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Founded on God’s Dream for Your Life 

Jeremiah 29:11 

 

Today I am very excited. It’s the first Sunday of the new year and I’d like us 

to talk about about the future vision that God has both for our church, and for our 

lives individually. Now, I want to begin with a question. How many of you are 

goal setters? Like at the beginning of the year, you set goals, you write them out, 

you jot down your new year’s resolution or resolutions. How many of you are like, 

"That's for somebody else?" Just out of curiosity. Okay, that's great. I guess 

everybody else is in between. 

I want to share something with you that might be a bit sobering. Studies 

show that when people set New Year's resolutions, or goals for the new year, by 

the time they get to the end of the first quarter, less than 50% of people will 

actually remember, or still be focused on that goal. Now, that might not seem very 

uncommon, or unrealistic, like yeah, I get that. But by the end of the year, less than 

6% of people will still be pursuing their dreams or goals for the year. 

I share that with you because I think a lot of the challenge that we face when 

it comes to a a dream, a vision, or a goal, when we write them down, so often our 

perspective and our starting place is the wrong place. And the question that we're 

asking is often, "What is the goal that I'm going to accomplish in my life this year? 

What are my goals?" And it's not that bad to think about.  

You know, the top goal that people often set is that they want to lose weight 

in the new year, or get in better shape, and that's great. I want to improve myself. 

But there's another question. There's another starting place that's a better place to 

begin. And it's this question, What is God's dream for my life this year? What is 

God's dream for my life this year? 

This is an important question because God has a dream for your life this 

year. There are things that God wants to do in you, and through you, in this new 
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year, as we launch out. There are dreams in his heart for your life, for your family, 

for your business, for your ministry, and he wants to accomplish them through you 

this year. And part of the challenge for us is the perspective that we bring to 

dreams, and to vision, or to goals. 

Today, we’re starting a brand-new series in this brand-new year. It’s 

entitled, “Real Life Foundations.” We’re going to look at the foundations we need 

to set our lives on. Foundations that are important, that are significant, that are 

biblical. Because we’re living in a world that can easily make you lose your 

footing if your foundation is not strong. So, in the next two months or so, I want to 

share with you what these foundations are. It’s a long series and, therefore, brace 

yourselves.  

We’ll start with the first foundation. So, I’ve entitled this message, 

“Founded on God’s Dream for Your Life”. Our first verse for the year is Jeremiah 

29 verse 11. I love this verse and I’m sure you love it, too. You may have even 

memorized it. Can someone recite it from memory? Let me ask our young people. 

How about our old people? Ok, no one is old in this church. Let’s all say it 

together. "'For I know the plans I have for you,' declares the Lord, 'plans to prosper 

you, and not to harm you, plans to give you hope, and a future." For some of you, 

that’s your life verse.  

Now, that verse is God speaking to His people, the ancient Israelites. He has 

a dream for them, he has a plan for them. He is giving them hope. This verse is 

addressed to the nation of Israel who's currently in exile in Babylon. 10 years 

before in Jer. 25, before the invasion of the Babylonians, Jeremiah prophesies that 

they will be in exile in Babylon for 70 years. Therefore, there are still 60 years 

remaining before God’s plan for them will be fulfilled. So, we see as what happens 

often, the vision, the dream takes longer than we can imagine. It takes some 

patience and faith and hope for the dream to come true. And today, God wants to 
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you to know that God has a dream for your life. What I want you to see is that a 

dream is not a limited one-year dream, it’s a dream that can take longer than you 

expect. But you can expect it because God is the one who’ll make it happen. 

Amen?  

Now, I want to us to look today at the Apostle Paul. As we know, he started 

out as a murderer of the followers of Jesus. Then God showed up, and radically 

changed his life, called him to Himself, sent him on mission to share the Good 

News of Jesus, and he goes on to write a good chunk of the New Testament. He 

goes on to start churches and write letters to those churches. And in Galatians 

chapter one, he speaks of that call. He says this, "But when God, who set me apart 

from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace…" (Gal. 1:15) Now notice 

this, God set Paul apart. God called him by His grace, from his mother's womb. 

