FOUNDED ON PURPOSE
Selected Verses from Matthew

Good morning! This is the last part of our series on “Real Life Foundations”.
During the past nine messages, | shared with you what the Bible says about the
various things that can make your life more stable and meaningful. Things like his
dream for you, peace, love, faith, prayer, and so on. These are things that are
fundamental. They are keys toward living a life with meaning.

Today's message is going to based pretty much on the Gospel of Matthew. 1
want to look at Matthew's teaching and his life through the angle of purpose. And 1
want to focus in today on discovering God's purpose, his design for our lives. So,
the title of this message is “Founded on Purpose”.

How many of you have read the book, “The Purpose Driven Life” by Rick
Warren? It literally has blessed tens of millions of people all over the world. A
movie was even produced titled “Captive” that featured the true story of a woman
who was hostaged in her own house by a convicted killer. The woman read parts of
the book to the man which softened his heart and eventually surrendered to the
police. The woman became a Christian and found her purpose in life. But so many
people, even with a wonderful book like “Purpose Driven Life”, live without
purpose. So many people never come to a conclusion of why they exist here on
planet Earth. And we try so hard, looking at so many different directions for our
purpose and our meaning. And, you know, if you go to the wrong place, if you look
to the wrong places to find our purpose, it leads us empty, it leaves us frustrated, it
leads to brokenness in our lives.

One of these wrong places is pleasure. This is also known as hedonism, that
if I can live life to the fullest, then I'll find purpose. Maybe some people do

extreme sports to find pleasure, go on great vacations or have more money in their
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bank account and use it to spend on themselves and their friends. Pleasure is one
area that we look to.

Performance is another one. Some people live their lives trying to find their
value and their significance, their meaning through performance with school or
with their career. "If I can get into this school, my life will find meaning." “If I get
promoted, I will be satisfied in life.”

Other people are on a journey of looking for their purpose in security. Like if
they can just be comfortable and not have to worry about the future, then finally,
they'll discover purpose. Others are on a journey to find purpose looking in
success, that if they could accomplish something, somehow they'll find meaning
and purpose and significance. That if other people say nice things about them, if
they could be an influencer on social media, then they'll find purpose.

And this journey of looking for purpose in so many different places and not
discovering it, going back and forth leads to so much chaos in our lives. And today
we're going to discover from Matthew that we were designed by God for a
purpose. We're going to discover from his life that we were made for more. And
the invitation that we're going to see from Matthew is to live into that more that
God has for us.

Mark Twain once said, “The two most important days of your life are the
day you were born and the day you find out why." And some of you, if you're
honest today, you don't know why you're here. And I'm praying today would be a
day for you that changes your life, that you discover your eternal purpose from
God. Others of you, maybe you know your purpose, but you're not living it. You
don’t know how. And my hope is today that you would get activated into God's

purposes for your life.
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Now, before we jump into some of the words from Matthew around purpose,
I think it's good for us to know a little bit about Matthew. Matthew is also known
as Levi. He was a tax collector. Tax collectors in the first century were looked
down upon by the religious leaders. But even today, right? Anyway, they were
categorically called unredeemable. Religious leaders wanted to have nothing to do
with them. Like if you were a friend of a tax collector, you could yourself be cut
off from the community.

So here is this guy Matthew, who's Jewish. He's a tax collector, so he
wouldn't have been liked by other Jews because he's representing the Roman
government, but the Romans would've looked down on him too because he was
Jewish. So he would've seemingly been isolated and felt like he had no value and
worth. But somehow in his encounters with Jesus, somehow in this journey of
following Jesus, his life finds meaning, so much so that he writes one of the four
gospel accounts that we have today, the Book of Matthew. Now some of the
beautiful things that come out of Matthew the tax collector, there are parables that
he writes about, from the parable of the wise and foolish builders to the parable of
the unmerciful servant, to the parable of the Pearl of great price. These were
beautiful stories that Jesus would deliver and Matthew would write them down. He
would give us the Lord's Prayer that Jesus taught his disciples. In fact, he was so
convinced that Jesus was the fulfillment of everything that the Israelites had been
waiting for. As such, he would've been familiar with the Old Testament. He was
writing in particular to Jewish people who would've been waiting for a Messiah.
And Matthew was trying to point them to Jesus to say, "This is the one we've been
waiting for. This is the one we've been praying for, the Messiah the Savior is here."

