DARING TO GO IN FAITH
Luke 14:16-24

Two of the words that summarize the message of Jesus are these: “come” and
“g0”. To the hurting, to the confused, to the lost, to the broken, to the frustrated, to
the guilty, to the depressed Jesus says, Come. He says come. And then, to those of
us who have been saved, had our lives transformed, been turned upside down for
the better he says to us: Go. So, the verb changes.

Look at these verses. Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus says this. “Come to me, all you
who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

A yoke is what you’d use to put two cattle together so that the load is
lightened. Instead of one cattle pulling the wagon, two can share it. Jesus says
yoke up with me, partner with me and I’ll help you carry your load. And if you’re
under stress right now, Jesus says to you, “Come to me.” But then, once you’re in
God’s family and once your life has been healed and made whole, your life has
been changed, God changes the verb and he says to you “Go”.

In Luke 7:50, Jesus says to the woman who anointed his feet with ointment,
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“Your faith has saved you, go in peace’” In John 8:11, Jesus says to the woman

caught in adultery, “Neither do I condemn you,; go, and from now on sin no more.”
To the official who had a dying child, “Go your son will live.” (John 4:50)

Now, all of these characters and so many more put their faith in Jesus. Faith is
not enough, however. Because the Bible says in James 2:17, “In the same way,
faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.”

If you claim to be a Christian and you’re not taking action, the Bible says your

faith is dead and useless. Now, we’re not talking here about salvation. Because you



are saved by faith and faith alone. That’s clear in the Bible. We’re talking here
about activating that faith so that you’re not a useless Christian. Someone who is
just on the sidelines, not getting into the action.

You see, God is in the business of telling people to go. He told Noah, go build
an ark. He told Abraham “Go to another country and I’m going to give you a new
homeland”. He told Moses, “Go back to Egypt and get the children of Israel and
I’m going to release them. He tells Jacob to go and he tells Gideon to go and he
tells Isaiah to go and he tells Paul and David and on and on. It is a going message.
So this weekend, the final message in Daring Faith, | want us to look at “Daring to
Go in Faith”.

How many of you like to go to parties? I think many of us here. It’s a privilege
to be invited to a party. And it feels good to be invited to a party.

The fact is the Bible tells us that God has invited you to a party. And it’s the
biggest party ever in the universe. It’s going to be the party to end all parties. It’s
going to be a celebration that lasts for eternity. And you’re invited.

Some people for one reason or another reject the invitation. Jesus says, “I am
the way. You come to the Father through me.”

Jesus tells a story to explain the party that you’ve been invited to by God. We
find it in Luke 14:16-24.

"A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. At the
time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come,

for everything is now ready.’ But they all alike began to make excuses. The first
said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I must go and see it. Please excuse me.’
Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my way to try them
out. Please excuse me.’ Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can't come.’

The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the

house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and
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alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ ‘Sir,’
the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ Then
the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel
them to come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of those who were
invited will get a taste of my banquet.’”

That’s a sad statement. A lot of people in life are never going to get to taste
what God has prepared for them simply because they didn’t accept the invitation.
They were too busy.

Folks, God has prepared a generous banquet for all of us. It’s a party in heaven
that’s going to go on for eternity. And the food is going to be like nothing you’ve
ever eaten. Don’t you like that? And the Bible says God planned this party
because he’s gracious and because God is generous. All generosity comes from
God. And the Bible says God wants a full house. He wants a lot of people in
heaven. He doesn’t want a few people in heaven. He wants his house full.

Now I want you to notice three things in this story. The first thing is that God
says that some people are going to reject his invitation. And he says when they
reject it they’re going to regret it. Those who reject the invitation will regret it.
And he says, “Not one of those people who ignored my invitation will ever get to
taste what I’ve prepared for them.” How dumb is that — to miss a party that God
planned for you? But a lot of people do it.

Notice the excuses that people gave for not participating. They were all lame.
The first guy said. “I can’t come to the party because I just bought a field”.

Really? It’s going to be there tomorrow. The field is not going to move.

The second guy says, “I just acquired a new business asset. I’ve got some new
oxen. I’ll be so busy minding my business.”

The third guy said, “I just got married. I have no time for any parties.”

These are all lame excuses.



