DARING TO WAIT ON GOD

Good morning, everyone! We’re in part ten of Daring Faith: The Key to
Miracles. 1 want us to look at Daring to Wait on God.

Few things make us more irritated than having to wait. Would you agree with
that? We don’t like to wait. Waiting in traffic. Does anybody actually like traffic?
Waiting in to check out at a grocery store. Waiting in line at Disneyland. We don’t
like waiting. Except when you’re waiting for your partner in life. You don’t want
to rush it, right? Like me, I waited for 20 years. And God gave me a good deal. But
my wife did not wait at all. Now, she has got a better deal.

Kidding aside, technology, which has speeded up everything in our world, has
made us much more accustomed to things fast. So, technology has actually made
us more impatient. Far more impatient than, say a farmer of a hundred years ago.
Yet waiting is an important part of life. It’s an important part of character
development. There are some things we only learn in waiting that we learn no
other way.

Our inability to wait is the cause of so many problems in our lives. We getin a
hurry. Like our inability to delay gratification is the cause of all debt. You buy it
on credit, you get in debt. Our inability to delay sexual gratification until marriage
causes social problems and diseases. And so many other problems really come
from this issue of “I want it! [ want it! and I want it now!” It causes broken hearts
and lives.

Have you ever been in a hurry when God wasn’t? That’s the most frustrating
of all. Some of you right now are waiting on God. You’re in God’s waiting room.
You’re waiting for God to open a door. You’re waiting for God to give you a job
opportunity. You’re waiting on God for an answer to prayer. You’re waiting for

clarification. You’re waiting for new direction.



You’re waiting for God to remove a pain or heal a relationship. And you go, “I
don’t get this! I pray and nothing’s happening.” There is a delay.

And as a church, we’re waiting on God. For how long now? 30 years. We’re
waiting on God to provide for us a building. Many of you are new here. But did
you know that we came close to buying our own building? That was during my
first year here in church as your pastor. That was in 2011. Many of you remember
that, too. There was this nice building in Chantilly, actually it was a warehouse that
was situated in the corner of a huge building that housed several offices and
warehouses. The warehouse we were looking at had a showroom that can seat
about 200 people and it had about 5 rooms good for an office and classrooms.
There was lots of parking too. It was in move-in condition. We were all excited.
We felt like it was God’s will for us.

Kuya Rey said to me, “Pastor, we’re gonna close on Tuesday. But before we do
that, can you please go to the county on Monday and check out the documents
pertaining to this building?” So, I did. This is it, I told myself. But my balloon
burst, however. Because there was this stipulation in the property documents that
this particular warehouse could not be converted to a church. I told Kuya Rey
about it and everyone else and it was a big disappointment. So, the closing never
took place.

But we knew God had other plans. He is preparing us for a much bigger and
better place. Amen? We just have to wait. Are you willing to wait? Are you willing
to pledge and commit to our building project while waiting? Later on, we’ll put
that into action when we submit our pledges.

Why does God delay things when clearly he can answer every prayer instantly?
But, you know, if you had every prayer answered you’d be a selfish little brat.

Because you’d treat God like a vending machine. God, I need this!



Press the button and boom I’ve got it instantly. And God sometimes has to
work on you before he works on the solution.

The Bible says in Ecclesiastes 3:11, “He has made everything beautiful in its
time. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no one can fathom what God
has done from beginning to end.”

No one can fathom, no one can understand what God is doing. If you did
understand everything God was doing you’d be God! God is God and I’'m not! So
I don’t always understand what is on time. But [ know it’s beautiful when it comes.
Amen? That’s why God gave you your spouse. Men, say to your wives, you’re
beautiful.

So today I want us to look at what do you do when you have to wait on God.
Because this is an element of Daring Faith.

First, let me give you four things you need to remember. And you’re going to
need these so write them down. When you have asked God for something and it
hasn’t come yet and you’re in that delay period where you haven’t seen the answer
to your prayer, what do you do? You remember four things.

Number one,

1. REMEMBER THERE’S A NATURAL DELAY BETWEEN PLANTING &
HARVESTING!

We talked about this in the message on the laws of sowing and reaping.
There’s a natural delay between planting and harvesting.