And I believe this to be true about you, that God had a dream, God had a 

plan. God had a vision for your life when you were still in your mother's womb. 

When you were being formed, and shaped by His grace, he was inviting you to join 

him in his dream for you because he wants to do things through you. And Paul 

describes this in the next verse, “…that I might preach him among the Gentiles." 

(Gal. 1:16) That was God’s dream for his life. 

Now, we know also that Paul had this dramatic conversion on his way to 

Damascus to persecute Christians. He fell from his horse because of a blinding 

light and then Jesus called him to follow him. Paul’s immediate response is “Yes” 

to the call of God in his life. Then God directs him to go to all these towns and 

cities, and start new churches. He goes on missionary journeys. And in one of his 

missionary journey, he went to a city called Athens. So he stops off in Athens, 

which is a major metropolitan area at the time. Like New York. It's one of the most 

influential cities in the first century, and Paul is going to preach his most famous 

sermon he ever preaches in Acts chapter 17. 
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In Athens, he preached on a site called the Areopagus. That is Greek for 

Mars Hill. I don’t know exactly where he stood but he preached to the Areopagus, 

which is also what they call their Supreme Court. So, they named their Supreme 

Court after that rocky hill where they usually meet to discuss and make decisions.  

I want you to please turn to your Bibles and go to Acts 17:22. We’ll start 

there.  

So, in Acts chapter 17:22, this is what we read, "Paul then stood up in the 

meeting of the Areopagus and said, 'People of Athens! I see that in every way you 

are very religious. For as I walked around, and looked carefully at your objects of 

worship, I even found an altar with this inscription, TO AN UNKNOWN GOD. So 

you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and  this is what I am going to 

proclaim to you.'" 

Basically, he is saying, "I'm actually going to talk to you about life's deep 

questions that you are asking. You are looking for truth, you are searching, you are 

exploring. Here is the answer to the question you've been asking your entire life. 

All of your religions, all of your philosophy, all of the things that you are doing 

here in Athens is really just you attempting to try to get to what I'm about to tell 

you." And then we continue to verse 24 and following and read or listen. "The God 

who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does 

not live in temples built by human hands. And he is not served by human hands, as 

if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and 

everything else. From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the 

whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries 

of their lands" 

That means that God was intentional with where he put you. God knew the 

address that you would have today. God knew what family you would be born into. 

God knew what generation you would be a part of. God knew what state, what 
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country, he knew what ethnicity you would be. He had all of this in mind when he 

created humanity. From one man, he did it all. And it says the reason he did this, in 

verse 27, Paul says, " God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach 

out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we 

live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are 

his offspring.’” 

"Therefore, since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine 

being is like gold, or silver, or stone, or an image made by human design and 

skill." He's bigger than that. He's the one that formed and created the universe. He 

cannot be contained in an object physically, or a building. He's bigger. He's 

greater, Paul says. In fact, "In the past, God overlooked such ignorance, but now 

He commands all people everywhere to repent, to turn to Him, for He has set a day 

when He will judge the world with justice by the man He has appointed." Speaking 

of Jesus, and, "He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the 

dead."  

I think that's a great sermon. Short and simple. You wish my sermons could 

be like that, right? But actually, perhaps, his sermon was longer than that and, I 

think, Dr. Luke didn’t record every word he said. Or maybe he did, we don’t know. 

In any case, let's look and see how people responded. Verse 32, “When they heard 

about the resurrection of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, ‘We want 

to hear you again on this subject.’ At that, Paul left the Council. Some of the 

people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a 

member of the Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others.”  

Now, we don’t know how many responded to that great message of Paul. I 

mean, it didn’t say that all those listening to him, after his sermon, stood and 

walked down the aisle and knelt and prayed. Rather, many of them scoffed at Paul. 
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The point I'm trying to make is that I believe this is the greatest sermon that Paul 

ever preached and yet not many responded and some of them even mocked him.  