This story 1s about God our master, and his servants, which are us.

So. Question. Are you a servant of God? Are you a child of God? Are you
saved? Then this is your job description. While you’re here on this planet, if you
claim to be a Christian, if you claim to be a child of God, you claim to be a servant
of God, this is your job description — go invite the guests. He says that’s what
you’re to do.

I want you to notice what he says when those invited rejected the invitation
“Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind and the lame.” Basically, he is saying “Go everywhere and
invite everyone.”

If you have truly been saved, you’re a follower of Jesus, you’re truly in the
family of God, that’s your job description for the rest of your life while you’re here
on earth. You are to go and tell, go quickly, bring in, go outside the city, go
everywhere, invite everybody to come in.

This is what it means to dare to go in faith.

Have you ever heard the phrase, he’s a go-getter or she’s a go-getter? What
does that mean? A go-getter is someone who is determined to succeed and they
will pay any cost and put forth the extra effort and do the hard work and do what’s
unexpected in order to succeed. That’s a go-getter.

Friends, God wants you to be a go-getter for the kingdom of God. He wants
you to go and get other people because he wants his house full. God doesn’t want
a few people in heaven. He wants a lot of people in heaven.

So, our main goal in our Daring Faith campaign is to have

200 hundred people each weekend by our 33" year.
That’s three years from now. Is that possible? Yes, of course. By faith.

Nothing is impossible with God. Amen? That’s why we need a building. 200 will



not fit in this space three years from now. That’s why have a building project. So,
200 1in 3, that’s our mission. Amen? Keep that in mind. 200 in 3.

Now, we’re not going to stop at 200 obviously. Why? Because Jesus said
urge anyone you find to come so that my house will be full. We’ve got to keep
going.

Folks, as long as there’s one person who doesn’t know Jesus Christ this
church 1s going to keep reaching out. Because God has never made a person he
doesn’t love. Never made a person he didn’t die for. Never made a person that he
doesn’t want in heaven. So we’re going to keep reaching out. The Bible says,
“God our Savior...wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the
truth.” (1 Timothy 2:3b-4)

I know some of you have been inviting. Keep inviting. And to those who
haven’t, just invite. Be persistent. Be makulit.

Let me give you an example. There’s someone here who has come all the
way from Kuwait because of an invitation. I’'m talking about Marlon, the
good-looking guy over there.

It started like this. According to him, before he became a Christian, he
wasn’t really interested in religious things. He had two Christian friends at work.
They invited him to church. And, like anyone else, who likes to be polite, he would
say, “Yes, I’ll try”. But didn’t try. In fact, one time, after waking up from a long
sleep, he checked his phone. He saw that one of his friends called him 16 times.
Later he found out it was to invite him to church. After that, he decided to come to
church one Sunday. So, he went and his experience overwhelmed him. Because he
saw a pretty lady that made his heart jump. No, just kidding. Rose wouldn’t arrive
till two years later.

So, when he attended church, he was touched by the worship. He was moved

by the preaching. And he felt God’s love through the people around him. He then
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kept coming back, he developed friendships and even helped in some ministries.
Until the day he came to truly know Jesus and accepted him as his Lord and
Savior. That was 2015. In 2017, Rose came to the church. And he accepted her as
her personal wife and partner. And now, he and Rose are the ones inviting their
friends to come to church.

Let me give you another example. Edith is another person who keeps inviting
people to church. She said she would approach anyone who looks like a Filipino
and invite them to church. One day, at the hospital where she works, she happened
to ride the same elevator with a lady. It happened also that the lady is a nurse and
new in the area. Edith befriended her and gave her a book about Bible Promises
and she even inserted a gospel tract inside. Then, she followed it up with an
invitation to church. The lady came to this church together with her family. And
they stayed. That lady is Cha.

Folks, that’s our ultimate goal. To reach as many as we can for Jesus. So, I
dare you to go in faith.

Now, during the next three years, aside from going individually to invite
people to church wherever we meet them, we are also going somewhere as a
church family. So,

During the Next 3 Years of Daring Faith...
WHERE ARE WE GOING AND WHY?
1. WE ARE GOING TO GOD FOR HELP

We’re not attempting any ministry on our own power. We know we can’t do it
on our own. The Bible says in 1 Chronicles 16:11 (GNT), “Go to the Lord for help
and worship him continually.” In Psalm 34:10 (ERV), “Those who go to the Lord
for help will have every good thing.” That’s a promise. And Psalm 37:40 (GNT),
“He helps them and rescues them,; he saves them from the wicked, because they go
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to him for protection.’