How many of you have a garden? When you plant tomato seeds, do you go out
the next day and expect to see full grown tomatoes? No! That’s true with every
seed you plant. There’s always a delay between planting and harvesting. There’s

always a delay between sowing and reaping.



The Bible says in Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2b, 6b (ESV), “For everything there is a
season, and a time for every matter under heaven: ... a time to plant, and a time to
pluck up what is planted.”

This is simply talking about seasons. You always get the results of what you
plant in life in another season, not in the same season. You don’t plant and harvest
in the same season.

Many of you have planted seeds in Daring Faith — financial seeds, seeds of
service, seeds of sacrifice. You’re not going to have the harvest immediately. You
just need to understand that. It comes. But it comes in another season.

Write this down: I reap in a different season than I sow. And during that
season of waiting, you wait quietly, you wait expectantly, you wait patiently in
faith. I remember that there’s a natural delay between planting and harvesting.

So, when I’ve put in a request it’s not going to be instantly fulfilled. There is
always a delay.

Number two. The second thing is I need to
2. REMEMBER GOD IS PREPARING ME FOR HIS BLESSING

God is preparing me for his blessing. When you have an idea and you ask
God to do something in your life, God usually has a bigger idea, and, of course, it’s
a better idea and he’s going to have to prepare you to get you ready for a bigger
and better answer to your prayer. And he usually has to take some time getting you
ready, preparing you.

You see, the first thing God wants to do before he answers your prayer for a
job, for a mate, for healing, whatever your prayer request is, he first wants to get
you ready. Because God’s more interested in changing your character than he is in
answering your prayer, because your character is what you’re going to take to

heaven.



Here’s what the Bible says in 1 Peter 1:6-7. “In all this you greatly
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds
of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater
worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise,
glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.”

Some of you are going through the fire right now. Keep going! He says
these troubles are there to test your faith. You might want to write this down:
Waiting is always a test. It tests your character. It tests your faith. It tests your
endurance.

Just think of a pregnant mother. What do you call a pregnant mother?
Expecting. They don’t call her “expecting” for nothing, do they? When a woman
has a baby, she’s expecting that baby. And that is what it’s like to wait on God.
You know it’s coming. You know it’s going to happen. But this is what you’ve got
to do, you’ve got to wait.

Number three. The third thing to remember. I need to remember
3. REMEMBER I’'M IN GOOD COMPANY WHEN WAITING ON GOD

I’m in good company while I’'m waiting. Millions of saints before you have sat
in God’s waiting room. You’re not alone. In fact, if you’re in the waiting room
right now, you’re waiting on a job, you’re waiting on an answer, you’re waiting on
a prayer, there are a lot of other people sitting around you right now who are in that
same situation. Millions of saints have sat in God’s waiting room. You’re in good
company.

Hebrews 11:2 says this: “Through their faith, the people in days of old earned
a good reputation.” And every one of those people had to wait. Think about
Hannah who had to wait years to have the baby that she was praying that God

would give her. Think about Joseph who God gave him a dream since he was a



young boy of being a ruler someday in Egypt. And Moses, he waits 40 years in the
wilderness to know his purpose in life.

Abraham waits 100 years before he has Isaac, his first child through Sarah.
The promised child God had promised him years before.

So, I remember there’s a time delay between planting and harvesting. [
remember that God is preparing me for the answer. I remember that I’'m in good
company while I’'m waiting. And number four: I
4. REMEMBER GOD ALWAYS KEEPS HIS PROMISES!

That’s what you need to remember when you’re waiting on God. Because
unlike other people, you can count on God to come through.

So, what do you do in the waiting room? You don’t focus on what you can’t do
— I don’t have the money, I don’t have the talent, I don’t have the connections, I
don’t have the opportunity. You focus on what God does have. What God can do.

One of the ways you focus on what God can do is through the promises of
God. Promises can help you focus on God and his unlimited abilities instead of
you and your limited abilities. The Bible says anything is possible if you have
faith. Habakkuk 2:3 says this, “For the revelation awaits an appointed time, it
speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it it will
certainly come and will not delay.”

