof that ’'m part of God’s
family.

So here’s the question: What is this problem teaching me?

Instead of going, “Why me?” Instead of asking, “Why?” you should ask,
“What?”” Don’t ask why when you go through problems. Ask, “What? What should
I be learning?” Not why is this happening to me but what should I be learning?
Because God uses problems to correct you.

Sometimes God uses problems to shake things up to inspect me. Sometimes
God shakes things up in my life to correct me.

e And sometimes God uses things and problems to perfect me.

In short, to make you more like Jesus Christ. To grow your character. Edith
Margaret Clarkson years ago wrote a book called Grace Grows Best in Winter. She
says it’s possible to grow during the bright fair weather times. But growth is faster
and deeper often during your darkest days. Like when you lose a child. And that’s
where you grow deep.

I want you to write this down: Pain is the high cost of growth. If you want to
grow up, if you want to be mature there is no way to do it without pain. Pain is the
cost of growing up. It’s a clich€ but it is true: no pain, no gain. There is no maturity
without growing pains. And the very thing that discourages you is the very thing
that God is using to develop you.

When you learn this, you’re going to be immovable in life, like Daniel was.
We’re going to see all these things in his life. And there is a reward coming. 1 Peter

5:10 (NASB), the Bible says this: “After you have suffered for a little while, the
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God of all grace, who called you to His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself
perfect, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.”

Why? Because you’re not taking your car or your cash or your career or your
clothes or your china to Heaven. You’re taking your character. God is not
interested in making your life easy on this earth. He’s interested in growing your
character.

So how do you stand firm in the midst of life’s chaos? Here it 1s, finally.

3. TRUST GOD FOR WHAT I DON’T UNDERSTAND.

When there’s a problem in my life and I go, this one does not make sense. |
don’t get it. Then I trust God for what I don’t understand knowing that he has my
best interest at heart.

Let me share with you two verses. First, it’s in Proverb 20:24, “A person s steps
are directed by the Lord. How then can anyone understand their own way?” Since
the Lord is directing ydour steps why try to understand everything that happens
along the way. It’s foolish. You trying to understand God's ways is like an ant
trying to understand the internet. You don’t have the brain capacity. God is God
and you’re not. So what do you do when you don’t understand? You trust.

And another verse. Proverbs 3:5-6, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding, in all your ways submit to him, and he will
make your paths straight.”

They key to be immovable is to trust God with all your heart. Notice it doesn’t
say, with your mind, with your intellect, with your reason but with your heart. We
cannot understand our own selves, can we expect to understand God’s ways? As
God says and this is our last verse, “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither
are your ways my ways.” (Is. 55:8) He is sovereign and he is also loving. Just trust

God.
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Going back to the story of Chuck Templeton and Billy Graham. So, Chuck
became an agnostic and he doubted God and the Bible. One day, he met Billy at a
hotel in Los Angeles where the latter was staying. In a few days, Billy was going to
conduct an evangelistic crusade in downtown Los Angeles. Chuck presented his
case before Billy. He tried to convince him that the Bible is not reliable, that God
may not be real. He sowed seeds of doubt in Billy’s mind.

After Chuck left, Billy became confused. He started to doubt. But he knew
much was at stake. He couldn’t throw away his faith just like that. So, he went
outside the hotel, walked up a hill and he placed his Bible on a tree stump. He knelt
before it and prayed, “Lord, I don’t understand everything that’s written on your
Word and I don’t have the answers to Chuck’s questions. But, by faith, I trust your
Word and I know that it’s true.” He went away leaving everything in God’s hands.
And you know what, God blessed his crusade in LA so much that what was just
one week originally, turned to three months. He saw people coming to Jesus every
night and he saw lives being transformed. There was the case of a foul-mouthed
radio broadcaster, just like Howard Stern, who was converted and afterwards
promoted Billy on the radio. It was that crusade that launched his career as an
evangelist.

Billy and Daniel stood firm in the midst of adversity. I hope we’ll do likewise.
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