So where are we going to go first? We’re going to go to God. We go to God

for help 1n all the things he’s called us to do, because he gives us the power to do it.
The second thing we’re going to do.
2.  WE ARE GOING TO GET TOGETHER FOR SUPPORT

We’re going to get together for support. We’re much more effective together.
We’re better together. We can accomplish more together than we ever could ever
on our own. One drop of rain doesn’t make any difference. But a million drops of
rain can turn a desert into a garden.

So, we’re going to get together in the next three years in Daring Faith. And
there are 3 reasons we’re going to join together and cooperate. First,

1. Because life is tough!

Everybody agrees with that? Life is tough. And you need support. The Bible
says in Acts 14:21-22 about Paul and Barnabas, “They preached the gospel in that
city and won a large number of disciples. Then they returned to Lystra,

Iconium and Antioch, strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain
true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of
God.”

2. Because good is always opposed by evil!

Not only that, anytime you try to do something good, evil is going to oppose
you. Evil always opposes good. The Bible says in Philippians 1:27-2:2,
“Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, 1
will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith
of the gospel without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you...
Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any

comfort from his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and



compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and of one mind.”

Life is tough. We’re going to have opposition. But there’s another reason we
work together.

3. Because we can afford to do more together!

Last week, at the park, many of you filled out the commitment cards and
submitted them. Thank you for those of you who are joining in this effort to buy
our own building. Some of you didn’t get a chance to fill it out because you were
still praying about it or you weren’t there last weekend. Today, during our offering
time, we’ll distribute the commitment cards again and give you the opportunity to
participate in our building project.

Folks, we can afford to do more together. That’s exactly what our pledges and
cash gifts can do. None of us, on our own could possibly do what our total
contributions are going to do. And everybody together, everybody putting in their
little part, together we’re going to do stuff that nobody could do on their own. You
couldn’t and I couldn’t. This is a significant symbol of what happens when we
work together.

Then the third thing we’re going to do. What are we going to do?

3. WE ARE GOING TO GO ON TO MATURITY

We’re going to go on to maturity. That’s where we’re headed in the next three
years. One third of Daring Faith is actually about helping you grow up spiritually.
We said that Daring Faith is about growing, sowing, and going in faith. Now, we
spent a lot of time in the last ten weeks talking about the sowing part. Being
generous, planting seeds financially and things like that. Now we’re going to focus
on the growing and the going part. And we want to help you grow up. We are to

go on to spiritual maturity.



The Bible says it like this: Hebrews 6:1, “Therefore let us move beyond the
elementary teachings about Christ and be taken forward to maturity.”

You know what the sad thing is? Some people just don’t want to grow up.
They don’t want to grow up spiritually. They don’t want to have their faith
stretched. They don’t want to learn to trust God in every area. They’re afraid to
trust God with their finances or their time or their relationships. In the next three
years, we’ll teach how to trust God more and more.

Folks, we’re going to go to God for help, we’re going to get together, we’re
going to go on to maturity. And number four,

4. WE ARE GOING TO TELL THE GOOD NEWS

This time, we’re not just inviting, we’re also telling. Using every available
means, at every available time to reach every available person.

The Bible says this in Romans 10:13-15. “‘Everyone who calls on the name of
the Lord will be saved.” How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed
in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how
can they hear without someone preaching to them? And how can anyone preach
unless they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who bring
good news!’”

And that’s what we’re going to do. We’re going to go and tell the good news.
We’re not going to do this on our own power. Acts 1:8, “But you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Notice it says God’s Spirit will come on you and you’ll receive power. And he
says the result of that is you go.

Listen very closely. The proof of the filling of the Holy Spirit is not some

emotional experience. The proof that you have God’s Spirit in you is, are you



going? Are you telling anybody the good news? The proof of filling is that you’re
going.