I mentioned the first disappointment we had about the search for a building.
Folks, there were other disappointments after that. There was a property in
Annandale which we had to give up because the county wouldn’t allow cars to
make a U-Turn because it was dangerous according to them. There was another
property in Chantilly which we bid on but we were outbid. Folks, things like that
could discourage us. But we shouldn’t be discouraged. Why? Because we know
that a delay is not a denial. Amen? It may take a long time, but it will come,

Amen?



Those are the four things I need to remember while in God’s waiting room. |
remember there’s a natural delay between planting and harvesting.

I remember God is preparing me for his blessing. [ remember I’m in good
company while waiting. I remember God always keeps his promises.

Now, let me give you the four things to do in the waiting room. And just for
fun I put them in an acrostic just because I knew you’d expect me to do that.

WAIT. Four things you need to do when you’re in the waiting room of life.
The W stands for this:
1. WRITE DOWN THE LESSONS I’'M LEARNING

This is extremely important to the building of your faith. When you’re in the
waiting room the first thing you do is you write down the lessons that you are
learning. Because waiting is always the season to listen.

You see, God has some things he wants to teach you before he answers your
prayer. God has some things he wants you to learn before that seed that you’re
planting in Daring Faith sprouts. He wants to teach you some things. God is more
interested in your character than your comfort. But you will forget the lessons that
you learn in the waiting rooms of life if you don’t write them down. And you know
what happens when you don’t write them down? You forget them. And you know
what happens when you forget them? He has to take you through it again. That’s
no fun. That’s unnecessary pain.

Some of you have been through the same pain eight or nine times. Why don’t
you write down the lessons this time? So you don’t have to go through it for the
100th time.

Moses led the children out of Egypt, across the wilderness to the Promised
Land. It should have only taken a couple of weeks. It took them 40 years. What
in the world were they doing? For 40 years, walking around in a circle. God was

giving them one test after another saying, will you trust me? There were seven
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tests. Every time they’d fail the test he said, “Another lap around the wilderness.”
In that wilderness they were not there by accident. Waiting in the wilderness has a
purpose.

Some of you are in the wilderness right now. I want you to write this down:
The way to the Promised Land is through the wilderness. You can’t get to the
Promised Land without going through the desert. The Bible tells this to Moses, in
Numbers 33:2, “At the Lord’s command Moses recorded the stages in their
journey.”

Are you keeping a written record of your progress in the Christian life? Are
you writing anything down? Keep a journal when you’re waiting.

Here’s what you do. I’m not talking about a diary. A journal is different than a
diary. A diary is about what you do. “Today I had a mocha frappuccino.” Nobody
cares! A journal, you don’t write down what you do. A journal is any time you
learn something you write that down. You write down the lesson. A diary is for
events. A journal is for lessons.

I have always learned in the waiting periods of life that little lessons lead to big
successes. So you write them down. Psalm 119:33 is a good prayer to pray when
you’re in the wilderness: “Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees, that I may
follow it to the end.” When you’re in the waiting period — you’re between jobs,
you’re between goals. You don’t know what’s next... You say, “Teach me Lord. I
want to learn the lessons.” That’s the W. Write down the lessons that I’'m learning.

The A in WAIT stands for this. This is really important.

2. ACT AS THOUGH I ALREADY HAVE IT

Act as though I already have it. This is called faith. When you have a need and

you plant a seed, what you do while you are waiting for that seed to grow, is you

act as though you already have it. This is faith.



Typically, when we’re in the waiting rooms and the wildernesses of life, you
know what we do? We wonder and we worry and we whine. First, we wonder.
Why, Lord? Then we worry. What now, Lord? Then we whine. When, Lord?
Are you going to answer my prayer? So instead of wondering and worrying and
whining you need to learn to act as if you’ve already got it. You act in faith.

Here’s how Jesus puts it. Mark 11:24, “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask
for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.”

I want you to pay attention to this verse. Believe that you have received it and
it will be yours. Do you notice the change in tense there? Believe that you have
received it. That’s past tense. Past tense. Believe that you have received it. Then
he says, then it will be yours. That’s future tense. What in the world is Jesus
saying? Believe that I’ve already got it in order to get it? That’s exactly what he’s
saying. You say, “Hang on here, Pastor. Are you telling me I’ve got to believe
something is, so even though it isn’t so in order that it becomes so?”” Yep! That’s
called faith.