Now, I don't know what Paul felt after the sermon, but sometimes, you 

know, I give sermons, and I'm not really sure if people are with me. Like I'll 

preach, and then afterwards I'm like, "I probably didn't do a good job. They didn't 

really hear it. It didn't really change their life. They looked at me like I was crazy, 

and then they were gone."  

So, I just imagine myself being there where Paul was and kind of want to 

walk up to Paul and I want to, as like a brother, just to look at Paul and say, "Oh, 

Paul, you have no idea how amazing that sermon was. There will be people at Fil-

Am Church 2,000 years from now that will listen to that kind of sermon and have 

their life changed. Paul, that's the greatest message you'll ever preach, and it will 

have more impact than any sermon, because it's going to be in the Bible, and God's 

going to use it to change generations. Paul, don't be discouraged. It's bigger. It's 

more than you can comprehend in this moment." 

And I believe what God wants to say is sometimes you're living 

discouraged. Sometimes you're trying to do the right thing. Sometimes God's 

dream for your life seems so small. Sometimes the thing that you're applying your 

life to, it seems like it's so insignificant. But what God wants to say to you, and to 

us as a church family today is this. Let me share with you the two things about 

God’s dream for our lives. First,  

1. It is more than we think it is.  

It's more than we can comprehend. Sometimes you're changing a diaper, and 

you have no idea who's diaper you're changing. That person's going to grow up, 

and God's going to use them to change the world. Sometimes you're in the 

embryonic stages of a ministry, or a dream and you're looking at that dream, and 

nobody's believing that dream. But God says, "Do not despise small beginnings, 
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the days where nobody else believes that dream. Have faith." So it's more 

significant, it's more impactful than you can comprehend. 

God wants to encourage you today, it's more than you think it is. God's 

dream for your life is bigger than you can comprehend, and it's bigger in multiple 

ways. Also, God’s dream for our lives is this. 

2. It's more impactful than we think it is.  

So, the significance of what we do today is connected to the grand story of 

what God is accomplishing through our lives. There were people that laid a 

foundation of Fil-Am in 1996 that served, and sacrificed, and gave, and our lives 

are impacted today as a result of their obedience. There's no way that they could 

comprehend in the moment the impact that their obedience to God would have . 

I remember when I went to Australia in 1989 to work as a programmer. 

After a couple of years, God called me to leave my job and go to Hawaii to surf 

and enjoy the sun, just kidding, actually to attend a missionary training. Then he 

called me to Russia for my outreach, then called me to the US to work again, then 

called me to enter Bible school in 1995, then called me again to leave my job and 

accept an offer by a church in Brooklyn to be their pastor in 2001, and during those 

years I was asking God, “Lord, when will you call someone to be my wife?” God 

said he called many but no one responded to his call. But someone did respond and 

in 2003 we got married, and she didn’t know what she was getting into but she was 

always beside me supporting me in my ministry at church till God called me again 

to a full-time job in New York in 2006 and so I left my church in Brooklyn and we 

lived happily ever after.  

Well, as you know, God wasn’t finished with us yet. It was 2008 and the 

economy wasn’t doing well and I lost my job and the reason was God called us to 

Virginia. I met some of the fine folks here like, you know who you are, and God is 
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still calling us to stay here as long as you want us here. Amen? The one who didn’t 

say Amen, I’ll pray for you.  

Anyway, it was a long-convoluted story from the time I was a depressed, 

lonely, unloved individual in Australia to a happy, fulfilled, and loved pastor to 

this day. My point is, when it all started, I had no idea the significance of what God 

was weaving together. I hadn’t a single clue as to what God was going to do in my 

life. If someone told me at the time, “Rolly, this is your future” I would say, “No 

way. That’s impossible! Me, leading a church, preaching every Sunday, I don’t 

think so!” Anyway, in the beginning, I had no idea, but what God was asking of 

me was not to see the full scope of my life. What God was requiring of me was to 

have faith in that moment. To just follow him when he calls.  