So he writes these words down from Jesus when Jesus says, “Do not think that 1
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have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets, I have not come to abolish them but
to fulfill them.” (Matthew 5:17)

Now, I want us to notice in Matthew 9:9a, there was a moment when
Matthew’s life was changed forever. It says, "As Jesus went on from there, he saw
a man named Matthew sitting at the tax collector s booth." A religious leader
should have moved on by. A religious leader would've called him the scum of the
earth, but Jesus was different. He was the Messiah. And he looks at Matthew and
says, “‘Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him.” (Matthew
9:9b)

So Matthew got up and followed Jesus. It changed everything for him. This
man who had been rejected by society became one of the greatest followers of
Jesus and he gave us the whole book of Matthew. In his book, he gives hope for us
to have purpose in our lives. He wants us to know that Jesus said, "Whoever finds
their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it." (Matt.
10:39)

And most importantly for our message today, he gives us the Great
Commandment and the Great Commission. And I love these two passages of
Scripture. The Great Commandment and the Great Commission are truly a
synthesis, an overarching point of view on God's purposes for our lives. And I love
how Matthew describes these purposes in such clarity and I want today for us to be
able to receive them from Matthew.

Before we go there though, I want to just help us understand why knowing
our purpose from God is so important. There's a couple things you might want to
write down. First of all, when you discover, and as Matthew did regarding his
purpose, when you discover your purpose, there's

1. A new sense of meaning to your life.
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If you know God's purpose for your life, there's meaning that your days are
filled with. Then,

2. There's energy that starts to get focused.

You see, admittedly, there are so many things I can do with my life, but there
are only five things with God's eternal purposes that he wants me to give my life
to. And when I’'m focused,

3. It stabilizes my future. I have direction.

So let's look at these five eternal purposes that are all throughout scripture
and that also are in the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. Matthew
22:34 says, “Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got
together. One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this
question: ‘“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?’” “There's
like 600 of them. So you got to boil it down and tell us what's the most important
one." And Jesus looks back and gives the great commandment, and he says this,
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment.”’(Matt. 22:37) In short, if
you understand that at the core of God's purpose for your life is to love him, then
you get the rest of it.

And then he continues his thought. He says, “And the second is like it: ‘Love
your neighbor as yourself.” All the law and the prophets hang on these two
commandments.” It reminds me of my shower curtain at home. So I got this really
long bar in one bathroom on which hangs the shower curtain. As long as the bar
stays in place, as long as those two ends of the bar are flushed tightly to the walls,
the shower curtain doesn’t fall. But as soon as one end of that bar slips, then the
curtain comes down. I wish I could say this only happened once. I wish I could say

it only happened twice. I wish I could say it only happened three times. It's
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happened to me a lot. The shower curtain falls off. The bar moves a little bit and
everything comes undone. It's a great picture of how these two commandments
hold together everything in the Old Testament. The law, the prophets, they hang on
loving God and loving people.

You know, when you wake up every day and your reason for existence is to
know and love your Creator, it changes your life. So, the first purpose of your life
1s
1. You were made to know and love God.

And this is what the Bible calls worship. You are made for God, you're made
for friendship with your Creator. You see, relationship changes everything. The
Bible was written as a relational book. It was written from God so that humanity
could experience and encounter him for who he is. And worship, knowing him,
loving him changes our lives. And when relationship with God is the true focus of
our lives, all the things that we do come into focus, and the things that we do for
God, they don't feel like a weight. They feel like a privilege.

So, what Jesus is saying is if you live your life at the core of who you are, to
know and love God, it gives meaning to your days. It changes everything. And
some of you, you're living your life disconnected from God. You're trying so hard
to fill that part of your soul with so many other things. You put career in there, you
put relationship in there, you put money in there, and you're still empty. The only
thing that will truly satisfy you is God. And this is the beautiful message of the
gospel that Jesus taught and Matthew wrote. You were made for worship. You were
made to know God. And that relationship was made possible by the cross of Christ.
He died on the cross so that we can cross over the great divide that separates us
from God — sin. Jesus forgives us of our sins when we believe in our heart that he

is our Savior. Which enables us to worship God.
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The other thing that Jesus says in the Second Commandment is that
2. You were made to serve others.