When you thank God after you get the answer to your prayer, that’s called
gratitude. When you thank God before you get the answer to your prayer, that’s
called faith. When you act as though you’ve already got it then you’ll get it.
That’s faith. Believe that you have received it — past tense. And it will be yours —
present tense.

Now, we have to be careful here. I’'m not endorsing the Name It and Claim It
teaching. That one is about putting faith in your faith. I’m talking about putting
faith in a God who never breaks his promises.

I want you to write this down. Waiting is not passivity. Waiting is not
passivity. You do all you can to get ready. There is a difference between passively
waiting in fear and apathy and expectantly waiting in faith where you take action.

You get prepared and you act as though you already have it.
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Did you know that God goes to Abraham 25 years before he has a son and
changes his name? He says, “Your name is Abram and [’m going to change it to
Abraham.” Abraham says, “What does that mean?” Abraham means father of
many nations. So for 25 years, Abram changes his name and he’s called Abraham.
How do you like this? He walks into a bar. What’s your name? Father of many
nations. Great. How many kids you got? None. How old are you? A hundred.
Interesting. How would you like to live with that?

Look at this verse on the screen. The Bible says in Romans 4:17,
“God...calls the things that are not as though they are.” Everything God created
he spoke into existence. He calls things that are not as though they are. He says,
Abraham you’re the father of a great nation. He hadn’t had any kids yet. He’s
speaking it into existence.

He says to Gideon, “You’re a mighty man of valor.” That was the last thing
Gideon was. He was a weakling and a coward. He says to Peter, “You are a rock.”
Peter was Mr. Impulsive. Mr. Unsteady. He was anything but a rock.

God speaks it into existence and he says you do it the same way

Act as though I’ve already got it.

The I in WAIT is the third key you do while you’re waiting on God. It’s this.
3. IMITATE THE HABITS THAT GROW STRONG FAITH

I need to imitate the habits particularly of people of strong faith. You can
imitate people of strong faith and look at the habits that they do. Find their skills.
Find their patterns. Find their habits. And follow that. Imitate that to grow strong
in your faith. In other words, use the time while you’re waiting to develop
personal maturity.

Let me show you some verses. Heb. 6:12, “We do not want you to become lazy,
but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been

promised.”
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He says that’s the kind of people you ought to be imitating when you’re in the
waiting room. Don’t be lazy. Don’t sit around passively doing nothing. He says
imitate those who through faith and patience inherited what God has promised.
Waiting is not inactivity. Waiting is the time to develop habits and skills that
you’re going to use later on.

Folks, while waiting, don’t put your life on hold. Instead imitate the habits that
grow strong faith.

What are those habits? I’'m glad you asked. Let me give you four.

The Bible says there are four things you should keep on doing. That means
even in the wilderness, even in the waiting period you need to keep on doing these
things. Number one,

e KEEP ON PRAYING

When you’re in the waiting room keep on praying. Mathew 7:7 says, "Ask and
it will be given to you, seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to
you.” In the Greek, Ask, Seek and knock are continuing verbs. So, Jesus is
actually saying, keep on asking, keep on seeking, keep on knocking till you get the
answer to your prayer.

Number two,

e KEEP ON SERVING

Romans 12:11, “Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual
fervor, serving the Lord.” Why do I say keep on serving? Because that’s another
meaning of the word “wait.” Wait doesn’t just mean expect something to happen
that hasn’t happened yet. Wait also means to serve.

Have you ever had a waiter at your table? Why do they call that guy the
waiter? You’re the one who’s waiting. You’re waiting on the food. So, why is the

waiter a waiter? Wait also means to serve.
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That’s why servers are called waiters. They literally wait on you to make a
decision. Do I get a salad or do I get a crispy pata? After that, they serve you the
food.

Have you heard of the term Lady-in-Waiting? Ladies in waiting are women
who serve the queen. So, the word “wait” doesn’t just mean to expect. It also
means to serve.