Now following God requires faith. It requires the kind of faith, not so much 

that you look and everybody's like, "Wow. That person has amazing faith." It's the 

kind of faith that puts us in position for God to have to move through our lives. 

And sometimes that uncomfortable place where God has to come through is the 

place where God's big dreams are accomplished through your life. So there might 

be something God's deposited in you, but you haven't stepped into it fully because 

you don't want to go to that place where God needs to come through. 

And today is an invitation from God to you to have faith in what he can do 

through your life. As Paul says in Ephesians 3:20, and 21, listen to his words. He 

says this, "Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the 

church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.” 

Now, I want to read that one more time, because some of you were thinking 

about what you're going to have for lunch after church, and I'm going to just go 

back through it, and I want you to hear these words and listen to what Paul says. 

Let us read together this time. "Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 
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than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him 

be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 

ever! Amen.” 

Oh, I want to be a part of a church family that has the kind of faith to believe 

it's possible for God to do immeasurably more. So much so that we step into that 

place that only God could get the glory, and the credit through our lives. He is able 

to do immeasurably more. And my question is, do we believe as a church that God 

is still working in our generation as he did in former generations? Do we believe 

that it's possible for God to do now, and to do more than what he did then? Amen? 

Sometimes we focus on the old thing that God did, but so often when I read 

the Bible, I never see God saying, "Behold I'm doing an old thing." God says, 

"Behold, I'm doing a new thing." Do you see it? Will you seize it? Will you step 

into it? And it's not that we're looking back on the former days, and saying, "They 

weren't significant." They were for sure. But God is a creative God. He can do new 

things. Do you believe that? 

And some of our eyes can get so focused on the old thing that we don't step 

into the new thing. God is inviting us today to have faith, to believe that the best of 

what He wants to do in and through our lives is ahead. It's bigger. It's more 

significant than we think.  

Let’s go back to Paul. In Acts chapter 18 verse 1, after Paul preaches a great 

sermon, it says, "After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth." So it's like, well, 

that sermon was done, that time in Athens was done. And now Paul goes to 

Corinth, he spends about a year and a half there. He writes the letters later to the 

Corinthians that become a part of the Bible. And that was another simple step of 

obedience that God invited him into. 

So, the journey of living by faith, the journey of stepping into God's dream is 

often just a matter of continuing to take the next step of what God has for our lives. 
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The sum total of our lives boils down to what we do with our days, because the 

days add up to weeks, and the weeks add up to months, and the months add up to 

quarters, and the quarters add up to years, and the years add up to decades, and the 

decades add up to a lifetime. And if today we obey God, today, if we're faithful, 

today, if we listen to the voice of God, it leads us to the ultimate dream that God 

has for our lives. And what it's requiring of us in this moment is to be attentive, and 

available. It's to say yes to God in this moment, for what it is that God is asking of 

our lives this year. It requires attentiveness and availability. 

Now, following God requires faith. It also requires listening to the voice of 

God, and saying, "Yes," to what it is that he invites us into. In short, it requires 

obedience. And some of you, you write yourself off, you're like, "Well, I don't 

have certain gifts, and I don't know how to hear from God."  

I want to encourage you today that there are gifts inside of you. You might 

never stand on a stage, and preach a sermon. You might never go overseas to be a 

missionary. You might never lead a song in worship. You might not have those 

gifts, but God has placed a part in you, a gift in you that His bigger vision for his 

church, and His bigger vision for our lives requires that part of you to be fully 

surrendered to him, to be attentive and available. 

God requires us to have faith and be obedient. God wants us to say “Yes” to 

him. Now, I've been praying this prayer for our church, “God, what is your dream 

for our church? What is it this year that you want us to do?” And I've been saying, 

"God, show me. Show our leadership. Show our directors. Show our staff.” 