Now, the next verse I’m going to tell you sounds pretty weird until you
understand that Jesus is using a hyperbole. Hyperbole means an intentional
exaggeration. An intentional extravagant statement just to get your attention to
make a point. So, it’s not to be taken literally.

Here’s what Jesus says in Luke 9:60. Jesus says, “Let the dead bury their own
dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”

What in the world does he mean by that statement? It sounds pretty weird — let
dead people bury dead people. How can that be? Then, he said, but you go tell
people the good news.

What he’s saying here is that you need to be indispensable. He’s saying, there
are some jobs, and some tasks in life that anybody can do. You don’t have to be a
Christian to do those things. It’s a job anybody can do. But there are some jobs
that only a believer can do. Only a Christian can do. What is it? Only a Christian
can tell other people about Christ. Only a Christian can tell other people how to
get to heaven. Only a Christian can show Christ’s compassion the way Christ
wants it shown.

He says be indispensible. Let the people who are spiritually dead do the things
that anybody can do. And you should spend more of your life doing things that
only you, as a Christian, can do.

There’s a lot of stuff you can spend the rest of your life doing, that when you
get to heaven isn’t going to matter at all. It isn’t going to make any difference at
all. But the real issue is, as I said, is anybody going to be in heaven because of

you?

10



So, the question 1s, What kind of legacy are you going to leave? I believe the
greatest legacy is having somebody come up to you in heaven and say, I’'m here
because of you. Friend, that’s using your life in a valuable way.

Fil-Am Church was founded in obedience to what is called the Great
Commission. It’s the last words of Jesus before he goes back to heaven. And
Jesus says this and this church was founded because of this verse. In Matthew
28:19-20, Jesus says, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with
you always, to the very end of the age.”

Christian, when God says go never say no. When God says go never say no.

One day you’re going to stand before God and he’s going to say, “Did you
receive my Son?” Yes, I did. “Did you go, after you received my Son?” No.
“Why? I told you to. You think I only wanted you saved? You think you’re the
only person I wanted in heaven? No. I left you on earth to tell other people.”

What legacy will you leave?

Do you know anything in your life that’s going to be bigger and more
important than that? When I get to heaven I’m going to have a lot of friends. A lot
of friends. Many of you are going to have a lot of friends too. That is a legacy.

I can’t imagine me getting to heaven and somebody coming up and saying,
“Were you at Fil-Am Church in the late 2020°s?” Yeah. Were you there when they
did Daring Faith? Yeah. You saw it all happen? Yeah. What was it like to
participate? Well, I didn’t really participate. Are you kidding me? You were there
and you didn’t participate! What were you thinking?

Folks, the next three years are significant. The Daring Faith Campaign has just

started. [ want us all to take it seriously and be participating in growing, sowing,
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and going in faith. [ hope you won’t be left behind. What’s our slogan for the next

three years? 200 in 3. Let’s say that together.

Now, as I conclude, let me read you this Daring Faith commitment. Please

listen carefully. I want to read it to you, then I’'m going to ask you to read it with

me.

In gratitude for all that Christ has done for me and out of the deep desire to
grow in my faith and in obedience to Christ’s command that I store up treasure
in heaven, [ make a covenant today with my brothers and sisters of Fil-Am
Community Church to use the next three years growing, sowing, and going in
faith in Daring Faith. 1 commit to showing and sharing God’s love with those
closest to me, serving God by serving others in our community, and supporting
our missionaries around the world. Also, because I want somebody to be in
heaven because I cared, I’'m asking God to give me the privilege of bringing at
least one person to Jesus in the next three years and see them be baptized and
become a part of the fellowship of our church family. I know I cannot do this

on my own power. But I will trust God in Daring Faith to see it happen.
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Let’s bow our heads.

Father, to those who prayed this prayer and sincerely meant it I ask for your
complete blessing on their lives. Protect their lives, protect their families,
protect their minds, protect their health. I ask you to protect their finances.
Protect their jobs and careers. Protect their relationships. I ask that you take
care of all of their needs so that they may serve you by serving others. Lord,
we’re stepping out in faith. Many of us have made the biggest faith
commitment financially and now we make a commitment of our time and our
lives to you, saying we want to not waste our lives. We want people in heaven
that will be there because we used our time and our money wisely. I ask you to

bless each person who’s making this covenant. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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