And this is what the Bible calls ministry. And God has a ministry for you.
Jesus said the Second Commandment is to love your neighbor as you love yourself.

You see, it's not really hard to think about ourselves. We live in a way that
our mind constantly is about our next meal, and what am I going to do to take care
of my day? All the things that I have to do to take care of me. And what Jesus does
is he flips that on its head and he says, "What if you lived to serve others? What if
you live to bless others?" And when we live this way, there's more joy and there's
more peace in our hearts.

So, you were made to love other people and to care for other people. That's
the Great Commandment. Love God, love people. And then he gives us at the end
of the Book of Matthew, the Great Commission. He tells the story when Jesus is
about to go back to heaven after the resurrection. Jesus gives sending words to
clarify our reason for staying here on planet Earth. Jesus wants the disciples to
understand he's going back to heaven, but he's leaving them here and he has an
assignment, he has a mission for them.

There are three verbs tucked within the Great Commission I want us to see.
Jesus says to his disciples, “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations." (Matt.
28:19) Now, this is important because, remember, Matthew is a Jewish man writing
primarily to a Jewish audience, and he's trying to lift their vision. He's trying to
help them understand God's end game was never Israel. God's end game was the
whole world. God was after people from every nation, every tribe, every tongue
knowing him. And I'm so grateful that this was at the heart of the Great

Commission, because unless you're Jewish, you wouldn't be here today if they
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didn't embody and embrace this message to take it to the whole world, to take it to
every nation.

Jesus says, "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them
to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the
very end of the age." (Matt. 28:19-20)

Folks, this is the Great Commission. This is how the Gospel of Matthew
finishes. And there are three verbs I want us to see. The first one is when he says,
“Go and make disciples of all nations.” This is the invitation or the challenge to
share God's good news. If you’re a Christian,

3. You were made to share God’s good news.

The Bible calls this, evangelism. And so all followers of Jesus, not only
preachers and teachers and evangelists, when we come into relationship with God,
there's a purpose that God has for our life which is to share his good news with the
people around us.

Then, notice the second verb "...baptizing them." With this, he's
emphasizing the fact that everyone who accepts the good news made to belong. So,
4. You were made to belong.

Meaning, you were made to be a part of a spiritual family and the Bible
refers to it as fellowship. So whenever a person is baptized, it represents, one, their
old way of life going away. And when they come up from the water, it represents
the new life that they have in Jesus. And the whole baptism thing, it also represents
the fact that they're coming into a spiritual family. There's something that is
shifting and changing. They're now a part of God's spiritual family. They're now a
part of the local church.
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Now, as you join God’s family on earth, you don’t become stagnant and just
stay like you are. The Bible says, you have to mature spiritually because
5. You were made to become like Jesus.

This 1s called discipleship. It's to grow. It's to change over the course of our
lives. As Jesus says, “...teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you."

Ok, now you know these five eternal purposes from God. The question is:
how do I live these purposes out?

But a challenge often is that we get stuck. And if I were to guess, most of
you would say, "Yeah, I want to live with more purpose. Yeah, I want to experience
God's purposes in my life," but there's often an activation step. It's like when I want
to get a new phone. I know the phone has great features, more than 5 great
features, but I won’t get to use these features or take advantage of them unless |
have the phone activated. Usually, it’s easy. You don’t have to make an effort. It’s
the provider that activates it for you.

Which is not true with the five purposes God gave us to live our lives with.
We have to activate them. We have to cooperate with God so that his purposes in
our lives may find their fulfillment. So that God can use us in ways we’ve never
thought of. But you don’t have to do it alone. Sometimes it’s easier when there are
people who help you.