And when you’re in the waiting room of life that’s a good time to practice
serving, to find a ministry and just get involved. Don’t sit around doing nothing,
waiting for your ship to come in. Get out there and just start serving.

Keep on praying, keep on serving and number three,

e KEEP ON SOWING

Ecclesiastes 11:6 (TLB) says this: “Keep on sowing your seed, for you never
know which ones will grow--perhaps it all will!”’

You’ve sown a seed in Daring Faith. But Daring Faith is actually going to
start now for the next three years. We’re going to be sowing for the next three
years. Keep on sowing your seed. You never know which one will grow. Perhaps
they all will.

Then number four,

e KEEP ON BELIEVING

The Bible says in 2 Timothy 3:14 (HCSB), “But as for you, continue in what
you have learned and firmly believed.”

The point is, stay active. Keep the faith. Though things are hard remember that
God is faithful. He’s always on your side. He’s got your best interests at heart.
Keep on believing that while you’re waiting, you keep going because he’s waiting
at the finish line. He’ll never leave you nor forsake you. He’s with you in the

journey, from start to finish.
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Write down the lessons. Act as though I already have it. Imitate the habits to
grow strong faith.

Then T — We learn from Scripture in the waiting rooms of life is to...
4. TRUST GOD INSTEAD OF PANICKING

Trust God instead of panicking. There are a couple of facts you can trust about
God. One, God is never in a hurry. You can know that for sure. And number two,
God is never late. You can know that for sure. God’s timing is always perfect.

What happens in those times where it appears that God is late? In the times
where it appears God is late God is getting you ready for a miracle. I can give you
so many examples of this in Scripture.

For instance. Mary and Martha in the Bible had a brother named Lazarus.
Lazarus was one of Jesus’ best friends. Lazarus got deathly sick and he lived in a
city called Bethany. Bethany was just a few miles from where Jesus was. Maybe
three or four miles. It’s just out of town, out of Jerusalem. They sent word to
Jesus, “Jesus can you come over to our house in Bethany. Your best friend Lazarus
is sick. He’s deathly ill.”

And it takes Jesus three days to go about five miles. What’s going on here?
When Jesus finally gets there, he could have easily got there in an hour or two. It
takes him three days to go a few miles to see his best friend who’s dying. And
when he gets there they say, “Too late Jesus. He’s already dead. We’ve wrapped
him up and we’ve buried him in a tomb.”

Jesus wasn’t late. Because Jesus already had in his mind what he was going to
do. His goal was not to heal Lazarus. His goal was to raise him from the dead.
His goal was not to just make him well. His goal was to do a miracle of

astronomical proportions.
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Sometimes God lets a situation get so bad only a miracle will do. Don’t give up
your faith. Hold on. Hang on. Do the things I’ve just taught you how to do.
Because you’re getting ready for a miracle.

Jesus walks up to the tomb and says roll the stone away. They roll the stone
away and he says Lazarus, come forth. Now, I’'m glad he said Lazarus because if
he just said, “Come forth”, every dead person in the cemetery is going to come out
at that point. But he calls him by name: Lazarus, come forth. He comes out.

It’s interesting. When he walks up to the tomb he says — they overheard him
pray this: “Father I thank you that you’ve already heard me.” Father, I thank you
that you’ve already heard me. And I’m even saying this just for the people around
me. He already knew what he was going to do.

God already knows what he’s going to do in your life next month, next year and
next decade. And his plan for you is good. And you need to trust him. And you
need to relax. And when you’re in the waiting room you need to just say, okay,
He’s not early, He’s not late. He’s always on time. And I will trust God and I will
do these things. I’ll write down the lessons. I’ll act as though it’s already
happened. And I’m going to keep on doing the habits. I’ll keep on sowing. And
I’1l keep on praying and I’ll keep on serving and I’ll keep on believing and I’ll
keep on trusting. Because God’s timing is perfect. He’s not too late.

Let me close by showing you our last verse on the screen. Galatians 6:9, “Let
us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if
we do not give up.”

Yes, don’t give up even when things seem so bad in your life. God is faithful

and he is able to do immeasurably more than all you could ask or imagine.
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