Now, that dream that God has for us this year is set in the context of a bigger 

dream for the years to follow. And I'm going to lay that out, and call you to say, 

"Yes," to what God wants to do for our church. But this year I want to focus on 

what I think He's saying first to us this year. And what I believe God is saying to us 

this year, and what He's saying to me, in my prayer time and reading the Bible is 
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this, "You focus on building up the people, and I'll focus on building the church, 

because I've been doing a good job of it for 2,000 years." That's what He's saying. 

"I'm faithful to build my church." In Matthew 16:18, Jesus says, "And I tell you 

that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 

will not overcome it."  

Now, out of this call to build up the church, there is one focus I believe God 

is asking of us. One focus. And the focus is… to become more immersed in the 

Bible. I believe God is saying, "Call the church to read and study the Bible."  

You see, the Bible is God's authoritative Word for our lives. The Bible 

contains the power of God to change your life. It is God's word that He wrote to us, 

that changes the way that we think, and when we read it, and we immerse 

ourselves in it, it changes us. Studies show this. And this call this year is to read 

the Bible. Now, maybe you've read it 100 times before cover to cover, maybe 

you've never read it before, maybe you once read it and you don't read it now. 

But the call this year is to read through the New Testament together. The 

idea here is for our two home groups, the East and the West, when they meet 

together to spend a little time reading the Bible together out loud. Basically, public 

reading of the Bible. It doesn’t have to be long. Maybe just allot 10 or 15 minutes.  

Let me explain why I want us to do this. You see, the public reading of 

Scripture is one of the most ancient, time-honored practices of God’s people that is 

recorded in Scripture. It is a practice that is repeatedly described and commended 

at crucial moments in biblical history, from the very beginning to the very end of 

the Bible. In fact, it is something that God’s people are specifically commanded to 

do with devotion. As Paul told Timothy, his young pastoral protégé, 

“Devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture” (1 Tim. 4:13). This is different 

from the Scripture Reading in our program every Sunday.  
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You see, when you look at the way they practiced it in the Old Testament, 

they spent hours, even days reading the Scripture. You’ll find examples in Ex. 

24:7, Deut. 31, Josh. 8:34-35, 2 Kings 23:1-2, Neh. 8:3-4. Then, as we continue to 

the New Testament, it is clear that the practice of the public reading of Scripture is 

normative for the church. Consider Paul’s words to the church at Colossae: “After 

this letter has been read to you, see that it is also read in the church of the 

Laodiceans and that you in turn read the letter from Laodicea.” (Col. 4:16). Or, 

similarly, consider Paul’s letter to the church at Thessalonica: “I charge you before 

the Lord to have this letter read to all the brothers and sisters.” (1 Thess. 5:27). In 

fact, the last book in the Bible begins with this remarkable encouragement: 

“Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are 

those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near” (Rev. 1:3). 

The question is, after you’ve done reading, do you discuss it? No. Just read it 

and let it sink into your mind and into your heart. Then, proceed with your regular 

Bible study of whatever study series you’re going through. As I said, you can allot 

just, perhaps, 10 or 15 minutes, of this public reading. Maybe two or three verses 

per person. You just take note of where you stopped when 15 minutes are up and 

you pick up from there when you meet again. 

I believe when we do this, we’ll cultivate more hunger for the Word of God. 

And the words we read will be embedded in our hearts that will influence our 

thoughts and behavior. I can't wait to see what's going to happen in your life, and 

our lives together as we do this. 

There’s a lot more we will do this year as we focus on the Word of God. I’ll 

reveal the details in the coming weeks.  

For now, because of our focus is on God’s Word, I’d like us to adopt the 

theme for the year as “The Eternal Word”. And our verse for the year is from 

https://www.esv.org/Col.%204%3A16/
https://www.esv.org/1%20Thess.%205%3A27/
https://www.esv.org/Rev.%201%3A3/
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Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass 

away.”   

Folks, God’s Word is the very foundation of our lives. And I’ll talk more 

about it when we meet again next week.  