This 1s why God put you in this church to help those purposes be activated in
your life. That is part of the job of the church. The church is here is to activate you
and God's purposes for your life. If we're not helping every person that encounters
Fil-Am to live into God's purposes for their life, then we're not doing what God's
asked us to do. So here are the five activating phrases with the five purposes from

God.
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You see, God made us to know him. And we as a church, we want to help
you

1. Know and love God.

The Bible word for knowing and loving God is called worship. Worship is
letting God love you and loving him back. Any time you're expressing love to God,
you're worshiping. Worshiping, a lot of people think, is music. But music is just
one way to worship. You can worship in silence. You can worship in giving. You
can worship while gardening. You can worship in a hundred different ways.
Worship is simply expressing my love to God. You could be building something
for the glory of God, and that's worship. It's expressing your love for God in any
different way.

Secondly is to
2. Find belonging.

The church is a place that exists to help those who are disconnected from
community to find a home, to find a family.

Now, when you're born physically, you automatically become a part of the
human race. You don't have any choice. But you're not part of an earthly family
until somebody makes a decision to bring you home. It's a choice. The same is true
spiritually. When you are spiritually born again, you're born into God's spiritual
family, but you're not a part of his physical family on earth, called the local church,
until you choose to say, "That's going to be my family. That's going to be my home.
That's going to be my spiritual base."

Now, as a member of the church, one thing that you ought to do is to love
other members. 1 Peter 2:17, "Love the family of believers." That's what it says.
Love. That's about as clear as you can get it. You are commanded by God to love

your spiritual family.
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You know, when you get to heaven one day, you're going to do two things in
heaven. You're going to love God and you're going to love his family. What does
God want you to do while you're here on earth? You practice loving God and
loving other believers in his family. Why? So when you get to heaven you're not in
one corner by yourself.

The third activation phrase is to
3. Pursue growth.

So the church is a place that helps you pursue who God created you to be, to
become more and more like Jesus, to discover your design, and then to be formed
and shaped into the image of Jesus. This is what the Bible calls discipleship. That
as you pursue Him, you become more like Him. Romans 8:29 says, "For those
God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he
might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters."

You see, Jesus Christ was the perfect human being. As you know, we're
never going to achieve perfection here on earth, but he’s our model. Starting now,
here on earth. And when you get into heaven, God's going to finish it in heaven
and you're going to be completely transformed into perfection.

So God wants us to pursue growth. Number four is to
4. Make a difference.

This 1s also what the Bible calls ministry, that there are gifts and talents that
God has placed inside of you to serve others. Here's what the Bible says. Psalm
139:13 (VOICE), "For You shaped me, inside and out." God wired your
personality. We call this your SHAPE. God gave you spiritual gifts, a heart, ability,
passion. He's also given you experiences to be used to bless and to serve the world

around you. When you attend Class 301, you’ll know more about your shape.
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You see, you weren't just put on this earth to take up space, use resources,
workm have family, retire, and die. No, no, no. You were put here to make a
difference. You were put here to make a contribution. You were put here to make
an impact with your life. God planned for you to do certain things with your life to
make the world a better place. God shaped you to serve him by serving others.

Finally, when it comes to evangelism, the way to activate it is to

5. Change the world.

Fil-Am has always been a place that's had a dream to impact and change the
world. God wants you to make a difference, and God wants to use our lives
together to change and impact the world.

In John 17:18, Jesus says, "As you sent me into the world, I have sent them
into the world." Why did God the father send his Son Jesus into the world? To tell
everyone the good news about God's salvation. That was his mission. And Jesus
commissioned us to do the same mission. In Acts 20:24, Paul says this: " However,
I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good
news of God's grace.” His task or his mission was to tell everyone the good news
about God's grace.

You were saved because somebody passed on the good news to you. Who
are you passing it on to? In 2 Timothy 2:2, Paul says, "And the things you have
heard me say in the presence of many witnesses entrust to reliable people who will
also be qualified to teach others.” Somebody passed on the good news to you. Did
it end with you? Are you a dead end? Is anybody going to be in heaven because of
you? Are you just going to accept the good news and not share it with anybody

else? Have you told anybody the good news about what Christ could do? That's
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part of your mission. Somebody passed it on to you; it's your responsibility to pass
it on.

Folks, I hope it’s now clear to you what God put you in this earth for.
Remember, life has more meaning and significance when we activate God’s
purposes for your life: know and love God, find belonging, pursue growth, make a

difference, and change the world.
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